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READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE. 



THE PASSAGE OF JORDAN. 

When GoiKtook His faithful servant Moses to 
the " rest that remaineth for His people/* He 
did not leave the children of Israel without a 
leader and guide. Joshua the «on of Nun was 
full of the same Spirit of wisdom, even God's 
Holy Spirit, which had given Moses strength 
for all his work. The Lord had told Moses to 
lay his hands upon Joshua, and appoint or or- 
dain him as God's chosen leader for His people ; 
and this the people knew ; so they obeyed and 
trusted Joshua as they had obeyed and trusted 
Moses. For a month all the people mourned 
and wept their loss, as they had mourned 
Aaron when he died. 

The Lord spoke to Joshua also, sa^^vft^^ 
"Moses My servant is dead, ivo^ \Wt^lo\?^ 
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arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this 
people, unto the land which I do give unto 
them, even to the children of Israel. Every 
place that the sole of your foot shall tread 
upon, that have I given unto you, as I said 
unto Moses." Then lest Joshua should be 
afraid of so great a charge, God promised to 
help him always, saying, '^ There shall not any 
man be able to stand before thee all the days 
of thy life ; as I was with Moses, so will I be 
with thee : I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
Be strong, and of a good courage, for unto this 
people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the 
land, which I sware unto their fathers to give 
them. Only be thou strong, and very cou- 
rageous, that thou mayest observe to do ac- 
cording to all the law which Moses My servant 
commanded thee : turn not from it to the right 
hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper 
whithersoever thou goest." 

God also taught His servant Joshua how he 
was to seek to prosper; and each one of us 
who hopes to do well in this world as the path 
to heaven, may take His words as guiding us 
like Joshua. 

*' This book of My law shall not depart out 
of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein 
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day and night, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all that is written therein ; for then 
thou shall make thy way prosperous, and then 
thou shalt have good success. Have not I 
commanded thee ? Be strong and of a good 
courage, be not afraid, neither be thou dis- 
mayed, for the Lord thy God is with thee, 
whithersoever thou goest." 

Joshua might have made answer in the words 
that king David sang years later, ** The Lord 
is my light and my salvation : whom then shall 
I fear ? the Lord is the strength of my life : 
of whom then shall I be afraid ?" Then he 
bade all the people make ready to pass over the 
river Jordan, and go into the land of Canaan ; 
and the people answered, ** All that thou com- 
mandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou 
sendest us, we will go. According as we heark* 
ened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken 
unto thee, only the Lord thy God be with thee, 
as He was with Moses." 

Before crossing the river Jordan, Joshua sent 
two men over, that they might go and see the 
land, and bring him word about it. So these 
two men went to the city of Jericho, and lodged 
in the house of a woman called RahsL\^« ^\^^» 
some one told the king of Jericho ttial XYveteV^^ 
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come spies from the Israelites, and he sent to 
Rahab, and desired her to give up the two men 
that were lodging with her. But Rahab had 
heard about this great people who were the 
chosen of God, and of the many wonders Ha 
had done for them ; how He had dried up the 
Red Sea, and had overcome their foes ; and 
she had heard too that God had promised them 
the land of Canaan, and she believed that the 
Lord their God was " God in heaven above 
and in earth beneath," and that He could and 
would do as He had promised. So Rahab's 
faith, and belief in God led her to think she 
ought not to fight against His will : and she 
would not give up her guests to the king 
of Jericho, but she hid them safely on the 
roof of her house, covering them over with 
the stalks of flax which had been brought 
there from the field. The men sent to take 
Joshua'js spies went away in search of them, 
shutting the gate of the city, close to which 
Rahab's house was. Then she went up to 
the roof of the house, and told the men that 
they were safe, and she asked them as she had 
showed kindness to them, to show kindness in 
return to her, and when their armies should 
take Jericho, to save her and all her family 
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from death. The men promised this, sayingi 
" Our life for yours, if ye utter not this our 
business. And it shall be when the Lord hath 
given us the land, that we will deal kindly and 
truly with thee.** Rahab asked for a sign or 
mark by which her house might be known, and 
the men took a scarlet cord or line, and told her 
to fasten it in her window, that all the Israelites 
might know her dwelling: and they charged 
her to bring her father and mother, her bro- 
thers and sisters and all their households to her 
home, and to keep them within ; and then they 
promised every one should be safe. 

So then Rahab let the two men down by a 
cord out of her window, safe outside the city 
wall, for her house was built upon the town 
wall ; and she advised them to go to the moun- 
tains and hide there for three days, while their 
foes were searching for them ; and as soon as 
they were gone she bound the scarlet cord in 
her window, and waited for what the Lord 
would send. 

Meanwhile the Israelites did as Rahab ad- 
vised; they hid themselves for three days in 
the mountains, and when their pursuers had 
given them up, and were gone back to Jericho, 
they returned to Joshua, and told him all they 
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had seen and heard ^ and how afraid all the 
people were of the children of Israel, because 
God had delivered the land of Canaan into 
their hand. 

Then Joshua moved his camp with all the 
children of Israel to the banks of the river 
Jordan, and he bade the people " sanctify them- 
selves, for to-morrow the Lord will do wonders 
among you." It was now summer time, when 
the river always overflowed its banks, and as 
usual it was very full, so that without special 
help the people could not cross. But God said 
to Joshua, " This day will I begin to magnify 
thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may 
know that as I was with Moses, so I will be 
with thee." 

Then Joshua did as the Lord told him, 
and bade the priests who bore the ark of the 
covenant to take it up, and to go before the 
people unto the river's brink, and there to 
stand still before them all. When the priests 
had done this, Joshua said to the child- 
ren of Israel, "Come hither, and hear the 
words of the Lord your God." Then he told 
them how the Lord would show that He was 
among them, by driving out all their foes from 
before them ; and the sign of God's Presenco 
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and of victory was to be seen when the ark of 
the coveaant passed over Jordan. ^' It shall 
come to pass/' Joshua told them, '^ as soon as 
the soles of the feet of the priests that bear 
the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, 
shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that the 
waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the 
waters that come from above ; and they shall 
stand upon an heap.'' 

The people all knew how God had led their 
fathers through the Red Sea, making those 
waters to part asunder, and now that great 
Lord, the Euler and Guide of His chosen 
people, was going to work a like miracle in 
their behalf. So the people made ready, taking 
up their tents, and then the priests bearing the 
ark of the covenant went first. And it came 
to pass that the moment their feet were dipped 
in the brim of the water, the mighty river's 
waters were divided, rising up on one side into 
a great heap, and on the other falling away 
unto the sea, so that there was dry land in the 
midst. There the priests stood with the ark, 
while all the people went over on dry land. 
When the people had passed safely, Joshua 
OiUed twelve men, one for every tribe of tha 
people, and bade them each one tdk!^ ^ %\.ow^ 



8 READINGS FROM HOLT SCRIPTURE. 

and set them up in the midst of the river 
where the priests stood, to mark the spot. He 
also bade them take twelve stones out of the 
Jordan, and carry them to the place where they 
lodged on the other side, which was called 
Gilgal, and there to pitch them for a memorial 
unto the children of Israel for ever. Then last 
of all, the priests that bare the ark of the co- 
venant came up out of the river, and so soon 
as the soles of their feet rested upon dry land, 
the waters of Jordan flowed back into their 
channel, and ran over its banks as before. 
And Joshua told the people why he had set up 
those twelve stones, saying, " When your child- 
ren shall ask their fathers in time to come, say- 
ing. What mean these stones? then ye shall 
let your children know, saying, Israel came 
over this Jordan on dry land, for the Lord 
your God dried up the waters of Jordan from 
before you, until ye were passed over, as the 
Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which He 
dried up from before us, until we were gone 
over : that all the people of the earth might 
know the Hand of the Lord, that It is mighty : 
that ye might fear the Lord your God for 



ever/* 



THE TAKING OF JERICHO. 

The kings x)f this Land of Canaan were very 
much afraid when they heard of the wonders 
God had wrought for His people ; they were 
afraid hefore, but now that they saw such great 
things done in behalf of the children of Israel, 
as the mighty river Jordan being dried up to 
let them pass through, "their heart melted, 
neither was there spirit in them any more, be- 
cause of the children of Israel.'' 

Meanwhile the Israelites kept the Feast of 
the Passover, as their first act after they had 
entered the Promised Land ; and from this time 
they had no more Manna sent from heaven, 
but henceforth they ate of the corn of the land. 

All their trials were not over yet, however ; 
wars and fightings were before them ; but what 
need had they to fear, so long as they had full 
faith in their Lord God, Who had promised to 
sustain and lead them ; to be the Captain of 
their Salvation, their Hope, and their Strong 
Rock ? The first place they had to take was 
Jericho, the city where Rahab lived, and where 
she had saved the life of Joshua's two spies. 
Now it came. to pass that while Joshua was 
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standing apart, making ready to attack Jericho, 
suddenly he lifted up his eyes, and saw a war- 
rior with a drawn sword in his hand standing 
over against him. Joshua did not know who 
it was, hut he looked like some very great and 
noble prince/ So Joshua went to the stranger, 
and asked him, ^^ Art thou for us, or for our 
adversaries ?" 

Then the glorious stranger told Joshua that 
he was one of God's holy Angels sent to help 
His people, **As Captain of the Host of the 
Lord am I now come." 

Then Joshua fell on his face to the earth and 
did worship, and asked what commands the 
angel had to lay upon his servant ? Holy Scrip- 
ture only tells us that the Captain of the Lord's 
Host bade Joshua, " Loose thy shoe from oflf 
thy foot, for the place whereon thou standest 
is holy." We are not told what the angel said 
to Joshua, or what instructions he gave as to 
the perils that awaited the people, but we can 
imagine with what fresh courage and strength 
Joshua must have returned to his charge, know- 
ing that the Host of the Lord and His Captain 
were fighting with the Israelites. May it not also 
be possible that He who appeared to Joshua, 

^ See Dan. x. 5, 6, 13. 
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under the form of an angel, was the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity, the very Lord 
of angels ? 

Now the city of Jericho was closely shut up 
by the children of Israel, — ^that is, they were 
encamped about it, so that nobody could go in 
and out of the town. But it pleased the Lord 
that this great city should be overthrown by 
His Own Right Hand alone, and not by the 
strength or skill of men. ** See,'* He said to 
Joshua, '* I have given into thine hand Jericho, 
and the king thereof, and the mighty men of 
valour." 

So Joshua obeyed his orders most exactly. 
For six days running he and his men of war 
went all round the city, and behind them the 
Priests carried the Ark of the Covenant, and 
seven Priests walked before the ark, carrying 
trumpets of ram's horns, and as they went they 
blew their trumpets. Every day they did ex- 
actly the same thing, going once round the city, 
and then returned to their camp. But on the 
seventh day, by God's command, they rose at 
the dawn of day, and went seven times round 
the city, and the seventh time, when the Priests 
blew their trumpets loudly, Joshua bade all tVi^ 
people shout with a great and mi^t^ no\«^* 
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saying, *^ Shout, for the Lord hath given you 
the city/' 

Then all the people shouted with a great 
shout, together with the blast of the trumpets ; 
and even as God had promised, the wall of Je- 
richo fell down flat, so that the Israelites had 
nothing to do but go straight in, and take the 
city. 

But before the people went in, Joshua gave 
them very strict commands as to God's will 
about the city. He had cursed it, and all 
therein ; and the people were forbidden to take 
anything whatever as spoil, lest they should 
bring a curse upon the can^) of Israel, and 
trouble it. Everything in the city was to be 
burnt, except the gold and silver, and all vessels 
of brass and iron, which were to be offered to 
the Lord, and put into the treasury of the house 
of the Lord. All the cattle, and every man 
and woman, young and old, were to be slain 
with the sword; only excepting Rahab and 
her family. Joshua sent the two men whose 
lives Rahab had saved, to her house, and they 
brought her, and her father and mother, her 
brethren, and all she had, safe into the camp of 
Israel, and she dwelt among the Israelites all 
the rest of her life. 
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Then God's sentence was fulfilled upon the 
city ; every one was utterly destroyed, and every 
ox, and sheep, and ass was killed, the city and 
all it contained was humt with fire, and Joshua 
solemnly spoke God's curse upon the place 
where the city had stood, saying, " Cursed be 
the man before the Lord, that riseth up and 
buildeth this city Jericho." 

Thus the Lord was with Joshua, and his 
fame, and the fear of him, and his mighty 
deeds spread very greatly everywhere through 
the Land of Canaan. 
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There was another city called Ai, against 
which Joshua had to go up next. He first 
sent some men to view the country and the 
town; and when these men came back they 
advised Joshua not to send all the army against 
Ai, but some thousands only, because the place 
was not very strong. So he sent about three 
thousand only, but they did not succeed : on 
the contrary, they fled from before the men of 
Ai, who chased them, and killed thkt^-««. 
Israelites ; and all the people v?ete ^jet^ tko.^ 



14 RXADIlfOS FROM HOLT 8CBIPTURB. 

{ifraid — ^their hearts melted and became as 
water. 

Joshua did not know that the cause of this 
defeat was the disobedience of an Israelite, who 
had taken some spoil out of Jericho, and thus 
brought '' a curse and trouble" into the camp, 
as the Lord had said. 

So Joshua and the Elders of Israel rent their 
clothes, and put dust upon their heads, and 
with great sorrow and penitence, fell to the 
earth on their faces before the Ark of the Lord 
until the eventide, and Joshua cried unto his 
God, " O Lord, what shall I say, when Israel 
turneth their backs before their enemies ?" 

But the Lord answered Joshua, saying, ** Get 
thee up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy 
face ? Israel hath sinned, and they have also 
transgressed My Covenant which I commanded 
them : for they have even taken of the accursed 
thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled 
also, and they have put it even among their 
own stuff: therefore the children of Israel could 
not stand before their enemies, but turned their 
backs before their enemies, because they were 
accursed : neither will I be with you any more, 
except ye destroy the accursed from among 
you.*' 
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Then the Lord told Joshua what he was to 
do. " Up ; sanctify the people, and say, Sanc- 
tify yourselves against to-morrow; for thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, There is an ac- 
cursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel : thou 
canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye 
take away the accursed thing from among you." 
So Joshua was to range all the people in their 
tribes, and when the Lord marked out a tribe 
as that where the guilty man was, he was to 
go on and take the families one by one, and so 
on with the households in the family marked ; 
and then with the persons in the household 
marked. " And it shall be," thus ran God's 
sentence, '' that he that is taken with the ac- 
cursed thing shall be burnt with fire ; he, and 
all that he hath : because he hath transgressed 
the covenant of the Lord, and because he hath 
wrought folly (or sin) in Israel." 

Early the next morning this solemn assembly 
of .the people was gathered together. One by 
one the tribes of Israel passed before Joshua, 
and the Lord pointed out to him the tribe of 
Judah. Then all the families of Judah passed 
before Joshua, and the Lord pointed out the 
&iDily of the Zarhites. Among this famvVj 
Joshua took out the household oi Ti^Jo^^ \ ^^^ 
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then lastly one by one, every man in it had 
to pass before him. Then Joshua took Achan 
the son of Carmi, and grandson of Zabdi, as 
the man who was guilty of troubling Israel. 
Joshua spoke to the unhappy man who had 
disobeyed his Lord and Master, saying, " My 
son, give, I pray. thee, glory to the Lord God 
of Israel, and make confession unto Him ; and 
tell me now what thou hast done ; hide it not 
from me.*' 

Achan saw now how terrible a God the Ix)rd 
of Israel was, and how no man might presume 
to think he could deceive Him, and yet go un- 
punished. How he must now have longed to 
begin again, and resist the temptation to take 
the forbidden treasures, for which he saw he 
had lost all else ! But Achan could not recall 
the past, he could do nothing now save to con- 
fess his sin, which he did, saying, " Indeed I 
have sinned against the Lord God of Israel." 
Then he confessed how he had been tempted by 
the sight of some fine clothes, and a wedge of 
gold, and two hundred shekels of silver ; and 
how he coveted them, and took them — ^and they 
were now hidden under the earth in his tent^ 

Unhappy man ! if he had made this confes- 
sion earlier, out of the grief of a penitent hearty 
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instead of waiting till it was forced from bim— • 
perhaps even his gross disobedience and cove* 
tousness might have been forgiven by that mer- 
ciful God Who " wiHeth not the death of a 
sinner, but rather that he should turn from his 
wickedness and live." But to obtain forgive- 
ness, we must make confession out of a free, 
full heart, turning in deep penitence to God, 
and saying with King David in his repentance, 
" Against Thee only have I sinned and done 
this evil in Thy sight. . . . Turn Thy Face from 
my sins, and blot out all my offences." To all 
such, who with hearty repentance and true 
faith, seek forgiveness. He grants it, through 
the cleansing Blood of His most dear Son, in 
Whose Name and grace alone pardon and loos- 
ing can be obtained. 

Joshua then sent messengers to Achan's 
tent, and they found the silver and gold and 
the garment, and brought them to Joshua, and 
in the sight of all the people they were laid out 
before the Lord. Then a very awful scene 
came to pass, in which God's judgment was 
executed upon the sinner. Joshua took Achan 
and all his sons and daughters ; his oxen, his 
asses and his sheep ; his tent, and everytlvvw^ 
that he had, and also the silver ^tidi ^cAdi ^\A 
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raiment which he bad stolen — and followed 
by all the people, Joshua took them out to 
a valley near, called Achor, or the valley of 
trouble. There Joshua spake God's sentence 
upon the sinner, according as He had spoken 
before to Moses in the Law, saying, " So 
shalt thou put the evil away from among 
you."* And all the people stoned Achan with 
stones, and then burnt all his goods, and they 
raised a greeft heap of stones over the place. 
So the Lord turned from the fierceness of His 
anger, and said to Joshua that the Israelites 
should not now be put to flight by the men of 
Ai. " Fear not," He said, ** neither be thou 
dismayed ; take all the people of war with thee 
and arise, go up to Ai : see, I have given into 
thy hand the king of Ai, and his people, and 
his city, and his land ; and thou shalt do to Ai 
and her king, as thou didst to Jericho and her 
king." 



THE TAKING OF AI. 



So Joshua arose, and chose out thirty thou- 
sand mighty men of valour, and he sent them 



^ Dent, xvii. 7. 
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by night to a place not very far from the city, 
but behind it, where the people of Ai could 
not see them, and told them what they were 
to do and how they were to lie in wait. The 
next morning Joshua and some of his people 
came out against Ai, and the king and his 
people went forth to give them battle. Then 
Joshua and his army made as if they were 
beaten, and fled toward the wilderness, and the 
king of Ai, who knew nothing about the sol- 
diers lying in ambush, went after Joshua to 
pursue him, taking all his army, so that the 
city was left open, without any men at all in it 
to defend it. 

And the Lord said to Joshua, '* Stretch out 
the spear that is in thine hand towards Ai, for 
I will give it into thy hand.*' Then the men 
who were lying in ambush went quickly into 
the city and took it, and as the Lord bade 
them, they set it on fire. The men of Ai Jooked 
back, and saw the smoke of their burning city 
rise up to the sky, and the Israelites who saw 
it too, turned round upon them and slew them. 
When they would have fled back to Ai, they 
were met from that side also, so that they found 
themselves beset on all sides, and all the i^eo^Vb 
were killed, both men and womew, ^VS^dlvcl VJc^^ 
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city and without, except the king, who was 
taken alive and carried to Joshua, and put to 
death. God bade Joshua take the cattie and 
spoil of the city, and then to bum it, and make 
it a heap and a desolation. 

Then Joshua built an altar on Mount Ebal, 
and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings 
unto the Lord, and the priests blessed the 
people ; and Joshua read to them all the words 
of the law — 6oth the blessings and the cursings 
that were set before them ; thus fulfilling the 
command Moses had spoken before his death, 
as to what the elders of Israel should do when 
the people had passed over Jordan, and safely 
reached the Land of Canaan — the Promised 
Land. 



THE GIBEONITES. 

When the kings of the country round heard 
how Jericho and Ai had been overthrown, they 
gathered together and made ready for battle. 
But the people of Gibeon set to work by craft, 
hoping to make sure of their own safety. They 
put on old ragged clothes, and shoes that looked 
as if they were worn out with a long journey. 



I 
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They also laid old sacks upon their asses, in 
which they took dry mouldy hread, and leather 
wine-hottles, all cracked and rent. Then these 
Gibeonites went to the Israelitish camp, and 
said to Joshua, " We be come from a far coun- 
try, now therefore make ye a league with us." 

Joshua answered them, that he did not know 
but what they might be a people dwelling close 
at hand, and that if so, the Israelites could not 
make a league or friendship with them, because 
the Lord had bidden them not to do so. 

The Gibeonites said they were Joshua's ser- 
vants, and when he asked whence they came, 
they lied, and said, " From a very far country 
thy servants are come because of the Name of 
the Lord thy God, for we have heard the fame 
of Him, and all that He did in Egypt, and to 
the kings of the Amorites. Wherefore our 
elders and all the inhabitants of our country 
spake to us, saying. Take victuals with you for 
the joumej, and go to meet them, and say 
unto them, We are your servants, therefore 
now make ye a league with us. This our 
bread we took hot for our provision out of our 
houses on the day we came forth to go imto 
you ; but now, behold, it is dry and it \& tclcsvjJA^ • 
And these bottles of wine, NijViidcL 'v^ ^^^^i 
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were new, and behold, they be rent ; and these 
our garments, and our shoes are become old 
by reason of the very long journey." Then 
Joshua and the elders of Israel forgot to ask 
counsel of the Lord, and of their own wisdom 
they believed the Gibeonites, and made peace 
with them, and pledged themselves by an oath 
not to destroy them. But three days after 
Joshua found that he had been deceived, and 
that the children of Israel had reached Gibeon, 
the country whence these people came. So 
now they were in a difficulty, because while on 
the one hand God had ordered the Israelites 
to destroy all these people of Canaan, on the 
other ha^d, Joshua and the elders had sworn 
by the Lord God of Israel to save their lives ; 
and this was an oath that must not be 
broken. 

Then it was decided that the Gibeonites 
should live, but only to serve the children of 
Israel. So Joshua called them, and told them 
that they were accursed of God because of their 
deceit, and that they should only live as bond- 
men, hewing wood and drawing water for the 
Israelites. The Gibeonites confessed why they 
had deceived Joshua, and said, " And now, be- 
hold, we are in thine hand ; as it seemeth 
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good and right unto thee to do unto us, do." 
Therefore from that time forward the Gibeon- 
ites were bondmen to the Israelites. 



THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN. 

Now when Adonizedec, the king of Jeru- 
salem heard how Joshua had taken Jericho and 
Ai, and how the great and mighty people of 
Gibeon had made peace and become as slaves 
to the Israelites, he was very much afraid, and 
he sent to four other kings around and asked 
them to help him to destroy Gibeon, lest that 
people should make Joshua still more powerful. 
Then these five kings and their armies went and 
encamped before Gibeon, in order to destroy 
it. But the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua, 
begging him to come and help them and save 
them. And the Lord said to Joshua, " Fear 
them not, for I have delivered them into thine 
hands ; there shall not a man of them stand 
before thee." Then Joshua and his soldierSv 
went from Gilgal by night, and came upon the 
Amorite kings and their armies, and slew them 
with a great slaughter. The children oC l^x^^ 
chased them, and the Lokd ^ewV. %te»X. V^S^- 
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stones upon the Amorites as they fled, which 
killed more people than were slain with the 
sword. While the' Israelites were pursuing 
their enemies, Joshua called upon God, and 
said, ^' Sun, stand thou still'upon Gibeon ; and 
thou moon, in the valley of Ajalon." And it 
pleased God that the sun should not go down 
for that whole day, so that the people should see 
to overthrow their enemies; and the sun did 
not set, or the moon rise, until the Amorites 
were destroyed. *' And there was no day like 
that before it or after it, that the Lord heark- 
eneS unto the voice of a man : for the Lord 
fought for Israel." 

When Joshua and his soldiers were gone 
back to their camp in Gilgal, word was brought 
that the five kings were hid in a cave at Mak- 
kedah. So when all the fighting was over, 
Joshua caused them to be brought out, and 
put to death ; and Joshua gave the people a 
message from the Lord: *'Fear not, nor be 
dismayed, be strong and of a good courage : 
for thus shall the Lord do to all your enemies 
against whom ye fight." After this Joshua led 
the Israelites against the country of all those 
kings by God's command, and destroyed all 
jHjs enemies. And agaiuBt mwx^ o\)ckfct \Kffli^ 
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md their people Joshua Inade war^ also, taking 
ill the cities, and slaying the heathen inhahit- 
ints ; and he was everywhere conqueror, be- 
cause he was obeying God's command, and 
Bghting with the help of H^ right arm. 

Then when all the land of Canaan was con- 
quered, Joshua divided the country among the 
bribes. Qf all the first generation of Israelites, 
aone beside Joshua Were permitted* to enter 
that land of promise savie Caleb, and to him 
!jrOD had given His word that he should live to 
mter in, because of his faith when he was sent 
>y Moses to spy out the land. Now that all 
jtod's words were fulfilled, and the Israelites 
lad taken possession of Canaan, Caleb came 
o Joshua and said, " Thou knowest the thing 
:hat the Lord said unto Moses the man of God 
concerning me and thee in Kadeshbamea? 
^'orty years old was I when Moses the servant 
Jf the Lord sent me from Kadeshbamea to 
»spy out the land, and I brought him word 
kgain as it was in mine heart. Nevertheless, 
ny brethren that went up with me made the 
leart of the people melt, but I wholly followed 
he Lord my God. And Moses sware on that 
lay, saying, Surely the land whereon thy fe^V. 
lave trodden shall be thine inheritaace, ^Xidi \)tvi 
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children's for ever, because thou hast wholly 
followed the Lord tny God. And now, behold, 
the Lord hath kept me alive, as He said, these 
forty and five years, even since the Lord spake 
this word unto Moses, while the children of 
Israel wandered in the wilderness ; and now, 
lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old. 
As yet am I as strong this day as I was in the 
day that Moses sent me : as my strength was 
then, even so is my strength now, for war, both 
to go out and to come in. Now therefore give 
me this mountain, whereof the Lord spake in 
that day : for thou heardest in that day how 
the Anakims were there, and that the cities 
were great and fenced, if so be the Lord will 
be with me, then I shall be able to drive them 
out, as the Lord said." 

Then Joshua blessed Caleb, and gave him 
Hebron as his part of the land. Every tribe 
had its own portion, and Joshua also appointed 
certain cities of refuge, where any one who had 
unawares killed another man might fly and be 
safe. " Thus the Lord gave unto Israel all the 
land which He sware to give unto their fathers, 
and they possessed it, and dwelt therein ; and 
the Lord gave them rest round about, accord- 
ing to all that He sware unto their fathers : and 
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there stood not a man of all their enemies be- 
fore them ; the Lord delivered all their enemies 
into their hand. There failed not aught of any 
good thing which the Lord had spoken unto 
the house of Israel ; all came to pass." 



THE DEATH OF JOSHUA. 

m 

In course of time, after God had long given 
Israel rest from all their enemies round about, 
Joshua waxed old and stricken in age. Then 
he called all the people together, and spoke to 
the elders and chief men among them, remind- 
ing them of all God had done for them. ** Ye 
have seen," he said, " all that the Lord your 
God hath done unto all the'&e nations because 
of you ; for the Lord your God is He that hath 
fought for you." 

Then Joshua repeated the Lord's promises 
to His people, adding, "Be ye therefore very 
courageous to keep and do all that is written 
in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn 
not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the 
left." Above all they were to keep from mix- 
ing with the heathen nations that yet remavxi^^ 
around ; from bowing down to their feX^^ ^ci^^^ 
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or swearing by tbem ; or letting their soi 
daughters marry among the heathen, 
cleave unto the Lord your God as ye hav( 
unto this day ; for the Lord hath driven ou 
before you great nations and strong, and 
you, no man hath been able to stand 
you unto this day. One man of yon 
chase a thousand : for the Lord your G( 
it is that fighteth for you, as He hath pre 
you. Take good heed therefore unto 
selves, that ye love the Lord your God.* 

Further, Joshua warned the children of 
that if they disobeyed God's commani 
their enemies would have power against 
and they would perish from oflF the goo 
which God had given them. 

Once more Jofehua gathered the peo] 
gether before his death, and gave them tl 
message God had sent them through bin; 
bade them call to mind all the great w( 
and mercies the Lord had shown to theii 
fathers, and to themselves, in bringing tfa 
Canaan; and after going through the 1: 
of all that wonderful time, Joshua went 
say, 

"Now therefore, fear the Lord, and 
Him in sincerity and m trvxtVi \ raA ^>a5 
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the gods which your fathers served on the 
other side of the flood, and in Egypt, and serve 
ye the Lord. And if it seem evil unto you to 

• serv'^e the Lord, choose you this day whom ye 

"" wUl serve; whether the gods which your fa- 
thers served that were on the other side of the 
flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land ye dwell : hut as for me and my house 
we will serve the Lord.'* 

Then the people burst out with their answer. 
" God forbid that we should forsake the Lord, 
to serve other gods. . . . He is our God." 
Then Joshua bade the people remember that 

l' the Lord is an holy God, and a jealous God, 
and that He would not bear with them if they 
were faithless, and turned away to serve false 
gods. And again the people said, ** Nay, but 

^ we will serve the Lord." 

So Joshua said unto the people, "Ye are 
witnesses against yourselves that ye have chosen 
you the Lord to serve Him." And they said, 
" We are witnesses." 

^ Then Joshua made a covenant with the peo- 

\ pie, and wrote it in the Book of God's law; 
and set up a great stone as a pillar of witness, 

, under an oak tree that stood near the sanctuary 
of the Lord, and he bade all tSie ^«iO^\^ xe- 
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member that that stone was a witness ag 
them, not to deny their God. 

Joshua's work was ended when this 
done. ** And behold, this day I am goin 
way of all the earth," he said to the pe 
^'and ye know in all your hearts and i 
your souls that not one thing hath failed 
the good things which the Lord your 
spake concerning you." 

Then Joshua died, being one hundrec 
ten years old; and the people buried h 
that part of the land of Canaan which had 
given him for his inheritance. 



THE FIRST JUDGES OF ISRAEL. 

After Joshua's death, the people cont 
faithful for a while, as long as those < 
lived who had known Joshua, and seen al 
the Lord had done for the Israelites b 
hand. But by degrees they began to m 
God's commands, and in different parts o 
country they entered into .leagues and 
friends with the heathen people, instes 
casting them out utterly, as God had ord 
Then the Lord sent one of His holy ang 
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rebuke them, and he came to the people and 
reproached them with their disobedience, and 
told them how, because they had displeased 
God, He would cease to drive out their ene- 
mies from before them, and He would allow 
the heathen people to be as thorns in their 
sides, and their false gods as a snare unto 
them. 

When the people heard the words of the 
Angel, they were very sorry, and lifted up their 
voice, and wept, and they oflFered sacrifices 
unto the Lord. But their repentance did not 
last long; the next generation that grew up 
forgot God and all the wonders He had wrought 
for their fathers. The heathen among whom 
they dwelt taught them their ways, and the 
people forsook the Lord, and worshipped the 
false gods of Canaan, Baal and Ashtaroth. 
God's anger came upon them for this, as He 
had said it would do ; and He did not fight with 
them any more, so that they were conquered 
by all their enemies. From time to time some 
one rose up among the people who led them 
back again towards their God, and He heard 
their groanings under their heathen oppressors, 
and came to help them ; but then after awhile 
they fell back again, and " ceased uoX. ixovs^ 
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their own doings, nor from their stubborn way." 
Then God said that He would no more drive 
out any of the nations from before them. > 

The persons by whose means God now led 
the children of Israel were called judges, be- 
cause they judged and ruled the people, and 
for a time saved them from their enemies. The 
first of these judges was called Othniel. He 
was the nephew of Caleb, who had been so 
faithful to Joshua. For eight years the king 
of Mesopotamia had oppressed Israel, and the 
people cried unto the Lord in their trouble. 
He heard them, and sent forth His Spirit 
upon Othniel, and taught him how to lead the 
people, so as to conquer their enemies. When 
God fought with His people, they were certain 
to win the battle; and so Othniel overthrew 
the king of Mesopotamia, and for forty years 
the children of Israel had rest. 

However, when Othniel died, the people fell 
back to their sinful ways, and displeased the 
Lord ; and soon Eglon, the king of Moab, got 
the mastery over them, and kept it for eighteen 
years. It seems strange to read of the children 
of Israel going on under Eglon's tyranny all 
those long years, when they had but to cry 
humbly to their God for help, and He, Whose 
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arm was not shortened that He could not save, 
was certain to help them. 

When at length they cried to the Lord, He 
raised them up another deliverer, a man of the 
tribe of Benjamin, called Ehud, who killed the 
king of Moab, and gathering the Israelites into 
an army, led them to battle and quite subdued 
Moab. This time the people had eighty years' 
peace, before they had fresh troubles, and then 
Shamgar was sent to deliver them from the 
Philistines, who had again troubled them very 
sorely. 



DEBORAH AND BARAK. 

The next king that oppressed the Children 
of Israel, was Jabin, king of Canaan. He was 
a very mighty monarch, and had nine hundred 
chariots of iron. For twenty years Jabin treated 
the Israelites very cruelly, and at length in their 
misery they cried unto the Lord. As usual, 
the Lord heard and answered their prayer ; and 
as if to show them that His Hand was power- 
ful to help ia whatever way He pleased, it was 
by a woman that He delivered them thi% l\xMi* 

There was a Hebrew woman caW^^TiOooT^^ 
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the wife of Lapidoth, who was greatly revei 
of all the people for her wisdom ; she 
under a palm tree on Mount Ephraim, ai 
Israelites used to go there to her that she 
give judgment for them. 

Now it pleased God to tell Deborah wh 
people should do, and she sent for a 
named Barak, the son of Abinoam, anc 
him that the Lord would have him lea 
thousand men of the tribes of Naphtal 
Zebulon towards Mount Tabor. And De 
told Barak that when he had done this, 
would bring Jabin's great army, led by its 
tain Sisera, down to the River Kishon 
there would deliver the whole army, wii 
the king's chariots, into his hands. 

Barak intreated Deborah to go with hin 
she agreed, but by the gift of prophecy, y 
God gave her, she foretold that Barak ^ 
not have the glory of the victory, as the 
would deliver the great Captain, Sisera, i 
woman's hand. 

Then Barak gathered together his ten 
sand men, and he and they, and Deborah, 
up to Mount Tabor as the Lord had 
manded. There was a certain man < 
Heber who dwelt in the plains of Kedesli 
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,. Was a descendant of Moses' fatber-in-law, and 
I had in a way separated himself from the people 
of the land> but he was living at peace with 
King Jabin. Now he gave Sisera notice that 
the Israelites were gone up to Mount Tabor, 
and directly Sisera gathered his army, his cha- 
riots and horses, and went to the River Kishon, 
expecting utterly to destroy the enemy. But 
the Children of Israel had One mightier than 
all the kings and armies on earth with them. 
^ " They fought from heaven ; — the stars in their 
; courses fought against Sisera ;" and God gave 
Israel strength utterly to defeat the great army. 
Chariots and horses, and armed men, were all 
overthrown with the edge of the sword, and 
swept away by the strong fierce stream of the 
River Kishon. 

When the Captain of this great host, Sisera, 
saw how he was beaten, and all his men slain, 
. he fled away alone and on foot, to try and save 
his own life. Now the Lord had said by the 
mouth of Deborah, that Sisera should fall by 
the hand of a woman. He therefore sent Sisera 
to the tent of Heber the Kenite; and Jael, 
Heber's wife, came out to meet Sisera, and 
brought him in. The great Captain was wean^ 
and spent, and glad to lie down, andi 3^^^ 
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covered him with a mantle. Sisera askc 
to give him a little water to quench his i 
and Jael gave him milk to drink. Th 
hade her stand in the door of the tent, s 
" If any man doth come and inquire of 
and say, Is there any man here? that 
shalt say, No.'* 

Then Sisera, being very weary, turned 
and fell asleep ; and Jael, when she saw tl 
slept, took one of the great nails of the 
and a hammer, and went gently to his sid 
smote the nail into Sisera's temples, 
through into the ground. So he died. 

Later on, Barak came in pursuit of S 
and Jael went out to meet him, sajdng, " ( 
and I will show thee the man whom thou 
est." And when he came into her tent, b( 
Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in his ter 
Thus God subdued His enemies, and save 
* people from the hand of Jabin king of Ci 
Then Deborah and Barak gave great t 
unto the Lord their Avenger, and sang i 
of triumph before all the people, saying, " 
ye the Lord for the avenging of Israel, 
the people willingly offered themselves. 
O ye kings ! give ear, O ye princes f I, e 
will sing unto the Lord. I will sing pn 
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the Lord God of Israel. Lord, when Thou 
wentest out of Seir, when Thou marchedst out 
of the field of Edom, the earth trembled, and 
the heavens dropped ; the clouds also dropped 
water. The mountains melted from before the 
Lord, even Sinai from before the Lord God of 
Jsrael. Awake, awake, Deborah : awake, awake, 
utter a song : Arise, Barak, and lead captivity 
captive, thou son of Abinoam. . . . The Lord 
make thee have dominion over the mighty. . . « 
The kings came and fought. . . . the stars in 
their courses fought against Sisera. The River 
of Kishon swept them away, that ancient river, 
the River Kishon. O my soul, thou hast 
trodden down strength. 

"Then were the horsehoofs broken, the 
prancings of their mighty ones. 

" Blessed above women shall Jael, the wife 
of Heber the Kenite be, blessed shall she be 
above women in the tent. He asked water 
and she gave him milk; she brought forth 
batter in a lordly dish. She put her hand to 
the nail, and her right hand to the workman's 
hammer; and with the hammer she smote 
Sisera, she smote off his head, when she had 
pierced and stricken through his temples. M. 
jier feet he bowed, he fell, he lay doN^ii •. «X\i^^ 
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feet he bowed, he fell : where he bowed, there 
he fell down dead. 

" The mother of Sisera looked out at a 
window, and cried through the lattice. Why is 
his chariot so long in coining ? why tarry the 
wheels of his chariot ? 

" Her wise ladies answered her, yea, she re- 
turned answer to herself. Have they not sped, 
have they not divided the prey ; to every man 
a damsel or two ; to Sisera a prey of divers 
colours of needlework on both sides, meet for 
the necks of them that take the spoil ? Solet 
all Thine enemies perish, O Lord : but let 
them that love Him be as the sun when he 
goeth forth in his might/* 

After this great victory the Children of Israd 
had peace and rest again for forty years. 



GIDEON. 



The whole history of Israel is one constant 
chain of sinning against God, and bearing the 
punishment of their sins : crying out for mercyi 
and receiving His help and deliverance, and 
then falling back into sin, when the suffering 
was past. 
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So now again we read how in forty years 
after the Lord had granted His people so great 
deliverance from Jabin and Sisera, they forgot 
His mercies, and again did evil in His sight. 
And the Lord delivered them into the hands of 
the Midianites and the Amalekites. These 
people came up in very great numbers, too 
great to be counted, even as the sand of the 
sea-shore. They rode upon camels and they 
destroyed all the land, both in its fruits, and 
alHhe cattle. Thus the Israelites were brought 
into great need, and they were forced to hide 
themselves in caves and rocky dens of the 
mountains for fear of their terrible foes. 

After seven years of this misery, Israel 
turned to God, and the people cried to Him 
for help. Then He sent a message to the 
people: "Thus saith the Lord your God, I 
brought you up from Egypt, and brought you 
forth out of the house of bondage, and I deli- 
vered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, 
and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, 
and drove them out from before you, and gave 
yeu their land. And I said unto you, I am the 
Lord your God ; fear not the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell : but ye have 
not obeyed My Voice.'* 
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Now there dwelt in Ophrah a certain man 
called Joash, of the tribe of Manasseh, who 
had followed the heathen among whom he 
lived, and had an altar of Baal, and a sacred 
grove of trees around it. This man had a soa 
named Gideon, whom the Lord chose now as 
the means of saving the Israelites from their 
enemies' hand. 

Gideon was threshing wheat near to his fa- 
ther's winepress, fearing lest the Midianites 
should come and take away what little he had 
got, when the Angel of God came and sat under 
an oak tree hard by, and showed himself to 
Gideon, saying, ^' The Lord is with thee, thoa 
mighty man of valour." Gideon saw that his 
visitor was from heaven, and answered, " O my 
Lord, if the Lord be with us, why then is all 
this befallen us ? and where be all His miracles 
which our fathers told us of, saying. Did not 
the Lord bring us up from Egypt ? But now 
the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us 
into the hands of the Midianites." 

Then the Lord looked upon Gideon, and 
said, ''Go in this thy might, and thou shalt 
save Israel from the hand of the Midianites : 
have not I sent thee ?" 

Then Gideon was afraid, and axi^^et^iL, " Q 
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my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel ? be- 
hold, my family is poor, and I am the least in 
my father's house/' 

But the Lord said unto him, " Surely I will 
be With thee, and thou shalt smite the Midian- 
ites as one man." Now Gideon knew that it 
was the Lord Who spoke to him, but in his 
humility he could hardly yet believe that he 
was really chosen of God to do this great 
work. So he besought the Lord to give him 
a sign that he had really found grace in His 
Sight, and that it was indeed the Lord Who 
spoke to him by His Angel. If it was really 
even so, he entreated that the Angel might 
tarry there while he went and fetched a meat- 
offering, as was the Hebrews' custom. 

And the Angel answered, " I will tarry until 
thou come again." 

Then Gideon went in, and made ready his 
meat-offering, and brought it out — ^the flesh of 
a kid, and the broth in which it was boiled, 
and unleavened cakes of flour — and he pre- 
sented it to the Angel where he sat under the 
oak. And the Angel bade Gideon place the 
flesh and the bread on a rock near, and pour 
out the broth. When this was done, the 
Angel put forth the end of the st^SE XJoaS. ^^v& ^^ 
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his hand, and touched the flesh and the cakes 
and there rose up fire out of the rock» ai 
burnt them up. And directly the Angel di 
appeared from his sight. 

Then Gideon saw that his guest was n 
merely an earthly messenger sent by God, h 
one of His Holy Angels, and he was afraid, ai 
said, '^ Alas ! O Lord God ! for because I ha' 
seen an Angel of the LiOrd face to face 1" £ 
he thought that after so great and rare a f 
your he would not live. But the Lord sa 
unto him, '' Peace be unto thee, fear not : the 
shalt not die." Afterwards Gideon built { 
altar to the Lord on that same spot, and calli 
it Jehovah-shalom, which means, " The Loi 
send peace.'' 

That same night the Lord commanded G 
deon to throw down the altar of Baal, and 
cut down the grove of trees by it, and to tal 
one of his father's bullocks and offer it as 
burnt sacrifice with the wood cut down in tl 
grove. So Gideon, with ten of his own se 
vants, did this during the night ; they dar< 
not do it by day, for fear of the men of tl 
city, and even of Joash his own father's hous 
hold. 

When the morning dawned, the men of tl 
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city saw what had been done, and they were 
very angry. And when they found that it was 
Gideon who had done this, they went to Joash, 
and required him to give up his son Gideon 
tbat they might put him to death, because he 
had thrown down the altar of Baal and cut 
down the sacred grove. 

But Joash refused, and told the people that 
Baal was no god ; for if he were, he would 
8urely"be able to plead for himself when men 
overthrew his altar. And Joash called his son 
Jerubbaal, which means, '' Let Baal plead." 

Then all the Midianites and Amalekites and 
the children of the East, gathered themselves 
together into a great army, and pitched in the 
valley of Jezreel. But the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, and 
gathered together the people of Abiezer ; and 
he sent messengers throughout the country to 
the children of Manasseh, and Asher, and Ze- 
balon, and Naphtali, that they should come 
and fight for the Lord of Hosts. 

Before going up to war, Gideon asked a sign 
of the Lord that He would indeed save Israel 
by His servant Gideon's hand. He put a 
fleece of wool out upon the ground, and God 
caused all the dew to fall upon tVie &<^^c^ ^o\i^< 
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80 that in the morning, when Gideon wrung it, 
there was a bowl full of water in it, while all 
the earth around was quite dry. The next 
night just the opposite thing happened, by 
God's command — all the ground was wet with 
dew, and the fleece alone was dry. Thus God 
proved to Gideon His power over all things, in 
heaven and earth, and gave him fresh courage 
to go and fight against the heathen nations. 

Now the two armies were gathered together 
ready for battle ; but the Lord said unto Gi- 
deon, " The people that are with thee are too 
many for Me to give the Midianites into their 
hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against Me, 
saying, Mine own hand hath saved me. Now 
therefore go to, proclaim in the ear of the 
people, saying. Whosoever is fearful and afraidj 
let him return and depart early from Moont 
Gilead." 

Twenty-two thousand of the people used 
this permission, and went away, but there re- 
mained still a force of ten thousand men. 

Then the Lord said unto Gideon, " The 
people are yet too many, bring them down into 
the water, and I will try them for thee there ; 
and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, 
! This shall go with thee,' the same shall gQ 
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nth thee : and of whomsoever I say onto thee, 
This shall not go with thee/ the same shall 
lot go/' 

So when Gideon had brought the people 
lown to the water, the Lord bade him note 
iow the people drank from it : the men who 
apped the water from their hands he was to 
)ut apart from those who knelt down to drink 
Tom the stream. Gideon obeyed — ^and all 
»ve three hundred of the men went down upon 
heir knees to drink. Then God said to Gi- 
leon, " By the three hundred men that lapped 
nil I save you, and deliver the Midianites into 
hine hand ; and let all the other people go 
jvery man unto his place." 

Gideon obeyed, and during the night that 
oUowed, the Lord said unto him, " Arise, get 
:bee down unto the host, for I have delivered 
t into thine hand, and thou shalt hear what 
;hey say, and afterwards shall thine hands 
3e strengthened to go down unto the host.** 
GrOD also bade him take Phurah his servant, 
md go down and hear what the Midianites 
said. So in the stillness of the night, Gideon 
md his single follower went down into the out- 
skirts of the enemy's host. Well might Gi- 
ieon require a sign of the Lord to inak^ \mxv 
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believe that with three hundred men he cooid 
destroy this mighty army ; for the " childrea 
of the East " lay along in the valley like grass- 
hoppers for multitude : and their camels were 
without number, as the sand by the seaside for 
multitude. 

Now as Gideon passed along in the darkness, 
he heard one Midianite soldier telling his dream 
to another. " Behold," he said, ** I dreamed a 
dream, and lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled 
into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, 
and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that 
the tent lay along." 

Then the other soldier answered and siddi 
" This is nothing else save the sword of GideoOi 
the son of Joash, a man of Israel : for into his 
hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the 
host.*' When Gideon heard this dream, and 
the interpretation given by the Midianite sol- 
dier, he worshipped the Lord, and went back 
to the army of Israel, and said, " Arise, for the 
Lord hath delivered into your hand the host of 
Midian.'' 

Then Gideon divided the three hundred men 
into three companies, and to every man he 
gave a pitcher which had nothing within it 
save a lamp or torch, and in the other hand 
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he made each man carry a trumpet. And he 
said unto them, '' Look on me and do likewise, 
and behold, when I come to the outside of the 
camp, it shall be, that as I do, so shall ye do. 
When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are 
with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on 
every side of all the camp, and say, The sword 
of the LfORD, and of Gideon.'' 

So at the appointed time, just after the 
watch was newly set, Gideon and his company 
came to the enemy's camp, and all at once 
they blew their trumpets, and breaking the 
pitchers held up their lamps, and with mighty 
voice they cried, " The sword of the Lord, and 
of Gideon." Then all the hosts of Midian 
were afraid, and they cried out, and ran hither 
and thither, and tried to fly, and in their dis- 
may and confusion, they fell upon one another, 
and were quite defeated. 

After this Gideon gained some more victo- 
ries over several kings and princes of Midian, 
80 that they lifted up their heads no more, and 
the Israelites were at peace for forty years. 
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ABIMELECH. 

Gideon died in a good old age, and as soc 
as he was dead, the people returned to the 
wicked ways, and served the heathen idols. £ 
God punished them through the sons of the 
judge and deliverer Gideon. Gideon had k 
a very large family, and one of his sons, who 
name was Abimelech, rose up and asked t1 
people to make him their king. Some of l 
relations gave him money, and with that 1 
hired a company of idle light followers^ ai 
going to his father's house at Ophrah, tan 
dered all his brethren except one — the youn 
est of Gideon's sons, Jotham, who contriv 
to hide himself, and so escaped. Then he ai 
his followers called Abimelech king. 

When Jotham heard what Abimelech h 
done, he went out to the top of Mount Ge: 
zim, and spoke to the people of Shechem in 
parable, asking whether they had done tru 
and rightly by their late chief Jerubbaal ( 
Gideon,) in killing so many of his sons, to i 
up one of the least worthy ? " If ye have dei 
truly," Jotham said, " then rejoice ye in AI 
melech, and let him also rejoice in you ; bat 
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not, let fire come out and devour both Abime- 
lech and his followers." 

Then Jotham fled, and hid himself for fear of 
Abimelech. For three years Abimelech ruled, 
and then God allowed division and ill-will to 
spring up between him and the people, and the 
men of Shechem in their turn dealt treacherously 
with Abimelech ; till after several battles and 
much warfare he was killed, while seeking to 
take the strong tower of a city called Thebez. 
Abimelech was trying to burn the tower-door, 
when a woman from above cast a piece of mill- 
stone upon his head. Then Abimelech called 
hastily to his armourbearer, and said, '' Draw 
thy sword, and slay me, that men say not of 
me, A woman slew him." And the armour- 
bearer killed him. Thus God punished both 
Abimelech and the people who followed him in 
his wickedness, and fulfilled Jotham's curse 
upon them. 



JEPHTHAH. 



After this other judges rose up to defend 
Israel : — ^Tola, and Jair. But after Jair's death 
the people forsook the Lord, and served Him 
not, and His anger was hot against Wie^cck^ ^xA 

II. E 
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He allowed the children of Ammon, and 
heathen nations, to vex and oppress theE 
length the Israelites cried to the Lord ii 
trouble, saying, ** We have sinned agaiosl 
both because we have forsaken our Gk] 
also served Baal/' 

Awful indeed was the answer they re 
from their offended Lord. He remindec 
how many times they had cried unto Hii 
He had delivered them from the hand o\ 
enemies. ^^Yet ye have forsaken Me 
Lord said, ** and served other gods ; wh< 
I will deliver you no more : — go and en 
the gods which ye have chosen ; let the 
liver you in the time of your tribulation.' 

Then the children of Israel humbled 
selves ; they put away the strange godi 
served the Lord again, and confessed the 
saying, " We have sinned ; do Thou ur 
whatsoever seemeth good unto Thee; c 
us only, we pray Thee, this day.*' 

And God, the Ever-Merciful Father, 
never turns away from His children, wher 
really and heartily repent, took pity upon 
once more; and raised them up a del: 
called Jephthah. 

Jeph tbah was the son of a tn»ii e^^ Q^ 



JSPBTHAH. 51 

his family had treated him unkindly, and driven 
him forth into a strange land. But now when 
ihey wanted a chieflain,and heard that Jephthah 
was a mighty and powerful man, they begged 
him to return as their captain and lead them 
against the children of Ammon. Jephthah re- 
minded the people of Gilead how unkindly they 
had treated him ; but he forgave thiDse past 
wrongs, and went forth at the head of his 
people, guided by God's Holy Spirit. The 
Lord ^delivered the heathen nations into Jeph* 
thah's hand, as he went on through the enemy's 
country. Now Jephthah had made a vow before 
GrOD before he went out to battle, saying, " If 
Thou shalt without fail deliver the children of 
Ammon into my hands, then it shall be, that 
whatsoever Cometh forth of the doors of my house 
to meet me, when I return in peace from the 
diildren of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord's, 
and I will offer it up for a burnt-offering." 

When the war was over, and Jephthah came 
home to his own house at Mizpeh, behold, his 
daaghter came out to meet him with timbrels 
and dances ; and she was his only child, beside 
her he had neither son nor daughter. Then 
Jephthah was very sore grieved when he saw his 
childi and he. rent his clothes, and laiiveTi\.^dL\2L\^ 
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VOW very bitterly. He told his daughter about 
it, saying, '' I have opened my mouth unto the 
Lord, and I cannot go back." Then his daugh- 
ter meekly made answer, " My father, if thou 
hast opened thy mouth unto the Lord, do to 
me according to that which hath proceeded out 
of thy mouth, forasmuch as the Lord hath 
taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even 
of the children of Ammon." 

The only request she made was to be allowed 
to go up for two months into the mountaiiiB 
with her maiden companions, to bewail her defr* 
tiny, and to make ready to meet her father's 
will. Then she returned, and Jephthah fulfilled 
his vow. 



SAMSON. 



After Jephthah several judges governed Is- 
rael, — Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon. But onoe 
more the people fell away and displeased the 
Lord, and He delivered them into the hand of 
the Philistines. Yet, in His wrath. He remem- 
bered mercy, and raised up a deliverer for His 
people. Now there was a man of the tribe of 
Dan, called Manoah, who had no child. And 
God sent His Angel to Mauo^V«» mfe,\j^ tfiU 



SAMSON. 53 

her that she should have a son, who should be 
all his life long dedicated to God. And Ma- 
noah prayed unto the Lord, and said, " O my 
Lord, let the man of God which Thou didst 
send, come again unto us, and teach us what we 
shall do unto the child that shall be born/' 

Gk)D heard Manoah's prayer, and the Angel 
came again. Then his wife ran to fetch Ma- 
noah, and the Angel told Manoah all God's 
will concerning the child that was to be given 
him. Then Manoah asked, saying, " What is 
thy name, that when thy sayings come to pass, 
we may do thee honour?" And the Angel 
said to him, " Why askest thou after my name, 
seeing it is secret ?" 

Manoah asked no more questions; but he 
offered up a kid as a burnt-offering to the 
Lord; and while he and his wife looked on, 
they beheld a very wondrous sight ; for when 
the altar flames rose up toward Heaven, the 
Angel of the Lord ascended in the flame. 
Then they knew that he was an Angel indeed 
who had visited them, and they fell on their 
&ce8 and worshipped God, Who had sent them 
80 gracious a visitor. 

In due course of time Manoah and his wife 
had a son, and they called his name ^^.tck^e^oxv. 
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As the child grew God's blessii^ was upc 
and the Spirit of the Lord was seen tc 
and guide him. God gave Sanson the 
very great strength and power, more th 
other man then living. One day he wai 
down to Timnath, and in the vinejrardi 
came a young lion forth upon him. Tl 
Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon Si 
so that although he had no weapon of ai 
in his hand, he killed the lion as he mi^ 
done a kid. Samson did not tell any on 
he had done. After a time he came ba 
same way, and he went to k>ok for the 
carcase. And, behold, there was a swi 
bees and honey in the carcase of the lion. 
Samson took some of the honey and ate 
he gave some to his father and moth 
still he did not tell them whence it came 
Now Samson had found a wife at Tii 
and during the wedding feast he asked a 
of the men of that city, sa5ang, " If ye cj 
tainly declare it me within the seven i 
the feast, and find it out, then will I gr 
thirty sheets, and thirty changes of gari 
but if ye cannot declare it me, then si 
give me thirty sheets and thirty changes i 
ments." They accepted the challenge, so 
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fiOQ put forth his riddle. It was this : '' Out 
of the eater came £atth meat, and out of the 
strong came forth sweetness." 

The seven days were almost over, and no 
one had been able to find out the riddle. Then 
the neighbours went to Samson's wife, and 
threatened that unless she would entice her 
husband to tell her the answer, they would 
burn her father's house. So she wept, and in- 
treated Samson, till at last he could withstand 
her no longer, and he told her, and she told 
the men of her city. Then they came at the 
time fixed, before the sun went down, and an- 
swered, '^What is sweeter than honey, and 
what is stronger than a lion ?" Samson was 
stngry, and reproached them with the unfair 
way in which they had found out his riddle, but 
still he paid them the promised things. 

Samson went back to his own country in his 
wrath, and when he returned to Timnath, he 
found that his wife's father had given her to 
another husband. Then he was very angry, 
and he went and caught three hundred foxes, 
and tied them two and two together, with a 
burning firebrand between their tails, and turned 
them into tb^ Philistines' standing com ; and 
it WM aU burnt, as well as the o\\vc^ %xA Nvaa- 
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yards. The Philistines, in revenge, burnt Sam- 
son's father-in-law and his wife, and their house. 
Then Samson slew them with a great slaughter, 
and afterwards he went and dwelt on the top 
of a rock called Etam. 

The Philistines came up into Judah to take 
Samson prisoner ; and the men of Judah, who 
were subject to the Philistines, and afraid of 
them, went to Samson, saying, " Knoweet 
thou not that the Philistines are rulers over 
us ? What is this that thou hast done unto 
us ?" Samson answered, '' As they did unto 
me, so have I done unto them." 

The men of Judah wanted to bind Sam- 
son, and deliver him over to the Philistines, 
hoping by doing so to escape their vengeance. 
Samson allowed them to bind him with strong 
new cords ; but when he came to Lehi, and the 
Philistines shouted against him, the Spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon him, and the 
cords that were upon his arms became as flax 
that was burnt with fire, and his bands loosed 
from ofi* his hands. And he found for a wea^ 
pon the jawbone of an ass, and with that, in- 
stead of sword or spear, he slew a thousand 
men, and delivered Judah from the Philistines. 
But when the battle was overj and Samson bad 
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thrown away the jawbone, he was quite over- 
come with thirst. Then he called upon the 
Lord, and said, '' Thou hast given this great de- 
liverance into the hand of Thy servant : and 
now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand 
of the uncircumcised ?" Then God turned the 
ass's jawbone into a fountain of water, and 
Samson drank, and he revived, and his spirit 



came agam. 



Another time he went to the town of Gaza, 
sind carried away the gates of the city, taking 
bhem up to the top of a hill by Hebron. « 

But Samson's days of greatness were coming 
to an end. There was a Philistine woman named 
Delilah whom Samson loved, and through her 
his enemies tried to get the mastery over him. 
They came to her and said, '' £ntiee him, and 
see wherein his great strength lieth, and by what 
means we may prevail against him that we may 
bind him to afflict him, and we will give thee 
Bvery one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver." 

Then DeUlah asked Samson to tell her 
wherein his great strength lay, and how he 
might be bound ? He made answer, that if 
they bound him with seven green withs that 
bad never been dried, he should be weak like 
any other man. 
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So Delilah got the green withs and be 
Samson, having hid several mea ready to i 
him. Then she called out, saying, " The 
listines be upon thee, Samson ;'' and he sp 
up and burst the withs, as a thread of tc 
^' broken when it touches fire. Delifath said h( 

mocked her, and she begged him really tc 
j her what bonds would be strong enough to 

[I him. This time Samson told her that i 

Ij were bound with new ropes which had n 

been used, he should be weak like any c 
|! [i xnan ; but when Delilah tried them, he bi 

<^' i' through the new ropes as he had done be 

Again Delilah reproached him, and he told 
that if the seven locks of his hair w^re wi 
with a web, he would be helpless. So 
&8tened his hair into the weaver's web ¥ 
Samson was asleep, and when he was koi 
he went forth, carrying the web and the wea^i 
pin with him. 

Delilah said to him, " How canst thou 
. I love thee^ when thine heart is not with i 

I ;i Thou hast mocked me these three times. 

1^ '^ hast not told me wherein thy great strei 

I \. lieth." And it came to pass, when she pre 

him daily with her words, and urged bin 
:ri. that bis soul was vexed unto deaths that 
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iboM her all his heart, and how his great strength 
depended on his obeying God's word, that no 
iHzor should touch him ; and that if he were 
l^ren his strength would go from him , and he 
^OQld become like any other man. When Deli- 
lah saw that Samson had really told her his se- 
csiet, har covetous heart was glad ; and she sent 
to the chief Philistines, who came and brought 
her iiie money which they had promised her. 

Then she watched to get Samson to sleep, 
and made a man come while he slept and shame 
off his hair ; and directly his strength began to 
-go from him. When Delilah roused him, say- 
ing, ^' The Philistines be upon thee, Samson !" 
he awoke, saying, " I will go out as at other 
times before, and shake myself;" not knowing 
that the Lord was departed from him. Like 
too many of us« Samson had not taken good 
efeore >0f God's gift which was entrusted to him, 
and in his self-confidence and rashness he had 
lost it. The strength was not Samson's, but 
God'b; and now, though to outer sight he 
looked just the same, he was weak like any 
otiber man, and the Philistines took him easily, 
and bound him with chains, putting out both 
bis eyeSf and setting him to grind in the prison 
lA Qasa. 
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They rejoiced greatly over his diefeat, and 
after awhile they made a great feast and sacri' 
fice to their false idol Dagon, praising him for 
having delivered this terrible foe into their 
hand. While they were full of mirth and glad- 
ness, they sent for their poor blind captive, 
that he might make sport for them, and they 
set him between the pillars of the house. But 
they did not know that his hair was growing 
again, and that with his hair his strength was 
returning. 

Now in the house where the feast was, were 
assembled together all the lords of the Philis- 
tines, and a very great company of men and 
women ; besides about three thousand more 
people, who were upon the roof, looking on. 
Samson was led by a boy, and he asked the lad 
to let him lean upon the pillars of the house. 
When he felt them, Samson called unto the 
Lord, and said, '' O Lord God, remember me 
I pray Thee, and strengthen me, I pray Thee, 
only this once, O God, that I may be at once 
avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes." 
Then Samson took hold of the two middle 
pillars upon which the house stood, and say- 
ing, "Let me die with the Philistines," he 
bowed himself with all his might, and the house 
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ell upoD the people, and they were all killed, 
lODC escaped. But Samson died too. Then 
lis brethren came for his body, and took him 
lome, and buried him beside his father Manoab. 
Samson had judged Israel for twenty years. 



RUTH. 



It pleased the Lord to send a famine in 
he land in the days of one of these Judges 
>f Israel, and the people sought to find food 
n countries where there was greater plenty. 
\inong others, a man called Elimelech, who 
ived at Bethlehem, went into the land of 
!bf oab, with his wife Naomi, and his two sons, 
Vlahlon and Chilion. These two young men 
narried Moabite wives, — Orpah and Ruth. 
Awbout ten years after Elimelech and Naomi 
bad settled in Moab, he died, and afterwards 
x>th his sons died also. Then when Naomi 
found herself alone without husband or son, 
she longed to be in her own land again ; and 
bearing that the Lord had visited His people, 
and given them plenty again, she set off to re- 
turn to the land of Judah. 

Naomi's two widowed daughters-in-law set 
off with her, and went part of the way \ and 
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then Naomi spake to them tenderly, and said, 
'' Go, re tarn each to her mother's house ; thi 
Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have dolt 
with the dead and with me; the Lord gnat 
you that ye may find rest, each of you in the 
house of her husband.'* And Naomi kissed 
her two daughters as she bade them farewell, 
and they all lifted up their voice, and wept 
Both Orpah and Ruth said, " Surely we will 
return with thee unto thy people." 

But Naomi would not hear of this; she 
again bade them return to their own people, 
and seek to begin life again ; and though they 
all still wept very sore, Orpah ceased to resist, 
and kissing her mother-in-law, she turned haxk 
to Moab. But Ruth clave unto her. 

Then Naomi said, " Behold, thy 8ister4ii- 
law is gone back unto her people, and to her 
gods ; return thou after thy sister-in-law." 
And Ruth answered, saying, '' Intreat me not 
to leave thee, or to return from following 
after thee ; for whither thou goest, I will go ; 
and where thou lodgest, I will lodge : thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God my 
God : where thou diest will I die, and there will 
I be buried ; the Lord do so to me, and more 
also, if aught but death part thee and me." 
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When Naomi gaw that Ruth was stedfastly 
nded to go with her, she left off speaking 
Bunst it, and the mother and daughter went 

together till they came to Bethlehem. 
"When the two women reached Naomi's na- 
re place, all the city was nH)ved about them, 
d the people came to hear of her doings. 
yw the name Naomi means *' Pleasant,'' so she 
id unto them, *' Call me not Naomi, but call 
3 Mara," (which means " Bitter,") ** for the 
LMiGHTY hath dealt very bitterly with me : I 
mt out full, and the Lord hath brought me 
»me again empty; why then call ye me 
lomi, seeing the Lord hath testified against 
3, and the Almighty hath afflicted me ?" 
Naomi and Roth lived together in Beth- 
lem, and it was so that th^ arrived there 
}t about the time of the barley harvest, and 

they were very poor, Ruth asked Naomi to 
: her go out into the fields and glean. Now 
ere was in Bethlehem a mighty man of great 
»alth, named Boaz, who was a kinsman of 
imelech, Naomi's husband. And it pleased 
on so to order things, that Ruth went all 
ilcnowing, into Boaz' fields, and gleaned after 
s reapers. By and by Boaz came forth to 
e fieldd, and met his husbandmen, saying. 
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" The Lord be with you.'* And they answe 
him, "The Lord bless thee." Then R 
saw Ruth, and he asked his servant who ^ 
set over the reapers who she was. The serva 
answered, saying, 'Mt is the Moabitish dam£ 
that came back with Naomi out of the counti 
of Moab ; and she said, " I pray you, let m 
glean and gather after the reapers among tb( 
sheaves : so she came, and hath continued evei 
from the morning until now, that she tarried ] 
little in the house." 

So Boaz went to Ruth, and spoke kindly U 
her, saying, " Hearest thou not, my daughter I 
Go not to glean in another field, neither g( 
from hence, but abide here fast by my maidens 
Let thine eyes be on the field that they d( 
reap, and go thou after them ; have not ] 
charged the young men that they shall noi 
touch thee? and when thou art athirst, ff. 
unto the vessels, and drink of that which th 
young men have drawn." Then Ruth fell oi 
her face, and bowed herself to the ground, anc 
said unto him, " Why have I found grace ii 
thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge 
of me, seeing I am a stranger ?" 

Boaz answered, saying, '* It hath fully he&\ 
showed me, all that thou hast done unto tb] 
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inother-in-Iaw since the death of thine hus- 
band : and how thou hast left thy father and 
mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art 
come unto a people which thou knewest not 
heretofore. The Lord recompense thy work, 
and a full reward be given thee of the Lord 
God of Israel, under Whose wings thou art 
come to trust." 

Then Ruth said, " Let me find favour in thy 
sight, my lord, for that thou hast comforted 
me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly 
unto thine handmaid, though I be not like 
unto one of thine handmaidens." 

And Boaz said unto her, ^' At mealtime come 
thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy 
morsel in the vinegar." So he made her share 
in the reapers' food, and afterwards when Ruth 
went back to glean, he bade the reapers to let 
her go where she would, and to let fall some 
handfuls on purpose for her. Thus Ruth went 
on gleaning until the evening, and then she 
took her barley, and went back to her mother- 
in-law. Naomi asked where she had been, and 
who had so favoured her ? And when Ruth 
answered that the man's name was Boaz, 
Naomi asked God's blessing on him for his 
Idndness, and told Ruth that he was o\i<^ oi \!ql^ 

II. F 
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nearest relations she had. Naomi also de^red 
Ruth to keep in Boaz' fields all through the 
harvest, and not to go anywhere else. 

The harvest came to an end. Ruth had 
steadily obeyed her mother-in-law, and now 
Naomi spoke to Ruth, and told her that she 
meant to seek rest and protection for her. So 
Ruth went on to do all that Naomi bade her, 
and went to Boaz in the threshing floor, where 
he was busy winnowing his barley. And Ruth 
told him who she was, and how he was the 
nearest relation of her husband's family, and 
so, by the Law of Moses, the right protector 
for his widow. Then Boaz answered, saying, 
" Blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter, 
for thou hast showed more kindness in the 
latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as 
thou foUowedst not young men, whether poor 
or rich. And now, my daughter, fear not; I 
will do to thee all that thou requirest ; for all 
the city of my people doth know that thou art 
a virtuous woman.'' Boaz filled Ruth's veil 
with barley, and sent her home to Naomi, and 
she, when Ruth told her all that had happened, 
was well content, and bade Ruth be so too. 

Now Boaz knew that there was another man 
still more nearly related to Elimelech's family 
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than himself ; so he called him, and told him 
that Naomi had some land to sell which had 
been Elimelech's, and asked if this relation 
was willing to buy it, and take Ruth theMoab- 
itess for his wife ? But his kinsman could not 
do this. Therefore Boaz said unto the elders, 
and unto all the people, '' Ye are witnesses this 
day, that I have bought all that was Elime- 
leeh's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, 
of the hand of Naomi. Moreover, Ruth the 
Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I pur- 
chased to be my wife, to raise up the name of 
the dead upon his inheritance, that the name 
of the dead be not cut off from among his 
brethren, and from the gate of his place ; ye 
are witnesses this day." 

Then all the people and the elders answered, 
" We are witnesses." And they asked God's 
blessing upon Boaz and Ruth. So Boaz took 
Ruth for his wife — and their first-born son was 
Obed, who afterwards became the father of 
Jesse, and grandfather to David. 

Naomi was very happy when this grandchild 
.was given her, and rejoiced in the gladness of 
her loving faithful daughter-in-law ; and she 
took the little child into her bosom, and was 
Hs nuisBe. 
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If you look at the third chapter of S. Lake'fl 
gospel, where the parentage of our Blessed 
Lord is given, you will see that Joseph, His 
earthly father, was a direct descendant of this 
same " Obed the son of Boaz,'' (verse 33|) and 
so the lowly gentle Ruth, who left her people 
and country out of love to her desolate motha> 
in-law, was given the great privilege of bearing 
a son from whose family the Messiah should 
come. 

" He hath exalted the humble and meek." 



SAMUEL'S CHILDHOOD. 

There was a certain man living at Raroah 
on Mount Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah, 
who was faithful before God, and very devout, 
and so was his wife Hannah ; but Hannah had 
no children, and she was very sorrowful for 
that reason. One year Elkanah and Hannah 
went up as usual to Shiloh to worship, and to 
oflfer sacrifice unto the Lord. When the sacri- 
fice was over, Hannah remained praying, for 
she was in bitterness of soul, and wept sore. 
And she vowed a vow, and said, " O Lord of 
hosts, if Thou wilt indeed look upon the 



sahvsl's childhood. 69 

tiOQ of Thine handmaid, and remember me, 
and not forget Thine handmaid, but wilt give 
ante Thine handmaid a man child, then will I 
give him unto the Lord all the days of his life, 
and there shall no razor come upon his head/' 

Now Eli the priest sat in the temple, and at 
fiivt when he saw Hannah so much moved, 
and her lips moving, though her voice was not 
heard, he thought she was drunken, and re- 
buked her. Hannah was not angry at being 
so mistaken ; she answered gently and humbly, 
and said, '' No, my lord, I am a woman of a 
sorrow All spirit: I have drunk neither wine 
nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul 
before the Lord. . . . out of the abundance 
of my complaint and grief have I spoken 
hitherto." 

Then Eli answered and said, ** Go in peace, 
and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition 
that thou hast asked of Him." Hannah was 
v&ry much cheered by this blessing, and she 
answered, ** Let thine handmaid find grace in 
thy sight," and went away joyfully, and her 
oountenance was no more sad. 

Hannah and her husband went home to 
Bamah, and after awhile Hannah's prayer was 
granted, and she and Elkanah had a son. They 



i 
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called him Samuel, which means in the He- 
brew, " Asked of God,*' saying, " Because I 
have asked him of the Lord." That time 
Hannah did not go up to Shiloh with Elkanah, 
for she said to him, ** I will not go up until the 
child be weaned, and then I will bring him, 
that he may appear before the Lord, and there 
abide for ever." Her husband agreed, sayingj 
** Do what seemeth thee good, tarry till thou 
have weaned him ; only the Lord establish His 
Word." 

In due course of time they took the little 
Samuel up to the House of the Lord at Shiloh, 
with offerings of flour and wine and bullocks^ 
and offered a sacrifice — ^and then they brought 
the child to Eli the priest. And Hannah said, 
** O my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am 
the woman that stood by thee here, praying 
unto the Lord^ For this child I prayed, and 
the Lord hath given me my petition which I 
asked of Him ; therefore also I have lent him 
to the Lord, as long as he liveth he shall be 
lent unto the Lord." Then they left Samuel 
with Eli to be trained up in the worship and 
fear of the Lord. 

Meanwhile Hannah burst forth in prayer very 
different from the sorrowful complaint she had 
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once poured out in that holy temple. Now 
her whole soul was filled with gladness and 
gratitude, and she prayed and said, '' My heart 
rejoiceth in the Lord, mine horn is exalted in 
the Lord; my mouth is enlarged over mine 
enemies, because I rejoice in Thy salvation. 
There is none holy as the Lord : for there is 
none beside Thee: neither is there any rock 
like our Gtod. Talk no more so exceeding 
proudly ; let not arrogancy come out of your 
mouth : for the Lord is a God of knowledge, 
and by Him actions are weighed. The bows 
of the mighty men are broken : and they that 
stumbled are girded with strength. They that 
were full have hired out themselves for bread, 
and they that were hungry ceased : so that the 
barren hath borne seven, and she that hath 
many children is waxed feeble. The Lord 
killeth, and maketh alive : He bringeth down 
to the grave and bringeth up. The Lord 
maketh poor, and maketh rich : He bringeth 
low and lifteth up. He raiseth up the poor 
out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from 
the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to 
make them inherit the throne of glory : for the 
pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and He 
hath set the world upon them. He will keep 
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the feet of His saints, and the ^cked shall be 
silent in darkness : for by strength shall no 
man prevail The adversaries of the Lord 
shall be broken to pieoeSi out of Heaven shall 
He thunder upon them : the Lord shall judge 
the ends of the earth; and He shall give 
strength unto His king, and exalt the horn of 
His anointed." 

Then Samuel remained at Shiloh, under M's 
care, and he ministered before the Lord in sadi 
things as a child could do, wearing a linen 
ephod, as our little choristers now wear linen 
surplices. And every year when Hannah came 
up to Shiloh to worship with Elkanah, she 
brought a little coat for her son. 

Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, and prayed 
God to reward them for their piety in devoting 
Samuel to the Lord's service, by giving them 
other children. And God answered his prayer, 
and gave them three more sons, and two 
daughters. 



GOD CALLING SAMUEL. 

Samuel continued to grow in the fear of 
God, and doubtless he must have been an 
earnest holy boy, for God was pleased to make 
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His special messenger to Eli, while be was 
yet but a little cbild. 

One * nigbt Eli was laid down in bis place, 
and his eyes began to wax dim ; Samuel too 
was laid down to sleep. The lamp of God 
was yet burning in the temple of the Lord — 
and all was still. Then in the solemn hush of 
the night, the Lord called Samuel. But he 
thought the voice was Eli's, and he ran to the 
aged priest, and said, ''Here am I, for thou 
didst call me.'' But Eli said, " I called not, 
lie down again/' So Samuel went and lay 
down again, but soon he was roused once more 
by a voice that said, " Samuel." And once 
more the child rose up and hastened to Eli, 
sajring, ** Here am I, for thou didst call me." 
But he met with the same answer from Eli, 
" I called not, my son, lie down again." 

Samuel did not yet know the wonder-working 
power of the Lord, Who had not yet revealed 
Himself unto him ; and, therefore, when a 
third time the Voice was heard, calling him 
by name, he still tho\ight it could be no other 
voice than Eli's. So again he arose, and went 
to hear his master's bidding. But now Eli 
perceived that it was the Lord Who had called 
the child ; so he bade him return and lie down. 
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and if the Lord should call him again, to aa 
swer, " Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth. 

From first to last Samuel seems to have had: 
no will of his own, but simply to have sought^ 
the way of obedience, and thus he lay down ift> 
his place once more; and when, as Eli ex^ 
pected, the Awful Voice again rang in his eiurSf 
calling, '' Samuel, Samuel !" the child ao*: 
swered, " Speak, Lord, for Thy servant hear- 
eth." 

Then the Lord gave into his charge a very.; 
solemn message of woe to Eli, whose sow 
Hophni and Phinehas were leading wicked lives, 
and causing many others to sin with them. ^' Be» j 
hold, I will do a thing in Israel,^' He said, ''at- 
which both the ears of every one that heareth 
it shall tingle. In that day I will perform 
against Eli all things which I have spoken ocm* 
cerning his house ; when I begin, I will also 
make an end. For I have told him that I will 
judge his house for ever, for the iniquity which 
he knoweth ; because his sons made themselves 
vile, and he restrained them not." 

When Samuel had heard the awful words, he : 
lay still until the morning, and then he did hia 
usual duties, and opened the doors of the 
Lord's house. But he was afraid to tell Eli of 
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le visioD God had sent him. Then Eli called 
amnel to him, and said, '' What is the thing 
lat the Lord bath said unto thee ? I pray 
lee hide it not from me : God do so to thee, 
id more also, if thou hide anything from me 
f all the things that He said unto thee/' And 
amuel told him every whit, and hid nothing 
om him. 

When Eli heard the solemn judgment of 
OD, he bowed himself in humble submission 
sfore it, only saying, '' It is the Lord, let Him 
•y vfh^,t seemeth Him good/' 

God's Judgment came, even as He had said, 
.rael was at war with the Philistines, and Israel 
as smitten, and about four thousand men 
ere slain. Then the Elders of Israel said, 
Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us to-day 
sfore the Philistines ? Let us fetch the ark 
* tlie covenant of the Lord out of Shiloh unto 
3, that when it cometh among us, it may save 
) out of the hand of our enemies." 

So the people sent to Shiloh, and took the 
'k of the covenant of the Lord of Hosts from 
^;ween the cherubims; and Eli's two sons, 
[ophni and Phinehas, went with it. Then when 
16 ark of God came into the camp, all Israel 
looted with a great shout, so that the earth 
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rang again. And when the Philistines heaid 
the noise of the shout, they said, '^What 
meaneth the noise of this great shout in the 
camp of the Hebrews ?" And they were told 
that the ark of the Lord was come into the 
camp. 

Then the Philistines were very much afraid, 
and they said, "God is come into the camp ; wod 
unto us, for there hath not been such a thing 
heretofore ! woe unto us 1 Who shall delivtf 
us out of the hands of these mighty Grodsf 
these are the Gods that smote the Egyptiani 
with all the plagues in the wilderness I Be 
strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye 
Philistines, that ye be not servants unto the 
Hebrews, as they have been to you : quit 
yourselves like men, and fight." 

The battle began ; the Philistines fought very 
bravely, and Israel had not the upholding Hand 
of the Lord, because they had displeased Him. 
So Israel was smitten, and fled before thdr 
enemies, and the slaughter was very great: 
thirty thousand men were slain, — ^the ark of 
God was taken by the Philistines, and Eli's two 
sons, Hophni and Phinehas, who were with it| 
were killed. The aged Eli sat upon a seat by 
the wayside, watching for tidings. He was a 
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ry old man, having seen ninety and eight 
^[nmers ; his eyes were dim so that he could 
it see, and his heart trembled for the ark of 
OD. Then a man who had escaped from the 
sfeated army came to Shiloh, with rent gar- 
tents, and dust upon his head, and as soon as 
3 reached the city, he told his sorrowful 
iings, and all the people cried out for grief, 
^hen Eli heard the tumult, he asked what it 
eant ? and the man came hastily in, and told 
em, saying, '' I am he that came out of the 
•my, and I fled to*day out of the army." 

Then Eli asked, trembling, " What is there 
me, my son ?'' And the messenger told him 
1, he spared nothing, but said, " Israel is fled 
efore the Philistines, and there hath been also 

great slaughter among the people, and thy 
wo sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead ; 
ad the ark of God is taken." 

And it came to pass, that when he made 
lention of the ark of God, Eli fell from off* 
lie seat backward by the side of the gate, 
nd his neck brake, and he died. He could 
ear to hear of the loss of his sons and his 
iends, but not that God's Glory was touched. 
\o EU died. 

Phinehas's wife also died in giving birth to 
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a son, when she heard all the sad tidings of 
her father-in-lawy and husband, and that tbe 
ark of God was taken. And as she departed, 
she named her child Ichabod, which meaiM^ 
** Where is the glory ?" saying, " The glory is 
departed from Israel, the ark of God is taken." 



THE IRK OF THE LORD. 

Meanwhile the Philistines were very glad 
to have the ark of God ; they took it to Ashr 
dod, and put it into the temple of their idd 
Dagon. But the next morning, on going into 
the temple, they found that the image of Dagoa 
had fallen upon its face to the earth before 
the Ark of the Lord. They took the image, 
and set it again in its place, but the next morn- 
ing, again Dagon was found on his face before 
the ark of the Lord ; and this time his head and 
both his hands were cut oflF. Moreover, the 
Lord visited the people of Ashdod heavilyi 
sending them a deadly plague of boils. 

Then the men of Ashdod said, " The ark of 
the God of Israel shall not abide with us, fat 
His Hand is sore upon us and upon Dagon our 
god." So they called all the lords of the Philis* 
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does to Ashdod, and said, " What shall we do 
with the ark of the God of Israel ?" Then the 
lords of the Philistines answered, " Let the ark 
ef the God of Israel be carried into Gath." 
r So the ark was carried to Gath ; but forth- 
"virith the Hand of the Lord was against that 
city, as it had been against Ashdod, with a very 
great destruction. Then they sent the ark on 
to Ekron, but it was the same there, so that 
when the people saw it arrive they cried out, 
5* They have brought the ark of God of Israel 
to slay us and our people." And they sent and 
JB^tfaered the lords of the Philistines, and said, 
ff^Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and 
let it go again to his own place, that it slay us 
not and our people." And the cry of the city 
jrent up to Heaven. 

- The Philistines consulted their priests and 

wise men how they should send back the ark, 

and they said, " Send it not empty, but in any 

wise return the Lord a trespass-offering, then 

shall ye be healed. And it shall be known unto 

you why His Hand is not removed from you." 

Furthermore, these heathen were so struck 

with the Lord's might, that they went on to 

gay, "Ye shall give glory unto the God of 

Isrsel, perad venture He will lighten His Hand 
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from off you, and from off your gods, and froo 
off your land. Wherefore, then, do ye hardei 
your hearts, as the Egyptians and Pharaol 
hardened their hearts ? when He had wrougb 
wonderfully among them, did they not let th 
people go, and they departed? Now, there 
fore, make a new cart, and take two mild 
cows, on which there hath come no yoke, ani 
tie the kine to the cart, and bring their calve 
home from them ; and take the ark of tb 
Lord, and lay it upon the cart, and put th 
jewels of gold, which ye return Him for a treci 
pass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof, am 
send it away, that ^it may go. And see, if i 
goeth up by the way of His own coast to Beth 
shemesh, then He hath done us this great evil 
but if not, then we shall know that it is no 
His Hand that smote us ; it was a chance tha 
hap penedunto us." 

All this was done exactly, and the kine di 
rectly took the straight way to Beth-shemesl 
going along the highway, never turning to th 
right hand or to the left, and lowing as the| 
went. The lords of the Philistines followed t 
the border of Beth-shemesh to see what woul 
happen. It chanced to be the time of wheat 
harvest^ and the people of Beth-shemesh wer 



THE ARK OF THB LORD. 81 

all in the valley, reaping their corn, and when 
they lifted up their eyes, and saw the ark, they 
rejoiced greatly at the welcome sight. The 
kine took the cart into a field belonging to a 
man named Joshua, and stood still beside a 
great stone. Then the Levites came, and put 
the jewels upon the stone, and clave the wood 
of the cart, and offered up the kine as a sacri- 
fice upon the stone as an altar. And the Phil- 
istines, who had watched all this, went back to 
their own country. 

But amid their rejoicings, the men of Beth- 
shemesh were not mindful of the reverence due 
to the Lord of Hosts, and the Ark of His 
Presence. They forgot that none but the 
priests alone might meddle with the ark, and 
that the people were forbidden by God to come 
near, or to gaze curiously upon it. But they 
came and looked into the ark, and God 
punished them by smiting fifty thousand and 
threescore of the people with death. An awful 
warning to all men never to forget the reverence 
due to God, whether it be to His Name, His 
House, or the persons and things set apart for 
His service. 



II. o 
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SAMUEL ANOINTS SAUL KINO. 

Whvn Samuel was growiDg old, the pe 
came to him, saying, " Behold, thou art 
and thy sons walk not in thy ways'; now n 
us a king to judge us like all the natio 
Samuel was displeased at this request, an 
his doubt he prayed to the Lord. And 
Lord said unto Samuel, '^Hearken unto 
voice of the people in all that they sayi 
thee : for they have not rejected thee, but t 
have rejected Me, that I should not reign i 
them. According to all the works which t 
have done since the day that I brought t 
up out of Egypt, even unto this day, where 
they have forsaken Me, and served other g 
so do they also unto thee. Now there 
hearken unto their voice : howbeit yet pro 
solemnly unto them, and show them the n 
ner of king that shall reign over them.'' 

Then Samuel spoke to the people, and 
them that God would give them a king, 
that they would rue the day, for that he wc 
oppress them. " Ye shall cry out in that c 
because of your king which ye have chc 
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r^ou, and the Lord will not hear you in that 
lay/' 

But the people would not listen ; they said, 
* Nay, but we will have a king to reign over 
18, that we may be like all the nations ; and 
:hat our king may judge us, and go out before 
IS, and fight our batties/' 

And the Lord told Samuel that on a certain 
lay He would send him a man out of the land 
>f Benjamin, who should be anointed king over 
Israel. 

This future king was Saul, the son of Kish. 
ie was '' a choice young man, and a goodly, 
ind there was not among the children of Israel 
i goodlier person than he ; from his shoulders 
md upward he was higher than any of the 
leople." 

Now it came to pass that Kish had lost some 
)f his asses, and he sent Saul with a servant 
x> seek them. Saul and his servant passed 
iirough a great many places, and found them 
lot ; and at last Saul gave up all hope of find- 
ing them, and said to his companion, '' Come, 
ind let us return, lest my father leave caring 
for the asses, and take thought for us.'' 

But the servant said, " Behold, there is in 
ills city a man of God, and he is an honourable 
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man, all that he saith cometh surely to pass: 
now let us go thither, peradventure he can 
show us our way that we should go/' 

So they went to seek Samuel. And as they 
came to Mizpeh, they found some young 
maidens going out of the city to draw water, 
who told them that Samuel was offering up a 
solemn sacrifice for the people that day, and 
that they would surely find him. And directly 
that they entered the city, they met Samuel 
going forth to the high place. 

As soon as Samuel came near Saul, the Lord 
said unto him, ^' Behold the man whom I spake 
to thee of; this same shall reign over My 
people. '* Then Saul went up to Samuel, and 
asked to be told where the seer (or prophet's) 
house was ? Samuel answered, " I am the 
seer ; go up before me unto the high place, for 
ye shall eat with me to-day, and to-morrow I 
will let thee go, and will tell thee all that is in 
thine heart. And as for thine asses that were 
lost three days ago, set not thy mind on them, 
for they are found. And on whom is all the 
desire of Israel ? Is it not on thee, and on 
all thy father's house ?" 

And Saul answered and said, " Am not I a 
Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Is- 
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I ? and my family the least of all the families 
the tribe of Benjamin? Wherefore then 
^kest thou so to me ?" 
Then Samuel took Saul to the solemn festi- 
L, and placed him in the chief place of 
•Dour, and caused to be set before him the 
3t meats. That night the Prophet held long 
oamunion on the top of the house with Saul ; 
i the next morning, rising very early, about 
3 break of day, Samuel went forth with him, 
send him away. When they had passed 
•ough the city, Samuel sent Saul's servant 
"wai-d ; but he bade Saul, '^ Stand thou still 
bile, that I may show thee the word of 






Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured 
upon Saul's head, and kissed him, and said, 
\a it not because the Lord hath anointed thee 
be Captain over His inheritance ?" Further 
said, *•* When thou art departed from me to- 
y, then thou shall find two men by Rachers 
pulchre in the border of Benjamin at Zelzah ; 
d they will say unto thee, " The asses which 
ou wentest to seek are found ; and lo, thy 
;her hath left the care of the asses, and sor- 
weth for you, saying. What shall I do for 
Y son ? Then thou shalt go forward from 



i 
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thence, and thou shalt come unto the plain of 
Tabor, and there shall meet thee three men 
going up to God to Bethel, one carrying three 
kids, another carrpng three loaves of bread, 
and another carrying a bottle of wine: and 
they will salute thee, and give thee two loaves 
of bread, which thou shalt receive at their 
hands. After that thou shalt come to the bill 
of God, where is the garrison of the Philistines ; 
and it shall come to pass, when thou art come 
thither to the city, that thou shalt meet a com- 
pany of prophets coming down from the high 
place with a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, 
and a harp before them, and they shall pro- 
phesy. And the Spirit of the Lord will come 
upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, 
and shalt be turned into another man. And 
let it be, when these signs are come unto thee, 
that thou do as occasion serve thee ; for God 
is with thee. And thou shalt go down before 
me to Gilgal, and behold, I will come down 
unto thee, to offer burnt-ofFerings, and to sacri- 
fice sacrifices of peace-offerings : seven days 
shalt thou tarry, until I come to thee, and show 
thee what thou shalt do." 

And it came to pass that when Saul turned 
and left Samuel, ''God gave him another 
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leart/' He went on his way, and all the signs 
Samuel had foretold came to pass. Then at the 
ippointed time, Samuel called the people to- 
other unto the Lord to Mizpeh, and said 
into them, ''Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel ; I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and 
ielivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, 
ind out of the hand of the kingdoms, and of 
;hem that oppressed you : and ye have this day 
rejected your God, Who Himself saved you out 
)f all your adversities atid your tribulations ; 
md ye have said unto Him, Nay, but set a king 
Tver us. Now therefore present yourselves 
t>efore the Lord by your tribes and by your 
thousands." 

Then out of all the tribes of Israel, Benjamin 
was taken, as the tribe from which God would 
select a king for the people. Then the families 
were chosen, and at length Saul was found to 
be the appointed king. He was not present, 
having hid himself, but he was soon brought to 
the place, and Samuel said to all the people, 
" See ye him whom the Lord hath chosen, that 
there is none like him among all the people ?" 
Then they all raised a mighty shout, ''God 
save the king/' 

Then Samuel wrote a record of all that had 
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come to pass about the kingdom, and laid it up 
before the Lord. And Saul returned to Gibeah, 
and there went with him a band of men, whose 
hearts God had touched. Some of the people 
who were lawless, bad men, despised the king, 
and would not serve him. They did not seem 
to consider that by the Commandment of their 
Law, (which they all professed to obey,) they 
were bound to obey those set in authority over 
them by the Lord — whether parents or rulers. 
** The powers that be," are, as we learn from 
the New Testament, set before us to obey, by 
that commandment which says, '^ Honour thy 
father and mother, that thy days may be long 
in the land which the Lord hath given thee." 



KING SAUL. 

It was true that the people of Israel had 
displeased God by asking for other rulers, 
when He Himself vouchsafed to be their Ruler 
and King. But nevertheless. He had now ap- 
pointed Saul to be their king, and as such He 
required the people to obey him. Thus when, 
soon after Saul was anointed, the Ammonites 
caused great fear among the people, so that they 
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acted as sheep without a shepherd, the Lord 
mightily convinced all men that Saul was His 
chosen minister. We are told in Holy Scrip- 
ture that the Spirit of God came upon Saul, 
and taught him what to do. Accordingly, he 
took a yoke of oxen, and cut them in pieces, 
and sent parts thereof throughout all the lands 
where Israel dwelt, saying, " Whosoever cometh 
not forth after Saul and after Samuel, so shall 
it he done unto his oxen." 

Then the people believed that it was the 
word of the Lord which Saul spake ; and they 
came out with one consent, and fought under 
Saul, and utterly defeated the Ammonites. 

Thus the popular feeling turned, as so often 
is the way of the world, to the successful 
person; and the people wanted to put those 
men to death who had opposed Saul. But 
Saul would not allow this. He went up to 
Grilgal, and there all the people did him hom- 
age, and sacrificed peace-offerings before the 
Lord, and rejoiced greatly. 

About two years afl«r Saul became king, he 
0fas guilty of an act of disobedience and pre- 
sumption, which lost him the favour of the 
Lord. The Philistines were gathered together 
igainst him, and the people were sorely fright- 
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ened. Saul was in Gilgal, where Samuel had 
appointed to come and offer peace-offerings to 
the Lord. But Samuel did not anive on the 
promised day, and the people trembled. If 
Saul had really trusted in the Lord, and be- 
lieved Him All-powerful to save, he would have 
waited, certain of help ; but as it was, he chose 
rather to help himself ; and so he took upon 
himself the Prophet's (or priest's) part, and 
offered sacrifice to God himself. As soon as 
he had ended, Samuel arrived, and when Saul 
owned how he had acted, Samuel said to him, 
'' Thou hast done foolishly, thou hast not kept 
the commandment of the Lord thy God, which 
He commanded thee." 

Samuel went on to tell Saul that if he had 
been obedient, God would have set up his king- 
dom for ever ; but that now, as he had failed 
to obey, the Lord had sought out another man 
to be captain over His people, one who should 
be after His own heart. Somewhat later, when 
Saul again disobeyed the Lord, Samuel told 
him, ''Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice." 
And though it is in a different way, the same 
temptation comes often to us now, we are 
tempted to think that we know best, and 
that we must help ourselves, and that in a time 
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of difficulty or trial we shall be excused for 
choosing our own path, and not strictly obeying 
God's commands. But let us remember that 
as one hasty fit shut Moses out of Canaan, so 
this one act of disobedience cost Saul his king- 
dom ; and let us seek humbly and trustfully to 
obey our Master, believing that He knows what 
is best for us. 

Perhaps some one may say, Surely it is quite 
diffin^nt now. God does not give us His direct 
orders now as He did then, and we do not 
know from Himself, as Saul did, what He 
would have us do. But if these persons think 
a Httle, they will see that it is not so different. 
God spoke to Saul by His Holy Spirit, and by 
His prophet Samuel, and He speaks to each 
one of us by His Church, and by His Holy Spi- 
rit who guides and directs that Church. Saul 
only knew dimly and afar off of a promised 
Messiah ; but we know closely and fully of that 
Blessed Messiah, our own Lord Jesus, who 
teaches and guides us in His Church, of which 
He said, " Lo, I am with you always, even to 
the end of the world.'' So that our sin in 
disobeying God's command is greater than 
that of Saul ever could be. 
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JONATHAN. 

Saul had a very dearly loved son, Jonathan, 
who was both a brave and good man. Now it 
came to pass that when the Israelites were in 
great danger and fear from the camp, or garri- 
son of the Philistines near at hand, that Jon- 
athan determined he would try to deliver his 
people. He did not tell his father what he 
was going to do, but he proposed to his armour- 
bearer that they two should go to the garrison, 
saying, *' It may be that the Lord will work 
for us, for there is no restraint for the Lord to 
save by many or by few.'* The armour-bearer 
was willing to do whatever Jonathan wished, 
so they laid their plans and set off. There was 
a narrow pass or passage between Gibeah, 
where Saul and all the Israelites were, and 
Michmash, where the Philistines had their 
camp, and each side of this pass was guarded 
by a sharp rock. Jonathan and the other 
young man went partly over within sight of the 
Philistines, having agreed that if their enemies 
called to them to come up, they would take it 
as a sign that the Lord had delivered the Phil- 
istines into their hand, and go on accordingly. 
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When the Philistines saw them, they said to 
one another, "Behold, the Hebrews come forth 
out of the holes where they had hid themselves ;" 
and they called to them to come up. So Jon- 
athan climbed up the rock upon his hands and 
feet, his armour-bearer following him, and these 
two slew about twenty men. Then all the host 
of the enemy was seized with great fear and 
trembling, and in their confusion and panic 
they fought blindly, not knowing if they struck 
friend or foe, so that ''the multitude melted 
away, and they went on beating down one an- 
other.'* Truly a host of men will fail before 
two men, strong in the faith and fervour of the 
Lord ; and so a host of temptations and sins 
may be conquered by a resolute spirit, fighting 
under the same holy banner, the Lord's Will, 
and in His Might. 

Meanwhile Saul's watchmen in Gibeah saw a 
great tumult going on, and Saul made inquiry 
who was missing from his camp, and found 
that his own son and his follower were gone. 
Then Saul consulted the ark of the Lord, 
through Ahiah the Priest, and then went forth 
to battle, and utterly defeated the Philistines. 
So the Lord saved Israel that day. 

We need not wait for New Testament his- 



94 READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURB. 

tory to tell us that God " scatters the proud in 
the imagination of their hearts, and putteth 
down the mighty from their seats." All 
through His inspired Word we find the same 
truth. We have already seen how sevorely 
Saul had heen rebuked for his self-will and pre- 
sumption, and now again we find him taking 
upon himself to act in a hasty, self-willed way, 
without any authority from Gtod. That morn- 
ing, before going to battle, in his strong wrath 
against his enemies, Saul had bound the people 
under a curse to touch no food until the eve- 
ning, that he might be avenged of his enemies. 
So none of the people tasted any food, and 
they were distressed with hunger. Still they 
were strictly obedient to their king's word, 
and even when they came into a wood, 
where the honey dropped from its comb, no 
man put his hand to his mouth. But Jonathan 
was away in the morning when Saul made his 
rash oath ; and without thinking to do wrong, 
he took some honey, and was greatly refreshed 
by it. One of the men near told him of his , 
father's curse, and Jonathan, who saw how faint 
with hunger the people were, was troubled at 
what the king had done. More evil was yet to 
come of Saul's presumption. One of the strict-i 
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roles of the Law of Moses was that no one 
lid eat any manner of blood, and he who 
[e this law was doomed to be '* cut off from 
people." Lev. vii. 27. 
low the people were so wild with hunger, 
b th^ flew upon the spoil, and took sheep, 
D, and calves, and slew and ate them on 
spot in their blood/' 

SThen Sanl heard of this he was angry, and 
iked the people, but he did not seem to 
sider how much he had been the cause of 
r sin, or how displeasing it is in God's 
it when His creatures cause one another to 
Saul built an altar to the Lord, and asked 
nsel of Him through the priest, as to whe- 
* he should pursue the Philistines? But 
> turned away His face in displeasure, and 
Tiered Saul not*. 

*hen Saul in his anger desired that all the 
)& of the people might be called together, 
i it might be proved who had sinned, so as 
bring the Lord's wrath upon His children, 
his pride and self-confidence, Saul never 
e thought that he might himself be the 
ler, and declared, '*As the Lord liveth 
ch saveth Israel, though it be* Jonathan my 
, he shall surely die." All the people knew 
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that Jonathan had tasted the honey, bat no man 
said a word in answer to Saul, Then he said 
unto all Israel, ''Be ye on one side, I and 
Jonathan my son will be on the other side." The 
people said, ''Do what seemeth good unto 
thee ;" so Saul cried unto the Lord to choose 
between them, and the lot fell upon himself 
and his son, and cleared the people. Then 
Saul tried again the lot between him and Jona- 
than, and Jonathan was taken. He readily told 
how he had eaten the honey, and Saul said that 
he must die, by reason of his father's oath. But 
the people were roused at this, and said to 
Saul, " Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought 
this great salvation in Israel? God forUdl 
As the Lord liveth there shall not one hair of his 
head fall to the ground, for he hath wrought 
with God this day." So the people rescued 
Jonathan, and thus Saul was spared the dread- 
ful punishment that seemed to come upon his 
rash vow. 



SAUL'S DISOBEDIENCE. 

All the reign of King Saul was troubled 
with sharp wars between the Israelites and the 
Philistines, and while Saul was a brave captain. 
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ad constantly won the victory over his ene- 
lies, he did not likewise war against his in- 
rard enemies, pride and presumption, and so 
e went on losing God's grace more and more, 
n vain Samuel warned him : he would not 
leed, and he was now about to lose that warn- 
ng voice. When His children refuse to listen 
o God's pleading with them, He often pu- 
lishes them by leaving them to follow their 
iwn foolish wills, and woe indeed it is to those 
hat are so left. 

Samuel came to Saul with a message from 
he Lord, bidding him go and smite Amalek, 
nd utterly destroy the whole people, sparing 
lothing I man and woman, infant and suck- 
ing, ox and sheep, camel and ass. Saul 
ibeyed the command so far as he pleased. He 
ittacked the Amalekites, entirely overcame 
hem, and destroyed all the people; but he 
ook their king Agag alive, and also spared all 
hat was best among the* sheep and the oxen 
md other cattle. 

Then God spoke to Samuel, saying, " It re- 
)enteth Me that I have made Saul to be king, 
br he is turned back from following Me, and 
tiath not performed My commandments." 

Samuel was sorely grieved, and he spent all 

II* H 
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that night in prayer, and then early the next 
morning he followed the king to Gilgal. Said 
did not meet the Prophet with any signs of re- 
pentance. On the contrary he said, '^ Blessed 
be thou of the Lord ; I have performed the 
commandment of the Lord." Then Samuel 
asked whence came all the bleating of sheep 
and lowing of cattle which he heard ? and Saul 
replied that his people had spared the best of 
the Amalekites' cattle to sacrifice unto God. 

Then Samuel said, '' Stay, and I will tell thee 
what the Lord hath said to me this night'' 
He recalled God's goodness in choosing Saul 
from a low estate to be king, and asked if tide 
direct disobedience was a fitting return ? Bat 
Saul was too proud to own his &uit : he a^ 
gued with Samuel, and said that he had obeyed 
the Lord, all but in keeping some cattle, and 
even they were kept on purpose that they 
might be sacrificed to God. 

Samuel could not accept these excuses : he 
answered, " Hath the Lord as great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the 
Voice of the Lord ? Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams." He went on to tell Saul how utterly 
the Lord abhors the sins of rebellion and stab- 
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(KMrnness, and then he spoke Jehovah's judg- 
ment upon the disobedient king in most solemn 
words : he had rejected the word of the Lord, 
and now God rejected him. 

Now at last Saul was overcome, and forced 
to own his guilt. He confessed both his dis- 
obedience and how he had sought to please 
men rather than God, by letting the people 
take their spoil ; and then he entreated Samuel 
to forgive him, and pray with him for God's 
forgiveness. But Samuel turned to leave him, 
and Saul caught hold of the prophet's mantle, 
to keep him. It was rent in Saul's hand, and 
Samuel took up the sign, saying, '' The Lord 
hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this 
day, and hath given it to a neighbour of thine^ 
that is better than thou ; and also the Strength 
of Israel will not lie nor repent ; for He is not 
a man, that He should repent." 

Saul still humbled himself, so that Samuel 
went back with him to worship God. Then 
Samuel caused Agag to be brought forth, and 
slew him, saying, '' As thy sword hath made 
women childless, so shall thy mother be child- 
less among women." 

After this Samuel came no more to see Saul, 
though he mourned over him to the day of his 
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death — mourned that one who might have bees 
the chosen servant of GrOD should forfeit suok 
a privilege by his proud rebellion and disobe^ 
dience. It is very awful to think of any one 
who has so often rejected Gtod's warnings and 
calls to repentance, that they are no longer 
sent to him. The next thing he must look for 
is the fearful sentence, "Cut it down, why 
cumbereth it the ground ?" 



THE ANOINTING OF DAVID. 

God had told Saul that He would give 
kingdom to another, better than him. lliqi; 
other was David — David the Psalmist, th(J 
loved of God, but also David the sinner, David 
the penitent. Perhaps at first sight soiw 
might say. Surely David fell into greater su) 
than Saul ever did ; how then is he to \ 
thought better than Saul? Yes, David w 
guilty of great sins, but he was also a gn 
penitent — ^from the very depth of his heart 
repented, and cried to his Father in hea^ 
for mercy, not for fear of punishment o^ 
but grieving that he had displeased One 
dear to him, ** Against Thee only ha\ 
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siened/' And we know that the Lord's ear is 
ever open to the most guilty of sinners, who 
oomes in hearty penitence and love to His Feet, 
trying in the words of David, "Have mercy 
open me, O Lord/' 

Samuel was still mourning over Saul's hard« 
ness of heart, when the Lord hade him rise 
up and go to Bethlehem, where he should find 
and anoint the future king of Israel, among the 
sons of a man called Jesse. When the pro- 
phet reached Bethlehem, the people trembled, 
and asked if he came peaceably ? Samuel 
told them that he had come to sacrifice unto 
the Lord, and he sanctified Jesse and his sons. 
Then Samuel looked upon Eliab the eldest, 
and said, '^ Surely the Lord's anointed is before 
Him P" But the Lord answered, " Look not 
on his countenance, or on the height of his 
stature, because I have refused him ; for the 
Lord seeth not as man seeth ; for man looketh 
on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh on the heart." Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and Shammah, and his other sons to 
pass before the prophet, but to them all he said 
the same, " The Lord hath not chosen these." 

Samuel asked Jesse if these were all his sons, 
and Jesse answered that there was yet the 
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youngest, but he was keeping his father's sheep» 
and was not considered as anybody of import^ 
ance. However, the Prophet desired that the 
young lad David might be fetched ; so he wa9 
called, and came in hastily from the sheepfold. 
David was of a very beautiful countenance, and 
goodly to look upon ; and immediately Gron's 
Word came to Samuel, " Arise, anoint him, tor 
this is he." 

Then Samuel took oil and anointed David, 
and Holy Scripture tells us that " the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon David from that day 
forward." Thus was the young shepherd erf 
Bethlehem chosen of God to be King of Israel, 
and from his descendants God also purposed to 
raise up the Messiah, the Prince of Peace. It 
was in Bethlehem that, more than a thousand 
years after, Christ was born. 

We are not told what David thought when 
he was thus anointed. He seems to have gone 
back to his daily duties, and to have once more 
tended his father's sheep, without being set up, 
or despising his present calling on account of 
the future before him. He was soon to see 
more of royalty than had hitherto been his lot. 

The Spirit of the Lord had left Saul since 
his last act of disobedience; and where Hifr 
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T Spirit does not dwell, there, we may be 
f Sataa will find room for himself and his 
spirits. Accordingly we find that when 
I withdrew His Spirit from Saul, He per- 
iod an evil spirit to trouble him. Saul's ser- 
ts proposed to seek out some one who 
ed well on the harp, in hopes that the 
ic might soothe their master ; and as Saul 
ed to this, they told him of David, of 
m they reported that he was '' cunning in 
ing, and a mighty valiant man, and prudent 
latters, and a comely person, and the Loru 
ith him.'' Saul was pleased with the idea, 
sent two messengers to Jesse, asking that 
son might come to him. When David 
e, the king was very much taken with him, 
even, as we read, '^ loved him greatly," and 
e David his armour-bearer, and when Saul 
ired specially under the attacks of the evil 
t, David's music drove it away, and re- 
led him. 



DAVID AND GOLIATH. 

IB Philistines were still a constant trouble 
danger to Israel ; and now it came to pass 
they gathered together all their armies. 



104 READINGS FROM BOLY SCRIPTURE. 

and pitched their camp on a mouatain at 
Shochoh, and the men of Israel camped on tht 
opposite mountain. The Philistines had ill 
their army a giant, called Goliath, whose height 
was six cubits and a span, about nine feet bf 
our measure. He was a very terrible warrior^ 
wearing a helmet of brass, and a coat of mail 
which weighed five thousand shekels. He had 
greaves of brass on his legs, and a tai^ of 
brass on his shoulders ; the staff of his spear 
was like a weaver's beam, and its head weighed 
six hundred shekels of iron. 

This formidable man went out into the 
valley that lay between the two camps, and 
gave himself out as the Philistines' champiolLF 
He defied the armies of Israel, and asked them 
to send a man to fight with him, and let which 
ever side won the day, remain conquerors, and 
the other people serve them. 

Saul and all the people were very much 
afraid, knowing that there was none among 
them at all equal to Goliath in height or 
strength. For forty days the Philistine soldier 
came forth every morning and evening, and 
defied the armies of Israel, but no one dared to 
accept the challenge. 

It seems that David had gone back to Beth* 
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to his old charge, and was once more 
^ his father's sheep, fietr away from courts 
nies. But his three elder brothers were all 
3 in Saul's army, and one day Jesse bid 
lungest son go to the camp with some 
ions for his brothers, and a present of 
I to their captain, and bring back word 
ley £Bured. So David left the sheep with 
»er, and very early the next morning he 
3 the camp, and arrived there just as the 
were all in array for fighting, and shout- 
r battle. David left his carriage, and 
a among the troops to find his brothers, 
die he talked with them, the champion 
1 came forth from the Philistines' ranks. 
Bed all Israel. The people were very sore 
and they talked to David and said, 
5 ye seen this man that is come up? 
to defy Israel is he come up ; and it shall 
t the man who killeth him, the king will 
him with great riches, and will give him 
aghter, and will make his father's house 
Israel." 

id asked if indeed all this reward was to 
the man that took away the reproach of 
} and in his zeal for his countrymen, he 
^^ Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, 
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that he should defy the armies of the living 
God?" Now David's elder brother, Eliab, 
heard him talking thus, and he was angry, and 
reproached David with forsaking his duties at 
home, and coming to the camp only out of idle 
curiosity. David answered gently, but he still 
went on asking about Goliath, and speaking 
boldly about this] dreaded foe. Some of those 
about told Saul what David said, and the king 
sent for him. Then David, guided by the 
Spirit of God, which had come upon him at 
his anointing, said out plainly, '' Let no man% 
heart fail because of Goliath, thy servant wiU 
go and fight this Philistine.'' 

Saul replied, that a slight untrained youth 
like David was unfit to go and fight against 
this champion, who had been a soldier from hit 
youth. But David felt that he was not going: 
forth in his own strength, and he still saxl 
that he would go forth and fight. He told 
Saul what he had already done as a proof of 
strength. "Thy servant kept his father^, 
sheep," he said, " and there came a lion and a 
bear, and took a lamb out of the flock. And 
I went out after him and smote him, and de^ 
livered it out of his mouth ; and when he arose 
against me, I caught him by the. beard, and 
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smote him and slew him. Thy servant slew 
both the lion and the bear ; and this uncircam- 
dsed Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing 
he hath defied the armies of the Living God.'^ 

Perhaps Saul told him that this Philistine was 
a more dangerous enemy even than those wild 
beasts, for David answered him, ^^The Loan 
that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, 
and out of the paw of the bear, He will deliver 
me out of the hand of this Philistine.'^ 

Then Saul withstood David no more, but 
saying, *' Go, and the Lord be with thee," he 
armed him with a coat of mail, and brazen 
helmet, and full armour. But when ' David 
prepared to go, he turned and said, " I cannot 
go with these, for I have not proved them." 
So he put off the armour, and only took his 
staff and his shepherd's bag or scrip, into 
which he put five smooth stones out of the 
brook. In all this David was guided by 
Gtod's Holy Spirit, who would once again 
prove to the children of Israel that He could 
save by few as well as by many, and that no 
man could withstand those in whom His 
strength went forth. 

Then the champion Goliath came forth as 
usual, his shield-bearer going before him. He 
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WM very modi mupmoA M .m^,mmBtt^^ 
with a fair, faright yoiiiig fiw)» OWMK a . m ft ^ 
him, not evm dad in annoiur ; Mn^ia^^ 
of atrangtb, the FhiliatiAa 4mi^9^ 
said acomfbUy, '* Am I a dog^^hait^th^mMM^ 
to me with staves?" In ida -wf^g^; 
cursed David by his hesthim goda, 
mocking, " Come to me, and I mil 
flesh nnto the fimb of tlie anr^'aBd 
beasts of the ^d.'* i ^.i^ - '^' V';a 
David was not ternfied afc^the 1iamt,\ 
answered the Philistine giut,^ the 
God's Holt Spirit, which was 
boldly. " Thou comest to me with a 
and with a spear, and with a shidd ; but JrtfpM 
to thee in the Name of the Lord of Hoet^^yn 
God of the armies of Israel, Whom thou ^mI| 
defied. This day will the Lord deliver .^|Mi 
into my hand ; and I will smite thee, andHMi| 
thine head from thee, and I will give the carnHK 
of the host of the Philistines this day untQ^^ 
fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of vlbl 
earth, that all the earth may know that tlMRI 
is a God in Israel ; and all this assembly difB 
know that the Lord saveth not with sword^ail 
spear, for the battle is the Lord's, and He wiD 
give jou into our hand&.'' 
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Then strong in his divine commission, the 
boy champion of Israel ran forward to meet his 
foe coming upon him ; and taking one of the 
stones from his scrip and his sling, David slang 
the Blone, and smote Goliath in his forehead, 
and he fell upon his face to the earth. Then 
David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and 
took his huge sword out of its sheath, and slew 
him, and cut off his head. When the Philis- 
tines saw that their champion was dead, they 
lost all courage and fled, and the Israelites 
pursued them, killing a great number, and 
spoiled their tents. Saul sent again for David, 
and would not let him go back any more to 
his father's house. Jonathan also loved David 
most exceedingly, even " as his own soul," and 
they were knit together in the closest friend- 
ship. Jonathan gave David his own robe, and 
garments, and arms, and would have given him 
ril be had. All this honour did not make him 
proud, for we read that David went out whither- 
soever Saul sent him, and behaved himself 
wisely. The king also set him over the men 
of war, and he was honoured in the sight of 
all the people. 
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DAVID'S TROUBLES. 

It rarely happens that God permits any who 
ire like David, *' men after His Own heart," to 
be without troubles and trials, which train and 
shape them still more to His mind ; thus we soon 
find David in difficult paths. His trials began 
with Saul's jealousy. After David had slain 
Groliath the women of the cities of Israel came 
out to meet the king and his train, and as they 
danced and sang, and played on their tabreti 
and other instruments of music, they saidt 
** Saul hath slain his thousands, and David hif 
ten thousands." This made Saul very angry 
and he began to look upon David with fear an 
dislike. One day when the evil spirit was upc 
Saul, and David played on his harp, as befor 
time, to calm him, the king threw his jave- 
twice at David and would have smitten him 
the wall — ^but God protected David, and 
was not hurt. Now Saul saw plainly that 
Lord had departed from him, and was i 
David, and he grew more and more afrai 
David, who was sent from about the k 
person, and given a military office. But I 
continued to behave himself wisely and i) 
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fear of the Lord, and the Lord was with him 
aad prospered him, and made all Israel and 
Judah to love him. All this made the king 
still more bitter and jealous. 

Saal had promised his daughter in marriage 
to the man who should slay Goliath, but while 
he spoke fair words, he gave his eldest daughter 
Merab to another husband when she should 
have been given to David. Then Saul found 
that his younger daughter Michal loved David, 
and he tried to make a snare by which to lose 
David, by sending him out against the Philis- 
tines to prove his Valour anew ; for Saul said, 
^' Let not mine hand be upon him, but the hand 
of the Philistines.'' But the Lord was with 
His servant, and defeated all Saul's crafty plots. 
David was again victorious, and the king was 
obliged to give him Michal to wife. All this 
made Saul's hatred and fear tenfold, and seeing 
how great and wise and beloved of all men 
David was, Saul lost all self-command, and he 
tried to persuade all his servants, and even Jo- 
nathan himself, to kill David. 

Jonathan loved David very dearly, and so he 
gave him warning to hide himself until he had 
reasoned with Saul, and if possible, led him to 
milder feelings. So Jonathan spake to his fa- 
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ther, saying, '' Let not the king sin against hi^ 
servant David; because he hath not sinned 
against thee, and because his works have been 
to thee-ward very good ; for he did put his life 
in his hand, and slew the Philistine, and the 
Lord wrought a great salvation for all Israel ; 
thou sawest it, and didst rejoice; Wherefore 
then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, to 
slay David without a cause ?" Then Saul was 
ashamed, and he swore to Jonathan to kill 
David. Then Jonathan brought David back, and 
he was in SauFs presence as before for a time. 
But again there was war, and once again 
David was victorious — and the evil spirit of 
jealousy came again upon Saul — as before be 
tried to kill David, and as David escaped, Sau 
sent messengers to watch his house, and sla 
him. The God who saved David out of tl 
paw of the lion and the bear, saved him y 
again from the treacherous king. Michal, I 
vid's wife, heard of her husband's danger, 
she let him down through a window, and 
escaped. Then Michal dressed up an imag 
the bed, and when Saul's messengers came, 
made believe that David was sick, and 
them away. Saul was very angry, and ser 
men back with orders to kill David in hie 
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But when they came Id, they found only the 
image. Meanwhile David had escaped to Ra- 
mah, where Samuel was, and told him all that 
had happened. Then David dwelt at Naioth 
with Samuel. 

When Saul heard where David was, he sent 
messengers to take him. God's Holy Spirit 
(that same Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the 
Blessed Trinity, which a thousand years later 
came upon the Apostles on the day of Pente- 
cost,) was as we know, abundantly poured out 
upon Samuel the prophet, and the Lord's 
anointed David. There were other holy men 
with Samuel, and at the time when Saul's mes- 
sengers reached Naioth, they were all minister- 
ing under Samuel, and the Holy Spirit of God 
was upon them, causing them to prophesy and 
pour forth His Divine will — probably foretelling, 
(as Samuel had already foretold,) the downfal 
of the proud king whom God had rejected, and 
the lifting up of the chosen one, the '* man after 
the Lord's Own heart." 

Wonderfully indeed was God's power now 
shown, for as soon as Saul's messengers came 
aear, they too were brought under the influence 
of that Holy Spirit, and they too prophesied. 
in, and yet a third time Saul sent mes- 

II. I 
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sengers, and the like happened each thnC' 
Those who were sent to make David captive, 
were themselves made captive by One WEo 
breaketh the bow, and knappetfa the spear fin 
sunder, He before Whom the everlasting mouB- 
tains are scattered : ^^His ways are everlasting/' 

When Saul found that it was in vain to send 
messengers, he rose up, and went himself to 
Naioth in Ramah. Then the same power took 
hold of Sau1,which had already filled his servants, 
and Saul too was forced to prophesy, and spmk 
the will of the Lord. But he was no longer 
speaking God's words as His chosen beloved 
servant ; and the voice that might have bean 
one of love and blessing only, was now a voiee 
of condemnation and woe to the unhappy m«|, 
who loved to walk in his own ways, and refused 
to be led by his Lord. 

David now fled from Ramah, and sought 
Jonathan, saying, " What have I done ? whtit 
is mine iniquity ? and what is my sin befoe 
thy father, that he seeketh my life ?" 

Jonathan answered, '' God forbid;" hecoQJbi 
not believe his father to be so treacherrai. 
But David replied that Saul only hid his desigpp 
from Jonathan because of Jonathan's great Ifffe 
for David, adding, " There is but a step betWMi 
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•neand death/' Jonathan promised to do what- 
ever David wished, and it was settled that 
vBAvid should not take his place, as was due, at 
the king's table the next day, which was a feast, 
and then Jonathan was to see whether Saul 

was well or ill-disposed to his friend. He was 
fat come out afterwards into the field where 
David lay hid, and to give him a sign by shoot- 
"iag some arrows. Moreover David and Jona- 
than made a solemn covenant, in which David 
promised to show kindness to Jonathan and his 
-&mily for ever. 

. It fell out as David expected. Saul was very 

angry, and accused his son of taking part with 

an enemy, who would utterly destroy his own 

greatness. The king ended by bidding Jona- 

:ttan fetch David, for he should surely die. 

When Jonathan withstood his fierce anger, Saul 

cast a javeUn at his own son, as he had before 

'done at David. Jonathan saw by this that 

there was no hope left of winning his father to 

justice and gentleness ; and he left the royal 

^HMe sorely grieved. The next morning he 

Hent out to the field where David lay hidden, 

'<WOA gave the promised sign. Then David 

-4Wme /orth, and fell on his face to the ground, 

Vad the two friends kissed one another, and 
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wept one with the other, until David's giil 
became excessive. It was plain now that h 
must go away, and leave the friend whom h 
loved as his own soul. Jonathan said, *' Go il 
peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of « 
in the Name of the Lord, saying. The Lor 
be between me and thee, and between my see 
and thy seed for ever." Then they parM 
Jonathan returned to the city, where his dot 
kept him by his father, and David went fort 
in the strength of the Lord — perhaps saj 
ing in the words of his own psalm, ^* I riu^ 
find trouble and heaviness, and I will call opo 
the Name of the Lord : O Lord, I beseec 
Thee, deliver my soul. Gracious is the Lobi 
and righteous, yea, our God is merciful. 1? 
Lord preserveth the simple, I was in miset 
and He helped me.*' 



DAVID'S WANDERINGS. 

David went first to Abimelech the p' 
and asked him for food and armour. AT 
lech had no bread but the hallowed shewl 
but God permitted this to be given t 
anointed servant. The priest told Davi' 
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lie had no arms save the huge sword which 
David himself had taken from the giant Goliath ; 
but David took that, and then fled to Achish, 
King of Gratb. But there was danger for him 
here too. The people knew him to be the pro- 
mised king of Israel, the great warrior who had 
conquered GoUath and the Philistines, and Da- 
vid was forced to fly again. This time he went 
to the cave of Adullam, and there he is be- 
lieved to have composed two of his most touch- 
ing Psalms, the 57th and 142nd. ''My soul 
trosteth in Thee, yea, in the shadow of Thy 
wings will I make my refuge, until these cala- 
mities be overpast. • • . My soul is among 
lions. ... I poured out my complaint before 
God, I showed Him my trouble. ... I looked 
on my right hand, but there waiS no man that 
would know me, refuge failed me. I cried unto 
Thee, O Lord; I said. Thou art my refuge 
and my portion." 

While David was at Adullam, about four 
hundred men joined him, and soon after he 
went with them to the forest of Hareth in 
Judah, in consequence of an order from the 
prophet Gad, through whom the Lord often 
spoke to David. 

When Saul heard this, he was angry, and 
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asked who of his servants took part with tliff 
rebel, accusing them of consTpiring with Davidy: 
and concealing Jonathan's league with him. < > 
It chanced that Saul's chief herdsman, Dotgd 
an Edomite, had been at Nob when Dafiit^ 
went to Abimelech, and now he told Saul hoi* 
the priest had inquired of God for David, asdt 
had supplied him with food and with Goliath-fr 
sword. Saul forthwith took vengeance upoDt 
Abimelech : he slew eighty-five priests andF? 

I those that ministered at the altar, destroyingi. 

|i all the inhabitants of Nob, the priests' city/ 
killing even the little children, and all theirj 
cattle. Only one of Abimelech 's sons, called! 
Abiathar, escaped, and fled after David, and/ 
told him of Saul's cruelty. Abiathar remained 
with David as his priest, and in each fresh dtf- 
Acuity, as it arose, David inquired of the Lou 
what he should do, and was careful to obey ii 
everything. First he was directed to go againf 
Keilah, a city of the Philistines, which Go 
delivered into his hands. Soon David hea! 
that Saul was coming against him there, a' 
by the Lord's counsel David fled again ir 
the wilderness of Ziph, and remained hide 
in strong places amid the mountains. We 
told that " Saul sought him every day, but C 
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driivered him not into his hand." Jonathan 
came to see David, and, like a true friend, 
'' strengthened his hand in God," encouraging 
him not to be afraid, for that Saul would not 
find him. It is very striking to see how free 
from eavy or jealousy Jonathan was, since he 
knew well and told David that he should be 
king of Israel. They renewed their covenant, 
and Jonathan went home. Very soon after- 
wards, the people of 2iph came to Saul and 
offered to betray David to him. But the Lord 
was pleased continually to save His servant, 
even as a bird out of the fowier^s net ; and now 
David fled to a mountain in the wilderness of 
Maon, and just when Saul had followed, and 
seemed to have surrounded the little band so 
that they could not escape, he was obliged to 
return suddenly and fight the Philistines who 
had invaded the land. 

As soon as Saul had beaten the Philistines, 
he again went in pursuit of David, who was by 
this time in the wilderness of En-gedi, dwelling 
among ^* the rocks of the wild goats." These 
were wild places, as the name promises, and it 
was not easy to find the fugitives. Once Saul 
went into the very cave where David and his 
men were hidden; but David would not let 
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them kill the king. He only cut off a piece ii£ 
Saul's robe, to show what he might have done 
if he would. When Saul went away, David- 
went after him and called out, '' My lord the 
king !" Then he bowed hifnself with his feoe 
to the earth before the king, and asked why Sanl 
was so bitter against him ? David showed the 
piece of his cut robe, and how he might have 
killed him, but said, '' I will not put forth my 
hand against my lord, for he is the Lord's 
anointed." He said too, ** I have not sinned 
against thee, and yet thou huntest my isoul to 
take it. ... As saith the proverb of the an* 
cient. Wickedness proceedeth from the wickedy 
but mine hand shall not be upon thee . . • • 
The Lord therefore be judge between me and 
thee, and see, and plead my cause, and deliver 
me out of thine hand." 

It seems as if David's gentleness and fbr* 
bearance really touched Saul, for he wept, and 
called David his son, and said, " Thou art mem 
righteous than I, for thou hast rewarded me 
good, whereas I have rewarded thee evii,.'^ 
Perhaps the same Holy Spirit of God which 
once before had spoken by Saul whether he 
would or no, now made him say, " The Lord 
reward thee good, for that thou hast done unto 
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me this day. And now, behold, I know well 
that thou shall surely be king, and that the 
kingdom of Israel shall be established in thine 
hand." Saul then asked David to swear that 
he would not destroy all his descendants, and 
when David had sworn, the king went back, 
but David remained among the mountains. 



ABIGAIL AND NABAL. 

There lived at Carmel a certain great and 
rich man called Nabal. He had very large 
possessions ; but he was a bad, churlish man, 
very unlike his wife Abigail, who was not only 
very beautiful, but of a good, kindly temper. 
It fell out that when Nabal was shearing his 
sheep (he had a flock of three thousand) David 
sent ten of his young men to greet Nabal as a 
friend, and to remind him how good neigh- 
bours they had been to him and his herds, 
and to ask for food and help. So the young 
men went forth with their peaceful message, 
" Peace be both to thee, and peace be to thine 
house, and peace be unto all that thou hast." 

But Nabal gave a rude, harsh answer, and 
refused entirely to give them anything — bread, 
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flesh, or water. When David heard this, he' 
called to some of bis men to gird on their 
swords, and he went forth with about four huBi? 
dred men against Nabal. Meanwhile one of 
Nabal's servants went to Abigail, -and told hfft- 
how his niraster tiad railed at David^s messei^ 
gers and sent them away empty, and how hs^ 
feared David would take vengeance on 4ibb' 
churlish man. fle told Abigail how good 
David and liis men had alws^s been to her' 
servants, saying, " The mfen were very good to 
us, and we were not hurt, seither missed ife 
anything, as long as we were conversant with 
them, when we were in the fields^ they weieti^ 
wall unto xks both by night and day, all the 
while we were with them keeping the sheep.*' 

Then Abigail, guided of the Lord what te 
do, rose tip quickly and took a good store of- 
provisions — two hundred loaves, five sheep 
ready dressed, "five measures of parched comv 
a hundred clusters of raisins, two hundred 
cakes of figs, and two bottles of wine. AU 
these she had laden on asses, and she hereof 
rode down the hill also to meet David. As BOtMf 
as she -saw him, Abigail lighted off her ass, and' 
bowed herself to the ground, falling at his feet 
and entreating him to accept her offering, and 
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not to destroy her house. God's Holy Spirit 
vDHchsafed to speak again through Abigail, and 
she prophesied how that the Lord would make 
Bavid a sure house, aikl enable him to conquer 
the enemies now pursuing him. '' Thy soul/' 
she said, '' shatl be bound in the bundle of life 
with the Lord thy God.^ Abigail also bid 
David remember that when he was established 
king of Israd, it would be no grief to him to 
remember how he had forborne to avenge him- 
self with shedding blood. 

David listened to Abigail, and no doubt saw 
that GrOD had taught her what to say^ for he 
answered, " Slessed be Jihe Lord God of Israel, 
which sent thee this day to meet me ; and 
blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, 
which hast kept me this day from 0€ming to 
shed blood.** He told her, moreover, that if 
the Lord had not withheld him through her 
words, he should utterly have destroyed Nabal 
aad all belonging to him. Then David accepted 
Abigail's present, and returned. Meanwhile 
Nttbal was feasting, with >aU a :king's grandeur, 
attd when Abigail came home, ^^e found him 
too drunken to be spoken to. So she waited 
till the next morning, and then told him what 
had been done. When Nabal heard, his heart 
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died within him, and he became as a stone, aad 
about ten days later the Lord smote him with 
judgment, and he died. 

In course of time David sent to Abigail and 
called her to him, and she becanfe his wife. 

After this Saul again came out after David, 
and once more the IjORd delivered him into 
David's hand. The king lay asleep one night 
in his camp, with Abner, captain of his host, by 
him, and his people around. David went dowB 
into the camp with Abishai, and they found 
Saul sleeping thus. Abisbai would have killed 
him, but David would not suffer him, choosing 
rather to leave his enemy's life in God's handfw 
'^ As the Lord liveth," he said, '^ the Lobb 
shall smite him, or his day shall come to die, 
or he shall descend into battle, and perish, the 
Lord forbid that I should stretch forth mine 
hand against the Lord's anointed." 

But David took away Saul's spear, and the 
cruse of water which stood by his bolster, and 
then he and Abishai went away ; no man hav- 
ing waked, because a deep sleep from the Low 
was fallen upon them. Then the two warriois 
went to the top of the opposite hill, and shouted 
to Saul's army ; and David taunted Abner with 
having kept so careless a watch over his king. 
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Saul came forth, and as before, when David 
had spared his life, he was touched, and pro- 
mised no more to try and harm him ; and the 
Lord's Spirit again spoke through Saul, caus- 
ing bim to say, ^' Blessed be thou, my son Da- 
vid, thou shalt both do great things, and also 
shalt sdll prevail. '' After this testimony against 
himself, Saul went back to Gibeah. But David 
knew Saul too well to put any trust in his pro- 
mises, and thinking it well to be far off from 
Gibeah, he took all his household, and the six 
hmidred men that followed him over to Gath. 
Achish the king gave him the city of Ziklag to 
dwell in ; and David remained there for a year 
and four months. 



THE WITCH OF ENDOR. 

After David had lived all this time in Ziklag, 
the Philistines began to prepare for war with 
brael again. Achish king of Gath wished 
David to be his right hand man and go forth 
with him ; but the Philistine princes were angry 
and would not hear of having him. '' Is not 
ibis David, of whom they sang one to another 
m dances, saying, Saul slew his thousands, and 
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David his ten thousands?" they asked. He 

would certainly betray them to Saul, and tb^jr 

would have him leave them. Then Achishnvi 

very sorry. He said to David, '' I know that Ibdo 

art good in my sight, as an angel of God ; Mt^ 

withstanding the princes of the Philistines hive 

said, He shall not go up with us to the batfl^. 

Wherefore now rise up early in the momiog 

with thy master's servants that are come with 

thee ; and as soon as ye be up early in ilfe 

morning, and have light, depart." When Vfii- 

vid arrived again at Ziklag, he found that tki 

Amalekites had come upon it, burnt the dt^ 

and carried away captive all the women sMi 

children, David's own family among the vMft 

He pursued the enemy at once, and recovered 

the prisoners, and a very great spoil besiddsl 

This he sent as a present to all his friends ii 

Judah, at Bethel, Hebron, and the other plao^ 

where he had met with kindness. 

Meanwhile Saul was very greatly afraid whefi 
he saw the Philistines coming against him, aii3 
pitching their tent in Shunem. He gathered 
his armies in Gilboa — ^but his heart failed mi 
trembled greatly — and he knew not where 
to seek for help. Perhaps the worst part dF 
all Saul's misery, was knowing how he hH 
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the Holy Spirit of the Lord, and was 
therefore forsaken of Him. Samuel too, who 
wed to be his adviser and guide in difficulty, 
was gone. The prophet had kept his word, 
and never saw Saul again, after his last sentence 
ffom God — and now be was dead. He died in 
a good old age at Ramah, and there he had been 
imried, and all the people lamented over him. 
/When the Holy Spirit of God is driven forth, 
Satan will surely send his evil spirits in ; and 
now was shown very wonderfully in Saul's 
. All through Holy Scripture we read of 
Satan's power being used among men, from the 
time he tempted Eve in the shape of a serpent. 
Sometimes we read of '' enchantments and sor- 
emes" — of " familiar spirits" — diviners, false 
piophets, and others. And even after our 
iEHessed Saviour Himself came to bruise Satan 
under His feet, we read of the evil one still 
having power on earth, though not such power 
aa can prevail against those who cling to Christ 
IH: faith. But we read in the New Testament 
^' unclean spirits, who even worked miracles, 
|Bfl who tried to lead God's people astray. 
. -All dealings with such powers were strictly 
forbidden by the law of Moses ; and though we 
ue* not told very precisely what these evil 
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spirits were, or how much power God allowed 
them to have, we are told very plainly not to 
be over inquisitive, but to take God's word and 
obey it, without trying overmuch to understand 
what He has seen fit to hide from us. 

Saul had obeyed the law of Moses as to all 
those people who pretended to have dealings 
with familiar spirits ; he put them away out of 
the land, and strictly forbade his subjects hav- 
ing anything to do with them. But now in 
his trouble and despair, feeling that he had lost 
all his Lord's favour, Saul determined to seek 
help through evil spirits, and in spite of his own 
laws, he bade his servants seek out a woman 
with a familiar spirit, or as it is translated from 
the Hebrew in our Bibles, a witch. They toU 
him of such a person living at Endor. Then 
Saul, who was quite spent with care and fear^ 
put on raiment unlike his own, and disguised 
himself so as not to be known, and then a;t 
night he went with two of his servants to Endor. 
He asked the woman to call up for him the 
spirit of Samuel ; and when the woman re* 
minded him that she was running the risk oi 
her life in thus disobeying the king's laws, Saol 
promised that no evil should happen to her. 

Then the woman herself cried out in great 
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fear, for she saw what she called '* gods ascend- 
ing out of the earth/' and among them Samuel ; 
aod in some way of which we are not told, it 
was also made known to her that the stranger 
was Saul himself. Whether these appearances 
were Satan's work, (as we read that he can ap- 
pear like an angel of light,) or whether God per- 
mitted Samuel indeed to appear, and confound 
Satan's work — even as He turned Balaam's 
curses into blessings, we cannot tell, and it be- 
seems us not to inquire too curiously. 

Saul asked the woman what form Samuel 
was of, and she said, '* An old man cometh up, 
and he is covered with a mantle." And when 
Saul knew that it was Samuel, he bowed to 
the ground in awe. There is something very 
solemn in the conversation that followed, re- 
membering how Saul had revered Samuel, and 
how the prophet had loved his rebellious son, 
and mourned over him, if haply he might yet 
return to God's ways ; and then their last sad 
parting, never to meet again on earth. Now 
alt that was past, and the prophet rested in 
Abraham's bosom, where earth and its jars can- 
not reach. Therefore he met Saul with the 
inquiry, "Why hast thou disquieted me, to 
brkig me up ?" 

II. K 
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Then Saul poured out his sorrows fully. ";I 
am sore distressed, for the Philistines make war 
against me, and God is departed from me, aqd 
answereth me no more, neither by prophets, 
nor by dreams ; therefore have I called thee, 
that thou mayest make known to me what I 
shall do." 

There was no comfort to be found in the 
prophet's answer. " Wherefore then dost thou 
ask of me, seeing the Lord is departed from 
thee, and is become thine enemy? And the 
Lord hath done as He spake by me ; for the 
Lord hath rent the kingdom out of thine hani^ 
and given it to thy neighbour, even to David.^ 
because thou obeyedst not the voice of thf 
Lord ... or executedst His fierce wrath upon 
Amalek, therefore hath the Lord done this 
thing unto thee this day.*' 

Then Samuel told the unhappy king that the 
Lord would deliver him into the Philistines' 
hand, and that the next day he and his sons 
should have passed into the world of spirits, 
where Samuel himself was, and be no moi^ 
among the living. When he heard this soleiiu^ 
foretelling, and knew his end so near, Saul'9 
courage and spirit failed wholly, and he M^ 
helpless to the ground, in bitter fear and agoa]i[# 
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tUs misery caused even this woman to pity 
Inm, and she and his servants forced him to sit 
upon the bed, and to eat some food which the 
woman prepared hastily, for he had not tasted 
food all that night or day. Then they rose up, 
and took Saul away : broken in spirit, forsaken 
of God, how could he but tremble before his 
enemies ! 



THE DEATH OF SAUL AND JONATHAN. 

The last day of the monarch's life had come. 
What a change from the day when the holy oil 
was poured upon his head, and he was anointed 
king over Israel, with hope and promise of the 
Lord's favour before him, all thrown away by 
his own pride and wilfulness. 

The Philistines began the battle, and the 
Lord not fighting with Israel, they were over- 
come; they fled before the enemy, and very 
tioany fell down slain in Mount Gilboa. Saul's 
tbree sons, — Jonathan, Abinadab, and Melchi- 
fSbaZf — were all killed, and Saul himself was 
wrely wounded by the archers. When the 
king saw that he could not escape, he bade his 
armour-bearer draw his sword, and thrust him 
through, that he might not fall alive into the 
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ennny'B lMBd. But the armaur-bearer ivast 
mA day hint even at bis own command, && 
SmI took a aword himself, and fell upon it,. 
and tknB died by his own hand. When the 
annoiir-beanEr saw that bis master vtas dead, 
he toe kilted himself, and died with him. "Whea 
the Isnelitea &aw that their king and all his 
BODB were dead, they forsook their cities aD^ 
fled ; aod the Philistines took the cities. Aod 
when they oame to stnp the slain on Moun^ 
Gilboa, they cut off Saul'B bead, and sent it in 
triumph abbnt the land. They fastened bis 
body, and tkose of his sons, to the wall of 
Beth-shan, and his armour they hungup inth^ 
temple of their false god Ashtaroth. But aU 
the valiant men of Jabesh-gilead camebynigH 
and took anay the bodies, and buried thw 
with honour under a tree at Jabesh. j 

Meanwhile David had returned to Ziklm, 
i^er he had beaten the Amalekites, and ^ 
covered his household. On the third day aftv 
Saul's death, there came a man to Ziklag, ww 
his clothes rent, and earth upon his head, ife 
came to David, and fell to the earth, and. di^ 
obeisance to him. David asked whenae.,M 
oame, and how the armies, had fared f. .Tor 
man told him, "The p&o^ vc«%KA.&(»a. ^ 
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battle, and many of the people also are fallen 
and dead, and Saul and Jonathan his son are 
dead also/' David could not believe what he 
heard, and asked to be told more. Then the 
yaimg man who brought the tidings, thinking 
to win favour with David, told him a false 
tale^ how that he had seen Saul on Mount 
Gilbba, leaning on his spear, sore pressed by 
the chariots and horsemen which followed after 
him, and that Saul had called to him to come 
and slay him. He ended by saying that he 
had killed Saul, and taken his crown and his 
bracelet, and brought them now as tokens to 
David. 

David's heart was filled with grief at what he 
heard; he caused the man who said he slew 
Saul to be put to death, saying, *' Thy blood 
be upon thy head, for thy mouth hath testified 
against thee, saying, I have slain the Lord's 
Anointed." So the deceitful Amalekite was 
punished for his lie, by which he thought to 
gain reward. 

David rent his clothes, and he and all his 
men mourned and wept and fasted till evening 
for Saul and Jonathan, and all the people 
that were fallen. David poured out his sorrow 
in a song of lamentation. 
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" The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high 
places : how are the mighty fallen 1 Tell it 
not in Gath, publish it not in the streets if 
Askelon, lest the daughters of the Philistines 
rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumtased 
triumph. Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there 
be no dew, neither let there be rain upon you, 
nor fields of offerings ; for there the shield of 
the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield of 
Saul, as though he had not been anointed with 
oil. From the blood of the slain, from the ftt 
of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not 
back, and the sword of Saul returned not 
empty. Saul and Jonathan were lovely and 
pleasant in their lives, and in their death they 
were not divided : they were swifter than eagles, 
they were stronger than lions. Ye daughters 
of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in 
scarlet, with other delights, who put on oma-i 
ments of gold upon your apparel. How ard 
the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle 1 
O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high 
places; I am distressed for thee, my bro*- 
ther Jonathan : very pleasant hast thou beeb 
unto me : thy love to me was wonderful, pass^ 
ing the love of women. How are the mighty 
fallen, and the weapons of war perished !" 
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JDavid ako sent messengers to the men of 
Jabesh-gilead with blessings and promises of 
the Lord's favour, and his own, because of the 
kindness they had showed to Saul and his sons, 
in ^vii^ them burial. 



DAVID, KING OF ISRAEL. 

David now asked direction of the Lord, who 
bade him go with all his household and follow- 
ers to Hebron : and there the men of Judah 
anointed him king of Judah. 

All David's troubles were not by any means 
over, however; for Abner, who had been 
Captain of Saul's host, took a son of Saul's 
who was yet alive, Ish-bosheth, and set him up 
as king of Israel. There followed a great deal 
of quarrelling and fighting between the two 
parties of David and Ish-bosheth. Abner and 
his side were beaten in a sore battle, and as 
he fled, he slew Asahel, a brother of Joab, 
David's captain. After this David's party 
grew stronger, and Ish-bosheth 's weaker every 
day ; and this was still more the case when 
Abner fell out with the king he had set up, 
and made a league with David, promising 
to support his cause, and bring the men of 
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Israel over to it, if David would promise peace 
and security to him. David did this. But 
when his captain Joab returned to Hebron, 
and found what his master had done, he was 
very angry that the enemy who had slam his 
brother should escape thus. Joab was both a 
bold and deceitful man, and through King 
David's after life he often suffered from Joab's 
influence. Now the captain came to his king, 
and reproached him bitterly with having kt 
Abner go free; and then, without telling 
David, Joab sent messengers to recal Abner. 
Trusting to the king's promise, Abner came 
back, when Joab murdered him with his own 
hand, in revenge for the death of his brother 
Asahcl. 

David was sorely grieved when he heard of 
this act of treachery. He solemnly declared 
himself free from Abner's blood, and said, 
*' Let it rest on the head of Joab, and on all his 
father's house." David and his servants put 
on sackcloth, and followed Abner's bier, la- 
menting him, and fasted all that day. The 
people all took notice of this, and were pleased 
at it, as indeed we read that " whatsoever the 
king did pleased the people." Nevertheless, 
David felt that king as Vve y^^s,\\^^vx%\5^Qk xxvach 
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in tlie power of Joab and Abishai (Joab's bro- 
ther) to be really strong and independent. Da- 
vid himself did not seem willing to strengthen 
himself by acts of cruelty or treachery ; but 
his followers were not so forbearing. The 
murder of Abner was quickly followed by that 
of Ish-bosheth, who w^is very feeble when left 
to himself. Two of his own captains, when 
they saw that he was likely to fail, thought to 
make interest for themselves with David ; and 
tbfiy iulled him as he lay upon his bed in the 
noontide heat, and brought his head to David. 
Bat the king was sorely displeased, and he 
caused the murderers to be punished according 
to the Law. of Moses, which says, " Whoso 
sbeddeth map's blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed." 

After this all the tribes of Israel and Judah 
oame to David, and acknowledged him as their 
king ; and the Lord blessed and prospered 
him in all that he did. 



THE ARK OF GOD. 



David wished to bring the Ark of God to 
own city Bethlehem, where he dwelt ; and 
he and all the people went to Gibeah to fetch it. 
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All through Holy Scripture we read with what 
exceeding reverence God would have His ark 
treated, "Whose Name is called by the name erf 
the Lord of Hosts that dwelleth between Hit 
cherubims." The Ark was yet in the house, iif 
Abinadab at Gibeah, and thence David took it| 
placed in a new cart or carriage, which ww 
driven by Abinadab's two sons, Uzzah add 
Ahio, while the king and all the house of Isisi^ 
went in procession before it, playing on bi^ 
and timbrels, comets, psalteries, and cymfaeJA 
and singing joyful songs of praise. As thfljT 
came to the threshing floor of a man calfed 
Nachon, the oxen that drew the cart stumlMi 
and shook the Ark, and Uzzah put forth hm 
hand to hold it, forgetting the Lord's commaod 
that it should not be touched. Then the Lord'6 
anger was kindled, and He smote Uzzah with 
death, that all men might see and remembisr 
how fearful a thing it is to disobey the Lord of 
heaven and earth. But David was afraid whdi 
he saw what was done, and remembering too, 
no doubt, how the men of Bethshemesh wa» 
punished with death for merely looking too ca* 
riously into the Ark, he trembled at its sacred 
presence, and said he would not take it to Beth* 
lehem, but would leave it in the house of Obed^ 
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edom the Gittite. He did so, and for three 
months the Lord blessed Obed-edom and all 
his household, because of the Ark. When 
David saw this, and that a blessing was with the 
sacred presence, if It was treated with fitting 
revCTence, he went for it, and brought the Ark 
up to Bethlehem with great gladness and solem- 
nity, with shoutings, and trumpets, and sacri- 
fices. David himself went with the Ark, wear- 
ing a linen ephod as a minister of the Lord, 
and he joined in the dances of joy before the 
Ark. His wife Michal, Saul's daughter, saw 
him, and in her pride she despised David for 
thus taking part in the rejoicings; and she 
mocked him and spoke disrespectfully to him, 
wlio was both her husband and king. David 
rebuked her mildly, telling her that those 
who are lowly in their own eyes, and give all 
honour to God, shall be exalted. But the 
Lord punished Michal by never giving her any 
ehildren ; and this was a heavy punishment to 
9 Jewish woman especially, as they looked upon 
bearing children as a glory and honour, and 
ateo each one hoped that she might be the ap- 
pointed mother of the promised Messiah. When 
all the rejoicings were ended, David left Zadok 
the high priest, and many other priests, to 
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minister before the Ark ; and he returned to ^ 
his own house. 

David's house was such as king's houses 
generally are, splendid and rich, built with cedar 
wood. But David was not pleased thatwbile 
he dwelt in a house of cedars, the Ark of the 
Lord should be only sheltered within curtains. 
He told the prophet Nathan how he desired to 
build a house, or temple for the Lord, and Na« 
than inquired of the Lord what David should 
do. But God spoke to David through Nathan, 
forbidding him to build the temple, but pro- 
mising that the Lord would build up David's 
house and family, and that his son should build 
the Lord's house. This came to pass later, 
when King Solomon built the temple. God 
made very solemn promises to David that He 
would never take His mercy away from David's 
son, as He had taken it from Saul. David 
went in before the Lord, and made his solemn 
thanksgiving, offering up himself and all his 
ways to God, and praying for a continuance of 
God's blessing. *' Therefore now let it please 
Thee to bless the house of Thy servant, that it 
may continue for ever before Thee ; for Thou, 
Lord God, hast spoken it, and with Thy blessing 
let the house of Thy serv^ii\.\ie\A^^'Sfe$i.^^^^M^\" 
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MEPHIBOSHETH. 

Thb Lord had promised to be with David, 
and He ftilfilled His Word by giving him the 
victory over many enemies ; the Philistines, the 
Moabites, the Syrians, and other nations that 
made war with Israel. In his prosperity David 
did not forget how he had promised Jonathan to 
care for his family, and he made inquiries if there 
was no one of Saul's house still living, that he 
might show him kindness for Jonathan's sake? 
David^s servants told him of an old servant of 
Saul named Ziba, and when Ziba was brought 
to the king, he told him that there was still a 
child of Jonathan's living. His name was Me- 
phibosheth; he was a boy of five years old 
when his father and grandfather were slain on 
the mountains of Gilboa. When the tidings 
of the death came, Mephibosheth's nurse took 
him hastily and fled, and in their haste, the 
child fell, and was lamed for life. David sent 
for his friend's son, and said to him, " Fear not, 
for I will surely show thee kindness for Jona- 
than thy father's sake, and will restore unto 
thee all the land of Saul thy father, and thou 
shalt eat bread at my table continually." Then 
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David gave orders that all which had belonged 
to Saul's house should be made over to Mephi- 
bosheth, and that Ziba and his family should 
take care of the land for him^ while Mepfaibo- 
sheth himself should be brought up at Jerusa^ 
lem as one of the king's own sons. 



DAVID AND URIAH. 

We have seen David triumphing over bis 
outward enemies^ and conquering his foes among 
kings and nations ; and now we must turn to 
another side of his history, and see him coav^ 
quered by that most dangerous foe of all — ^the 
foe who wages war upon our souls with ootto^ 
temptations of the world and the flesh, evea 
Satan himself. The king's army, under Joab 
his chief captain, was absent besieging Rabbah, 
but David himself tarried in Jerusalem. Per- 
haps he had given way to indolence and softness 
in not going forth with his army, since it is 
ever when we so give way, that the devil w 
readiest to come and tempt idle hearts to sin.' 
Now, David saw a very beautiful woman called' 
Bathsheba, the wife of one Uriah the Hittite; 
He desired greatly to have her for his own wife. 
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and Btep by step he was led on from breaking 
* the tenth commandment, and covetiDg his neigh- 
boar's wife ; to breaking the seventh command- 
ment, and then further still, to murder — and 
that of a very cruel kind. David sent Uriah, 
who was a brave soldier, to the army, with a 
private letter to Joab, bidding the chief captain 
set the bearer in the forefront of the hottest 
battle, and retire from him, that he might be 
smitten and die. 

It all fell out as David looked for. Joab put 
Uriah into a place where he would meet with 
valiant enemies, and when they came forth from 
U» city and fought, some of David's soldiers 
were killed, and among them was Uriah the 
Hittite. Joab saw through his master's evil 
thoughts, for when he sent tidings to the king 
o£ his having been worsted in the last fighting, 
ha bade the messenger to appease David's wrath 
with the tidings that Uriah was dead. When 
David heard this, he was satisfied ; and later on, 
when Bathsheba had ended her mourning for 
Vriah, he took her for his wife, and she bore 
him a son. All this time David does not seem 
to have thought about his great sin, or to have 
been sorry for it. It is so easy to deceive our- 
sehres, and go on in a course of self-pleasing. 
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until some sharp rebuke, or bitter punishmecift 
from God is sent in mercy to rouse us. W* 
are often told in Holy Scripture that the hms> 
chastens those He loves ; and we have an tat- 
ample of it in King David, the chosen maa after 
God's own heart. The thing that David had 
done displeased the Lord greatly, and He sent 
His prophet Nathan to show him his sin, add 
call him to a better mind. So Nathan caBie 
to the king, and put before him a case of in- 
justice that had happened in the kingdom. 
** There were two men in one city," he 8i^» 
** one rich, and the other poor. The rich mm 
had exceeding nmny flocks and herds, but the 
poor man had nothing, save one little ewe iMkb; 
which he had bought stnd nourished up ; atiid it 
grew up together with him, and with his cM* 
dren ; it did eat of his own meat, and drink 
of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and w«B 
unto him as a daughter. And there came a 
traveller unto the rich man, and he spared tb 
take of his own flock, and of his own herd to 
dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto 
him, but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed 
it for the man that was come unto him." 

David's anger was greatly kindled against 
the man that had done this, and he said to Nft- 
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than, '^ As the Lord liv^eth, the man that hath 
done this thing shall surely die, and he shall 
restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this 
thing, and because he had no pity.'' 

Then Nathan told him in solemn words, 
"Thou art the man;" and he laid in plain 
words before David all the wickedness of which 
he had been guilty. And now we see one rea- 
son why, even amid his sins, David was a man 
" after God's own heart. •* It was because of 
his humility and hearty repentance. He did 
not when reproved by the prophet, begin like 
Saul, to justify himself, and try to make out 
that he had done no wrong. He said simply 
aad from the bottom of his heart, "I have 
sinned against the Lord." And because of 
this hearty penitence and sorrow for sin, God 
gave him speedy pardon and absolution through 
His appointed minister ; and Nathan spoke the 
words of forgiveness, " The Lord also hath put 
away thy sin; thou shalt not die." Still 
though his sin was forgiven, David was to suffer 
punishment in this world — and punishment in 
the very quarter where he had sinned. " How- 
beit," (Nathan went on to tell him,) '* because 
by this deed thou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the 

II. L 
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child also that " is born to thee shall Sft 
die." 

Then Nathan departed, and David poured 
his repentance and faith in the mercy and i 
giveness of his Lord, in the fifty-first Psa 
which the Church has taken ever since t 
model for penitence. 

" Have mercy upon me, O God, after ' 
great goodness, according to the multitud< 
Thy mercies do away mine offences* W 
me throughly from my wickedness, and cl« 
me from my sin, for I acknowledge my fat 
and my sin is ever before me ; against 1 
only have I sinned, and done this evil in ' 
sight .... Turn Thy face from my sins, 
put out all my misdeeds. Make me a c 
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit wi 
me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, 
take not Thy Holy Spirit from me ; O give 
the comfort of Thy help again." 

He Who never yet turned a deaf ear to 
penitent's cry for pardon, surely did give ^* 
comfort of His help again," to the moun 
king, for by that help alone could he have 
as he did the sorrow with which God vig 
him as He had said by Nathan. The c 
which Bathsheba had born to David was stric 
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of the Lord, and became very sick, and David 
besought the Lord for it, he fasted, and lay 
idl night upon the ground praying. When 
his servants went to try and persuade him to 
rise up and eat, the king would not, and so he 
continued apart in humiUation and prayer for a 
week. Then the child died. 

David's servants feared to tell him that his 
son was dead ; they said to one another, '* Be- 
hold, while the child was yet alive, we spake 
unto him, and he would not hearken unto our 
voice ; how will he then vex himself if we tell 
him that the child is dead ?" 

When David saw them whispering together, 
he knew how it must be, and he asked simply, 
"Jb the child dead?" When they told David 
that the child was dead, he rose from the earth, 
washed and anointed himself, and changed his 
8q[>parel, and went unto the Lord's house for his 
devotions. Then he came home again, and 
isked for food and ate. The servants could 
Bot understand, and they asked why he acted 
BO strangely, as it seemed to them. Then 
David answered, "While the child was yet 
alive, I fasted and wept, for I said, Who can 
tell whether God will be gracious to me, that 
the child may live ? But now that he is 
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dead, wherefore should I fast ? can I bring him 
back again? I shall go to him, but he Bhall 
not return to me/* Then in David's own 
words, the Lord '^turned his heaviness iato 
joy. He put off his sackcloth, and girded him 
with gladness." (Ps. xxx.) In due coarse of 
time David and Bathsheba had another sod, 
who grew up to be the great and wise King 
Solomon, who was permitted to build the temple 
of the Lord with such splendour and mag- 
nificence. 



DAVID'S CHILDREN— ABSALOM'S REBELLION. 

King David had a great deal of care and 
trouble in his own family. Two of his sons — 
Amnon, the eldest, and Absalom, the third— 
(who were not sons of the same mother,) quar- 
relled, because Amnon insulted Absalom's 
sister Tamar. For two years they did not 
speak ; and at the end of that time Absalom 
caused Amnon to be murdered, and he himself 
fled, and stayed for three years in the land of 
Geshur. David was very sore troubled for both 
his sons ; Absalom had been his favourite, and 
now as the king grew comforted for Aranon's 
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loss, he mourned daily over Absalom, and his 
whole soul longed to go forth to him. 

Joab saw what was in his master's heart, and 
determined to bring Absalom back. He went 
to work craftily, bringing a woman to the king, 
who asked pardon for a son of her's, who 
seemed to be in a similar case with Absalom. 
David beard her to the end ; and then asked 
whether Joab had not told her what to say ? 
Hie woman confessed that he had. Then the 
king called Joab^ and bade him go and bring 
back Absalom, but lest it should seem that his 
crime was treated too lightly, David desired 
that Absalom should dwell in his own house, 
and not come before his face. At the end of 
two years, (which must have been a great trial 
to David, who loved Absalom so fondly,) the 
yoQi^^ man grew impatient — he sent for Joab, 
to a^k him to plead with the king that he would 
see his son — but Joab would not come. Ab- 
salom sent a second time, and then, when 
Joab still did not come, caused his servants to 
set fire to Joab's barley field. This brought 
Joab, and he promised to do what Absalom 
wished. No doubt David was ready enough 
in his heart to forgive his handsome, vain, selfish 
soD^ and perhaps he thought that now out of 
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gratitude Absalom would behave better. So he 
received the prodigal son back, and kissed him. 
But Absalom never seems to have had any real 
affection for anyone but himself, and as socm as 
he was restored to his father's favour, he began 
to try and make a party for himself, in hopes 
of becoming king. He threw contempt and 
slight upon his father's rule, and flattered the 
people who had, or fancied they had, any cause 
for discontent. He would cry, "Oh, that I 
were made judge in the land, that e^ery maa 
which hath any suit or cause might come unto 
me, and I would do him justice !" Then when 
people came to do obeisance to him, Absabm 
would put forth his hand, and kiss them. In 
all these ways he worked for his own ends, and 
" stole the hearts of the men of Israel." 

For many years Absalom went on thus, and 
then he asked leave to go to Hebron, on pre* 
tence of a vow made when he was an exile in 
Geshur, that if he was ever restored to Jerusa- 
lem, he would so serve the Lord. David bade 
him go in peace, and Absalom went, taking 
with him two hundred men from Jerusalem, 
who had no idea of his bad intentions. But 
Absalom sent spies all through the tribes of 
Israel, saying, " As soon as ye hear the sound 
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of the trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom 
reigneth in HebroD." The people gathered 
strongly round Absalom, and Ahithophel, Da- 
vid's fnend and counsellor, joined the rebels. 

It was in the bitterness of his heart at this 
treachery of his favourite son, and of his chosen 
fiiend, that king David poured out his Psalm 
of sorrow. (Iv.) "Take heed unto me, and 
hear me, O God, how I mourn in my prayer, 
and am vexed . . . Fearfulness and trembling 
are come upon me, and an horrible dread hath 
overwhelmed me. And I send, Oh that I had 
wings like a dove 1 for then would I flee away, 
and be at rest/' Then comes the bitterest part 
of his sorrow, " It is not an open enemy that 
halh done me this dishonour ; for then I could 
have borne it ; neither was it mine adversary 
that did magnify himself against me ; for then 
peradventure I would have hid myself from him. 
Bat it was even thou, my companion, my guide, 
and mine own familiar friend. We took sweet 
counsel together, and walked in the house of 
God as friends .... He laid his hands upon 
such as be at peace with him : and he brake 
his covenant The words of his mouth were 
softer than butter, having war in his heart : his 
words were smoother than oil, and yet be they 
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very swords." David had long since learnt to 
^'cast his burden upon the Lord;" and of a 
truth it was now a heavy burden, when he was 
told that '' the hearts of the men of Israel are 
after Absalom ;"' and he had to fly from Jeru- 
salem, for fear of his own son. 

All hearts however had not forsaken their 
king. As they fled, David saw a Gittite called 
Ittai, following him. David told him tO/ go 
back and save himself, being, as he was, a 
stranger, and not bound to follow the king in 
his exile. But Ittai was faithful for life or 
death. *'As the Lord liveth,'' he answered, 
^' and as my lord the king liveth, surely in 
what place my lord the king shall be, whether 
in death or life, even there also will thy servast 
be." Then David let Ittai go with him, — and 
all the people wept with a loud voice, as the 
king passed over the brook Kedron and went 
toward the wilderness. Zadok and Abiathar 
had brought the ark of God out with him, but 
David bade them take it back into Jerusalem, 
saying, "if I find favour in the eyes of the 
Lord, He will bring me again, and show me 
both it and His habitation ; but if He say, I 
have no delight in thee, behold, here am I, let 
Him do to me as seemeth good unto Him." 
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The king also desired Zadok and Abiathar to 
continue their priestly office m the city, and to 
send him word when things were better. Then 
he went up Mount Olivet, bare foot and weep- 
ing, and all those that went with him were also 
barefoot and wept, and David prayed the Lord 
to defeat the traitor's counsel. 

While David was worshipping God on Mount 
Olivet, one of his servants, Hushai the Archite, 
came to David with his clothes rent and dust 
upoKi his head. Then David bade Hushai also 
return to Jerusalem and enter Absalom's ser- 
vice, in hopes that he might by good counsel 
dc&at the evil counsel of the traitor Ahithophel. 
He desired Hushai to teil everything that hap- 
pened to Zadok and Abiathar, and to send 
tidings to the king through their two sons 
Ahimaaz and Jonathan. So Hushai returned 
to Jerusalem, at the same time that Absalom 
took possession of it. 



ABSALOM'S DEATH, 



David had two more meetinp on his way 
forth from the city, both of which must have 
touched him keenly. First, came Ziba, Saul's 
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old servant, with an offering of wine, and bread, 
and fruit, and from him David learnt that Me^ 
phibosheth, to whom the king had been as a 
father, was tarrying in Jerusalem, hoping that he 
might gain the kingdom during the confusioa. 
David made Ziba master of all Mephibosheth's 
property. Further on, a man called Shimeif 
of the house of Saul, came forth, abusing and 
cursing David, and casting stones at him. 
Abishai would have slain the rebel, but David 
forbade him, saying, in most touching humility 
and sorrow, "Behold, my son, which came 
forth out of my bowels, seeketh my life ; how 
much more may this Benjamite do it ? let him 
alone, and let him curse, for the Lord hath 
bidden him; it may be that the Lord will 
look on mine affliction, and that the Lord will 
requite me good for his cursing this day/' 

Meantime the undutiful Absalom had en- 
tered Jerusalem. He was vain and headstrong 
himself, and also weak and easily led by the 
clever but wicked Ahithophel, who had had 
great influence with David, and now had as 
much with Absalom. Ahithophel advised con- 
duct the most insulting and offensive to David ; 
and even urged Absalom to let him go with 
twelve thousand men after the king, so as to 
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overtake him while he was weary and weak- 
handed. Ahithophel proposed to smite the 
king only, promising afterwards to bring back 
the people to Absalom. Now King David's 
prayer that the Lord would defeat the counsel 
of Ahithophel was answered. Although Ab- 
salom and his friends were pleased with this 
advice, and no feeling of horror at the thought 
of killing his fond indulgent father seems to 
hare come upon the wicked son, Absalom 
chose to call in Hushai and ask his counsel 
also. Of course Hushai advised such measures 
as were most in David's favour, he said Ahitho- 
phel's plan was a bad one, and advised Absalom 
to call all Israel round him, and go to battle 
himself. He and all his followers said, " The 
counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than 
the counsel of Ahithophel." For the Lord was 
pleased thus to defeat Ahithophers treachery, 
and bring punishment upon Absalom. 

Hushai went, as was agreed, to Zadok and 
Abiathar the priests, and told them all that 
had happened, and they sent word speedily to 
David by Ahimaaz and Jonathan. They had 
some difficulty in escaping to the king, for 
Absalom traced them, and they were only 
saved by hiding in a well that was in the court 
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of a friend's house in Baharim. The mistress 
of the house spread a cloth covered with ground 
com over the well's mouthy and so concealed 
Ahimaaz and Jonathan ; as soon as Absdom's 
men were gone, they went to David, and 
gave him warning, and he and his people rose 
up quickly, and before morning * dawned they 
had all crossed the river Jordan, and w^it to 
Mahanaim, where several great men of the 
country round brought all kinds of provisions, 
and beds, and vessels for the king and his 
followers. 

Meanwhile, when Ahithophel saw that his 
counsel was not followed, nor he alone tSie 
prince's adviser, he was so grieved, that he left 
Absalom, and went back all alone to Giloh and 
hanged himself. Thus ended his treason, and 
this was its punishment. That of his master, 
Absalom, was not far off. 

David made ready for battle. He divided 
his armies, placing one third under Joab's 
command, another third under that of Abishai, 
Joab's brother, and the last third under Ittai 
the Gittite. The king meant to go forth to 
battle himself, but the people besought him 
not to expose his life, saying that he was more 
use to his people in the city, and that he was 
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worth ten thousand of their lives. So David 
consented to remain behind, but he stood by 
the gate and saw the armies go forth, and with 
a heart yet full of fatherly love for his ungrate- 
ful son, he commanded the three generals in 
the hearing of all the people to spare Absalom, 
saying, "Deal gently, for my sake, with the 
young man, even with Absalom." 

There was a fierce battle fought that day in 
the wood of Ephraim : twenty thousand men 
of Israel were slain by David's soldiers, and 
even more men were lost in the forest than 
were slain by the sword. Among others, Ab- 
salom rode through the forest on a mule, flying 
from David's men. He had very long, beau- 
tifol hair; and this hair, which had been a 
cause of vanity to him, now led to his death. 
Biding hastily through the forest, his long hair 
was caught in the thick branches of an oak, 
the mule went from under him, and he was 
left hanging from the tree. One of Joab's 
soldiers saw Absalom hanging thus, and told 
Joab. The chief captain reproached the man 
for not having slain Absalom, saying that, in 
that case, he should have had ten shekels of 
silver and a girdle. But the soldier answered, 
'* Though I should receive a thousand shekels 
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of silver in miDe hand, yet would I not put 
forth my hand against the king's son ; for in 
our hearing the king charged thee and Abishai 
and Ittai, saying, Beware that none touch the 
young man Absalom/' 

Joab had not so much respect for the king's 
word. He had before sorely grieved David 
with his too ready vengeance; and now, in 
spite of the king's command, he went hastily 
to the oak where Absalom yet hung, alive, and 
thrust him through with three darts. ESs 
young armour-bearers closed round, and finished 
slaying the wretched man. 

Meanwhile King David sat between the two 
gates of the city, anxiously waiting for tidings ; 
caring more to hear that Absalom was safe 
than aught else. At last the watchman cried 
out that he saw Ahimaaz running, and the king 
said, '' He is a good man, and bringeth good 
tidings." Ahimaaz came into the king's pre- 
sence, and called out, " All is well." Then he 
fell down to the earth on his face before the 
king, and said, ** Blessed be the Lord thy God, 
Which hath delivered up the men that lifted 
up their hand against my lord the king." 

But ''the only question David asked out of a 
full heart was, *^ Is the young man Absalom 



DAYID'S BSTUBN to JERUSALEM. 159 

$afe?" Ahimaaz answered, that when Joab 
sent him, the confusion was so great, he knew 
not. Directly after, another messenger arrived, 
— Cushi. He cried out, "Tidings, my lord 
the king ! for the Lord hath avenged thee this 
day of all them that rose up against thee." 
But again David's eager demand was, '* Is the 
]roung man Absalom safe ?" Cushi dared not 
answer straightforward what had been Absa- 
lom's fate; so he replied only, **.The enemies 
of my lord the king, and all that rise against 
thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man is !" 
Then David forgot all Absalom's ingratitude 
and wickedness, and with a heart full of no- 
thing but a father's yearning love, he was 
deeply moved, and went up to the chamber 
over the gate, and wept ; and as he went, thus 
he said, '* O my son Absalom ! my son ! my 
$OD Absalom 1 would God I had died for thee, 
O Absalom, my son, my son !" 



DAVID'S RETURN TO JERUSALEM. 

King David was so much loved by his people, 
that when they heard how grieved he ^as for 
the loss of his son, and how he remained with 
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his face covered, weeping and mournings 
crying still *' O my son Absalom ! my son I 
son!" the victory was turned into mour 
for them all. The people stole quietly 1 
into the city, rather as if they had been bee 
than like conquerors. 

But Joab was angry, and, as usual, he a 
towards the king more as though he 
David's master than his servant. He wei 
the king, and rebuked him sharply for gi 
way thus to his grief; reproaching him 
'' loving his enemies and hating his fnc 
For thou hast declared this day," Joab 
" that thou regardest neither princes nor 
vants ; for this day I perceive, that if Absi 
had lived, and we all had died this day, th 
had pleased thee well." Then Joab u 
David to lay aside his grief, and go out 
speak comfortably to the people, else he 
out threats that they would forsake the I 
David always was led by his imperious cap 
and now accordingly he went forth and sa 
the gate ; and he sent messages to Zadok 
Abiathar, and " bowed the heart of all the 
of Judah, even as the heart of one man, 
that t&ey sent to fetch the king back to J 
salem. Then David set forth on his wc 
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Vbe royal city. As he went, Shimei, who had 
eursed and thrown stones at David as he went 
away, came ^nd fell down before the king, and 
intreated to be forgiven. Abishai wanted to 
pat him to death, because he had cursed the 
Lord's anointed ; but David would not yield 
this time to the violence which Joab and Abi- 
^ai were constantly urging upon him. " What 
have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah,*' he 
exclaimed^ ** that ye should this day be adver- 
saries to me ? Shall there any man be put to 
death this day in Israel ? for do not I know 
that I am this day king over Israel ?'' There- 
fore David pardoned Shimei. 

Next came Mephibosheth, having neither 
trimmed his beard nor washed his clothes since 
liie king fled. He told David that he had 
been falsely slandered, and never meant to join 
the party against the king. One of the great 
m^n who had provided the king with all he 
needed at Mahanaim, called Barzillai the Gi- 
leadite, came down with David. The king in- 
vited him to go on and dwell with him at Je- 
rusalem, but Barzillai answered that he was a 
very old man, past eighty years of age, ^d no 
longer fit for kings' courts and festivities ; and 
that he asked nothing so much as to return 

II. M 
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home, and be buried by the grave of his fietther 
and mother. But he asked David to take his 
son Chimham instead. Then David kissed 
Barzillai, and blessed him, before the aged 
man went home ; but Chimham went with the 
king to Jerusalem, and remained with him. 
When David was dying, one of his last instruc- 
tions to his son Solomon was that he should 
show kindness to the sons of Barzillai, who 
had been so steady a friend to him in his 
trouble. 

After this there was still some quarrdliiig 
between the men of Judah and of Israel, and 
one Sheba, a Benjamite, made himself a kad«r 
among the men of Israel. King David had 
retained Amasa, Absalom's captain of the host, 
as his chief captain, instead of Joab, and now 
Amasa seemed disposed to be a traitor. Partly 
out of zeal for his master, and probably more 
out of jealousy and revenge, Joab murdered 
Amasa, and led the armies after the rebels. 
Sheba and his party shut themselves up in the 
city Abel of Bethmaachah, and Joab besieged 
him there. At last Joab made terms with the 
city through a wise woman therein, promising 
to leave the place and its inhabitants unhmt, 
if Sheba was delivered up. So they cut off 



RIZPAH AND HER CHILDREN. 163 

Sbeba's head, and threw it over the wall, and 
Joab withdi*ew his armies, and returned to the 
king at Jerusalem. Now Joab had his wish, 
for he was in sole command of the whole host 
of Israel. 



■»**•> 



BIZPAH AND H£B CHILDREN. 

It came to pass, that there was a severe 
famine in the land, for three years running, and 
David inquired of the Lord, for what sin He 
was chastening His people? And the Lord 
made answer that this trouble was sent upon 
Israel, *^ because of Saul, and his bloody house, 
because he slew the Gibeonites." The Gibe- 
onites were that Amorite people who had for- 
merly deceived Joshua by pretending that they 
came from afar, and had thus induced him to 
make a league with them, not to slay them. 
Saul in his zeal to stablish the kingdom of 
Israel, had broken this covenant, and now his 
fiuniiy was to suffer for his crime, as the com- 
mandment promises, saying, '* I am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them that hate Me." 
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So David called the Gibeonites, and asked 
what he should do for them m atonement? ^: 

They answered, " We will have no silver sdor 
gold of Saul, nor of his house ; neither for us 
shall thou kill any man in Israel." And^David 
said, '* What ye shall say, that will I do for 
you." Then they replied, saying, "The man 
that consumed us, and that devised against U8 
that we should he destroyed from remaining in 
any of the coasts of Israel ; let seven of his 
sons be delivered unto us, and we will haog 
them up unto the Lord in Gibeah of SauL'' 
The king kept his word, and delivered up to 
the Gibeonites seven of Saul's descendantft^r- 
two of whom were his own sons, born to bim 
by Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah — and the 
others his grandsons. But David spared Me* 
phibosheth, Jonathan's son, because of the 
solemn oath by which he had sworn to his 
friend that he would protect Jonathan's family. 
Then the Gibeonites took the seven men, and 
hanged them on the hill before the Lord in the 
first days of the barley harvest. 

But Rizpah, their bereaved mother, took 
sackcloth, and spread it on the rock, and n- 
mained there day and night from the begimui^ 
of harvest until the rains fell ; and she suffered 
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bother the birds of the air to touch them by 
day, nor the beasts of the field by night. When 
David was told of this touching care for the 
dead shown by Rizpah, he sent and fetched the 
bones of Saul and Jonathan, and took the bones 
of ^these men who had been put to death by the 
Gibeonites, and buried them all reverently in 
the sepulchre of Kish, Saul's father, in his own 
country. 

Then Gron's judgment was stayed, and He 
heard David's prayers for the famine-stricken 
land. Holy men of old have seen in this history 
a very striking type of the great Atonement 
in our blessed Lord's Crucifixion. In this case 
08 there no sacrifices of the usual kind availed 
to remove the curse lying on the land, there 
most be a sacrifice of human life, and that of 
the just for the unjust. Saul's sons were not 
guilty, but they died for the sins of another, 
and through their death, deliverance came to 
the land. They too were hanged, bearing the 
eorse of the law, which says, " Cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree ;" even as Christ 
^re for us the same curse on Mount Calvary, 
which was shadowed forth afar by Mount Gi- 
teah. 
■ *o ^ Thus we find indeed that the law was ever 
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foreshadowing, and making ready for the liew 
covenant, teaching men to look on to some- 
thing deeper, greater, better. It was indeed, 
as S. Paul says, a schoolmaster to bring men to 
Christ. 



DAVID'S NUMBERING THE PEOPLE. 

It is seldom that God's chosen servants are 
allowed to rest very long in this world, — ^tljiey 
have their Master's work to do, and must be 
up and doing. The time at longest is but 
short. So we find With David, when one 
season of trouble and trial was over, and he 
seemed free, another soon came on. Not long 
after all the internal wars and rebellions were 
ended, fresh wars began with the Philistines. 
King David, though now an old man, went 
forth to battle, and once having grown faint 
he was nearly slain by a giant called Ishbibenob. 
But his captain Abishai came to his help, and 
killed the Philistine. After this though there 
were several more battles with the Philistines, 
the soldiers sware to David that he should no 
more go out to battle with them, " that thou 
quench not the light of Israel." When David 
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saw that he was delivered out of the hand of 
all his eDemieSy he poured forth one of his 
most glorious hymns of praise, saying, *' The 
LoBD is my rock, and my fortress, and my de- 
liverer; the God of my rock, in Him will I 
trust; He is my shield, and the horn of my 
salvation. My high tower, and my refuge, my 
Saviour, Thou savest me from violence." 
After praising the wonderful goodness of God, 
David refers to his own trials, saying, " He 
sent from above. He took me ; He drew me 
out of many waters ; He delivered me from 
my strong enemy, and from them that hated 
me, for they were too strong for me. They 
prevented me in the day of my calamity, but 
the Lord was my stay, He brought me forth 
also into a large place. He delivered me, be- 
cause He deUghted in me. . • . Thou hast 
girded me with strength to battle, them that 
rose up against me, hast Thou subdued under 
me." And again he ends with a fresh tribute 
of praise, " Therefore I will give thanks unto 
Thee, O Lord, among the heathen, and I will 
abg praises unto Thy Name. He is the tower 
of salvation for His king, and showeth mercy 
to His anointed, unto David, and to his seed 
foe evermore." Probably it was at this time 
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that many of David's most triumphant psalms 
of praise were composed, as well. 

But there was yet a trial to come upon 
David, and that through his own iault. II 
seems as if a time of peace and prosperity had 
made all, hoth the king and his subjects, otbr 
boastful and self-trusting in tbeir own strength. 
We are told that GrOD was displeased with tb6 
people, and that He punished them through 
the vanity of their king. David was proud dt 
his large armies, and the number of his mm; 
strong and ready to battle — and giving heed to 
Satan, who we read, came and provoked hiod, 
he indulged in a spirit which sought his oWa 
glory, not that of God, and bade Joab, the 
captain of his host, go through all the tribes 
and number the people. We generally find 
Joab giving bad advice to David, and even 
forcing it on him, but this time Joab urged 
him not to carry out this plan, saying, " Now 
the Lord thy God add unto the people, how 
many soever they be, an hundredfold, and that 
the eyes of my lord the king may see it ; but 
why doth my lord the king delight in this 
thing ?'' 

The other captains also urged David to give 
up his plan, but David would not yield, and 
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Joab and the other captains went forth to do 
his bidding. It took them nearly ten months 
to number the people, and then David found 
that in Israel and Judah he had thirteen hun- 
dr^ thousand valiant men ready for battle. 

But David was no longer inclined to rejoice 
in his pride and strength. The prophet Gad 
came to rebuke him in the Name of the Lord 
for his selfwill, and David's heart smote him. 
He cried unto the Lord, '' I have sinned greatly 
in that I have done, and now I beseech Thee, 
O Lord, take away the iniquity of Thy ser- 
vaoty for I have done very foolishly." 

Poubtless He Who never refuses forgiveness 
to those who seek it with their whole heart, 
forgave His chosen servant with that free full 
pardon on which David loves to dwell in his 
psalms. But as before in the matter of Uriah, 
the punishment of his sin was yet to be borne, 
although the anger of the Lord was turned 
away. And we know also that God willed to 
punish the people as well as David. So God 
told the king how the Lord gave him his 
chcMce of three things. Either seven years of 
famine should come upon the land ; or he 
should flee for three months before his ene- 
mies, or there should be three days' pestilence. 
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David chose the last, saying, ** Let us fall now 
into the Hand of the Lord, for His mercies 
are great, and let me not &11 into the hand of 



man." 



The pestilence therefore came upon the land, 
and during those three days seventy thousand 
men died. And when David lifted up .his eyes, 
he saw the angel of the Lord standing between 
earth and heaven, with a drawn sword in his 
hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then 
David and the elders of Israel put on sack- 
cloth, and fell on their faces, and when David 
saw the fearful effects of the pestilence, be 
humbled himself before God, saying, "Lo, I 
have sinned, and I have done wickedly, but 
these sheep, what have they done ? let Thine 
hand^ I pray Thee, be against me, and against 
my father's house, but not on Thy people that 
they should be plagued." The destroying 
angel yet had his hand stretched out upon Je* 
rusalem, when the Lord had pity upon His 
people, and sent the prophet Gad again to 
David, to bid him raise an altar to the Lord 
on the threshing-floor, near to which the angel 
stood bearing the avenging sword. Araunah, 
(or Oman as he is called in the Chronicles) 
and his four sons saw the angel, and Araunah 
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went forth to meet David. Then the king 
8aid, " Grant me the place of this threshing- 
floor, that I may build an altar therein unto 
the Lord ; thou shalt grant it me for the full 
price, that the plague may be stayed from the 
people.** 

Araunah with quite a royal spirit of gene- 
rosity wanted to give all, both the ground, and 
the threshing instruments for wood, the oxen 
for burnt sacrifices, and the wheat for a meat 
offering; saying, "The Lord thy God accept 
thee/' But David refused to take them as 
gifts, saying, " I will not offer unto the Lord 
my God of that which doth cost me nothing." 
80 the king bought the threshing-floor of 
Arannah for six hundred shekels of gold, and 
he built an altar, and offered peace-offerings, 
and burnt-offerings, and called upon the Lord, 
and the Lord answered him from heaven by 
Are upon the altar. And the Lord commanded 
the angel, " It is enough, stay now thine hand." 
Then the angel put up his sword again into the 
sheath thereof, and the plague was stayed from 

IvaeL 
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DAVID'S LAST DAYS. 

Although King David was not allowed to 
build a noble bouse for the Lord as he had 
desired, he never ceased to long for it, and 
make preparations that such might one day be 
built. He set masons to hew wrought stones 
in readiness, and he prepared iron for the nails, 
and brass, and cedar wood in abundance, say- 
ing, '' Solomon my son is young and tender^ 
and the house that is to be builded for tibd 
Lord must be exceeding magnifical, of ffoivp 
and of glory throughout all countries, I wtU 
therefore now make preparation for it." David 
also told Solomon all his mind, saying, *' My 
son, as for me, it was in my mind to build t 
house unto the Name of the Lord my God, 
but the word of the Lord came unto me, sayr 
ing, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and 
hast made great wars ; thou shalt not build an 
house unto My Name, because thou hast shed 
much blood upon the earth in My Sight. Be- 
hold, a son shall be born unto thee, who aha& 
be a man of rest, and I will give him rest from 
all his enemies round about, for his name shall 
be Solomon," (which means Peaceable,) "wd 
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I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in 
his days. He shall build a house for My 
Name, and he shall be My son, and I will be 
his Father ; and I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom over Israel for ever." 

David showed Solomon all the preparations 
he had made for building the Lord's House, 
gold and silver, precious stones, and marble 
in abundance, and patterns for everything, for 
the Building itself; and for the various vessels 
Off service, the altar, candlesticks and lamps, 
tables, flesh-hooks, bowls, cups and basins. 
Nor were these unimportant trifles, for King 
David expressly told his son, *^ All this the 
Lord made me understand in writing by His 
Hand upon me, even all the words of this pat- . 
tern." Thus God Himself was pleased to 
teach men that nothing is unimportant which 
concerns His service, and that nothing can be 
too precious to be ofiered up for that service. 
David charged him, saying, "Now my son, 
the Lord be with thee, and prosper thee, and 
-tfoild the House of the Lord thy God, as He 
luftth said of thee. Only the Lord give thee 
Irisdom and understanding, and give thee 
charge concerning Israel, that thou mayest 
keep the law of the Lord thy God. Then 
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thou shalt prosper, if thou takest heed to ful- 
fil the statutes and judgments which the Lord 
charged Moses with concerning Israel; be 
strong, and of good courage, fear not, neitiier 
be dismayed, for the Lord God, even my God, 
will be with thee. He will not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee, until thou hast finished all the 
work for the service of the House of the 
Lord." David also commanded all the princes 
of Israel to help Solomon in the holy work. 
He summoned the congregation, and showed 
them how great the work was, ** for the palace 
is not for man, but for the Lord God." He 
went on to tell them that, '^ Because I have set 
my affection to the House of my God, I have 
of mine own proper good, of gold and silver, 
which I have given to the House of my God 
over and above all that I have prepared for tb 
holy House." This was a vast weight of gol 
of Ophir, and refined silver, wherewith to lir 
the walls of the Temple. Then David askc 
" Who then is willing to consecrate his servi 
this day unto the Lord ?" 

All the chief men in Israel came forw 
gladly, and ofiered gold and silver, brass i 
iron, and all those who had any precious stc 
gave them to the treasure of the Lord's Ho 
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It must have been a holy and a joyful sight, 
for we are told that " the people rejoiced, for 
that they oflfered willingly, because with per- 
fisct heart they offered willingly to the Lord ; 
and David the king also rejoiced with great 

joy." 

Great indeed might well be his joy, in thus 
seeing the fulfilment of his vow, which we read 
in the 132nd Psalm, ** Lord, remember David, 
and all' his trouble; how he sware unto the 
LoBD, and vowed a vow unto the Almighty 
God of Jacob : I will not come within the 
tabernacle of my house, nor climb up into my 
bed ; I will not suffer mine eyes to sleep, nor 
my eyelids to slumber, neither the temples of 
mine head to take any rest, until I find out a . 
place for the Temple of the Lord^ an habitation 
for the Mighty God of Jacob." 

Now, indeed, David might sing in the joy- 
ful spirit of prophecy, "Arise, O Lord, into 
Thy resting-place. Thou and the Ark of Thy 
Strength. Let Thy priests be clothed with 
righteousness, and let Thy saints sing with 
joyfulness." 

Then the venerable king made his solemn 
thanksgiving before all the people, saying, 
^* Blessed be Thou, Lord God of Israel, our 
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Father, for ever and ever. Thine, O Lord, is 
the greatness, and the power, and the glory, 
and the victory, and the majesty: for all that 
is in the heaven and in the earth is Thine» 
Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and Thou art 
exalted as head above all. Both riches and 
honour come of Thee, and Thou reignest over 
all ; and in Thine hand is power and nciight, and 
in Thine hand it is to make great, and to give 
strength unto all. Now therefore, our God, 
we thank Thee, and praise Thy glorious Name. 
But who am I, and what is my people, that we 
should be able to offer so willingly after this 
sort ? for all things come of Thee, and of Thine 
own have we given Thee. For we are strangers 
before Thee, and sojourners, as were all our 
fathers : our days on the earth are as a shadow, 
and there is none abiding. 

" O Lord our God, all this store that we 
have prepared, to build Thee a house for Thine 
holy Name, cometh of Thine hand, and is all 
Thine own. I know also, my God, that Thou 
triest the heart, and hast pleasure in upright- 
ness. As for me, in the uprightness of my 
heart I have willingly offered all these things ; 
and now have I seen with joy Thy people, 
which are present here, to offer willingly unto 
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Tfayee. O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
of Israel, our fathers, keep this for ever in the 
uiiaginatioii of the thoughts of the heart of 
Thy people, and prepare their heart unto Thee. 
And give unto Solomon my son a perfect heart 
to keep Thy commandments, Thy testimonies, 
and Thy statutes, and to do all these things, 
and to build the palace for which I have made 
provision." 

Then all the congregation joined King David 
in blessing the Lord, bowing down and wor- 
shipping before Him, offering most abundant 
sacrifices, and making a holy and glad feast 
before the Lord. David also told all the people 
that Solomon was to be their king ; and they 
anointed him unto the Lord, as chief governor 
over the kingdom. 



KING DAVID'S DEATH. 

Now the king was very old and feeble, and 
it was clear that before long he would die. He 
had appointed Solomon to be king after him, 
by God's desire; but now that David was 
weak and helpless, another of his sons. Ado* 
Duah, a younger brother to Absalom, rebelled, 

ii. N 
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and tried to make himself king. He persuaded 
Joab, who seems always to have been ready for 
strife, to join him ; and the priest Abiatbar 
also joined Adonijah. But Zadok, the High 
Priest, and many more of the mighty men of 
Israel, were faithful to David. Then Adonijah 
made a great sacrifice and feast, and called all 
his brothers except Solomon, and as many of 
David's subjects as he could get together. 

The prophet Nathan called Bathsheba, So- 
lomon's mother, and telling: her what to say, 
sent her into King David's chamber. There 
sat the king, bowed down with age, a Shu- 
nammite damsel called Abishag tending him ; 
while he seemed past taking any part in pubUc 
affairs. The time when he should flee away 
like the dove, and be at rest from all this 
world's cares, was very near, even as he him- 
self said, " Whom have I in heaven but Thee ? 
and there is none upon earth that I desire in 
comparison of Thee. My flesh and my heart 
faileth, but God is the strength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever." 

But when Bathsheba told her tale of Ado- 
nijah's rebellion, and Nathan coming in con- 
firmed it, the same valiant spirit which had 
slain the lion and the bear, and overthrown 
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Goliath the giant, broke forth once more in the 
venerable monarch. '*As the Lord liveth, 
that hath redeemed my soul out of all dis«- 
trees/' he said to Bathsheba, *' even as I sware 
unto thee by the Lord God of Israel, saying, 
AsBoredly Solomon thy son shall reign after 
me, and he shall sit upon my throne in my 
stead, even so will I certainly do this day/' 
Then David desired Zadok, Nathan, and Be- 
naiah (who was one of his best soldiers), to 
come before him. He gave them his orders, 
saying, " Take with you the servants of your 
lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon 
my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon ; 
and let Zadok the priest and Nathan the pro* 
phet anoint him there king over Israel; and 
blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God save 
King Solomon ! Then ye shall come up after 
him, that he may come and sit upon my 
throne ; for he shall be king in my stead, and 
I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel 
Imd over Judah*" 

Benaiah answered, *^ Amen : the Lord God 
tii my lord the king say so too. As the Lord 
hath been with my lord the king, even so be 
'He with Solomon, and make his throne greater 
than the throne of my lord Eang David." 
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King David's orders were obeyed. His chief 
oflGicers took Solomon to Gihon, and the High 
Priest Zadok solemnly anointed him with holy 
oil out of the tabernacle, and they blew the 
trumpeti and all the people criedi '' God save 
King Solomon !" Then they made great re- 
joicings, rending the very earth with the sound 
of their gladness. 

Adonijah and the rebels were just ending 
their feast, when they heard the trumpet and 
the shouts of the people. Abiathar's son Jo- 
nathan arrived soon, and told them all that 
had passed, and directly all those who had 
joined the traitor Adonijah were afraid, and 
left him, each man going his own way. Ado<» 
nijah in his fear went to the altar for refuge, 
and from thence asked his brother Solomon to 
swear not to put him to death. Solomon pro- 
mised to spare his life as long as he would 
behave worthily, adding, ** But if wickedness 
be found in him, he shall die." 

And now the tale was told, and David's last 
hours came. Once more he charged his be- 
loved son Solomon, saying, " I go the way of all 
the earth : be thou strong, therefore, and show 
thyself a man, and keep the charge of the Lord 
thy God, to walk in His ways, to keep His 



KINO datid'b death. 181 

statotes and His commandments, and His judg- 
ments and His testimonies, as it is written in 
the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in 
s31 that thou doest, and whithersoever thou 
tamest thyself; that the Lord may continue 
His word which He spake concerning me, say* 
ing, If thy children take heed to their way, to 
walk before Me in truth with all their heart 
and with all their soul, there shall not fail 
thee, said He, a man on the throne of Israel." 

David now proved the truth of his own 
words, ** Blessed is he that hath the God of 
Jacob for his help, and whose hope is in the 
LoBD his God." That God was about to call 
him to Himself; and ''the anointed of the 
God of Jacob, the sweet psalmist of Israel," 
departed this life. 

" He died," says Holy Scripture, " in a good 
old age, full of days, riches, and honour." 
Above all, he died in the full faith that all the 
blessed promises made to him by his God 
would be fulfilled. " Blessed, indeed, are the 
dead which die in the Lord." 
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KING SOLOMONTS WISH. 

No one ventured to trouble Solomon's throne 
any more, except Adonijah, who came forward 
again in a doubtful way, and thus breaking his 
promise, was put to death by Solomon. On 
Abiathar he only passed sentence of exile, tell- 
ing the traitor priest that though worthy of 
death, he should be spared, because of all the 
years during which he bore the Ark of Gron 
before the king's father, and because he had so 
long shared David's afflictions. 

Joab's day of doom was also come, when all 
the innocent blood he had shed should be 
avenged. He had taken part with Adonijah, 
and thus betrayed and forsook his aged monarch 
in his last days. When Adonijah was put to 
death, Joab fled to the tabernacle, and sought 
a refuge at the altar. Then Solomon sent Be- 
naiah to slay him, and Benaiah called to Joab 
to come forth, but he would not, saying, " Nay, 
but I will die here." 

When the king heard this, he bade Benaiah 
slay Joab nevertheless, for it was the Lord's 
will to avenge the blood of Abner and Amasa, 
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who had been basdy murdered by Joab. The 
king made Benaiah chief captain over the host 
of Israel ; and from this time his kingdom was 
established and firm. The Lord was with him 
and strengthened and magnified him exceed- 
ingly. He also, loved the Lord, and walked in 
the statutes of his father David. 

When he was established on the throne King 
Solomon went up to Gibeon to the tabernacle, 
calling all the chief men of Israel together, and 
ciSkaped up solemn sacrifices. The night after 
God appeared to Solomon, and said unto him, 
" Ask what I shall give thee/' Then Solomon 
answered the Lord, saying. Thou hast showed 
unto Thy servant David my father great mercy, 
according as he walked before Thee in truth and 
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
before Thee ; and Thou hast kept for him this 
great kindness, that Thou hast given him a son 
to sit upon his throne, as it is this day. And 
now, O Lord my God, Thou hast made Thy 
servant king instead of David my father ; and 
I fLxn but a little child, I know not how to go 
out or come in, and Thy servant is in the midst 
of Thy people which Thou hast chosen, a great 
people, which cannot be numbered nor counted 
for multitude. Give therefore Thy servant an 
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understanding heart to judge Thy people, that 
I may discern between good and bad.'' 

The Lord was pleased with this request, and 
He said unto Solomon, ^'Because thou hast 
asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyedf 
long life, neither hast asked riches for thjrself, 
nor hast asked the life of thine enemies ; but 
hast asked for thyself understanding to discern 
judgment, behold, I have done according to thy 
words. Lo, I have given thee a wise and an 
understanding heart, so that there was none 
like thee before thee, neither after thee shall 
any arise like unto thee. And I have also 
given thee that which thou hast not asked, 
both riches and honour ; so that there shall not 
be any among the kings like unto thee all thy 
days. And if thou wilt walk in My wajrs, to 
keep My statutes and My commandments, as 
thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen 
thy days." 

These promises of God were abundantly ful- 
filled. King Solomon's dominions were vast, 
and his wealth almost boundless. He had forty 
thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and 
all other possessions in the like degree. All 
his vessels were of gold : and we are told that 
silver was " nothing accounted of in the days 



KINO Solomon's wish. 185 

o£ Solomon." He made silver to be as stones 
in Jerusalem, and cedars as sycamore trees for 
diundance. Foreign kings paid him tribute 
of the most costly produce of their lands ; he 
had a great many ships, a powerful army, and 
Holy Scripture tells us, he '^ exceeded all the 
kings of the earth for riches." 

For wisdom also there was none like unto 
King Solomon ; he surpassed all the wise and 
learned Egyptians ; then the most famous of all 
men for their wisdom and learning. He com- 
posed works, under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit of God, which to this day are a most 
valuable part of Holy Scripture — ^the book of 
Proverbs — that of Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher, 
and the highly mystical book called the Song 
of Solomon, wherein the Son of God, our 
blessed Lord Jesus Christ is typified, and His 
union with His Church wonderfully set forth. 
Probably there were many other writings by 
King Solomon, which God's Holy Spirit did 
iK>t see fit to preserve with the rest — as we read 
that Solomon '* spake of trees, from the cedar 
that is in Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that 
springeth out of the wall. He spake also of 
beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and 
of fishes/' Kings and queens, wise men from 
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all ends of the world came to hear the ?dsdoni 
of Solomon — ^this wisdom ^' which God had 
put into his heart/' 

Yet in the midst of all this splendom^, and 
power, King Solomon could say, ^' It is better 
to go to the house of mourning than to go to 
the house of feasting, for that is the end of aU 
men, and the living will lay it to his heart. 
Sorrow is better than laughter, for by the sad- 
ness of the countenance the heart is made 
better.'' He seems always to have borne in 
mind that for all these great gifts, there would be 
a reckoning with God their giver, and he sums up 
the words of the Preacher, saying, " Let us hear 
the conclusion of the whole matter : Fear God, 
and keep His Commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man ; for God shall bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret thii^, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil.*' 



KING SOLOMON'S JUDGMENT. 

Holy Scripture does not tell us many in- 
stances of the wisdom with which Solomon 
judged the people ; but one touching story is 
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given. It was of two poor women who dwelt 
together in the same house, and had each born 
a son within three days of one another. 

After awhile one little babe died in the night, 
so its mother rose up while her companion 
slepty took the living baby herself, and laid the 
dead child in the sleeping mother's bosom. 
When this woman woke in the morning, and 
would have given suck to her babe, she found 
it dead ; but on examining the child, she saw 
that it was not her own baby that lay in her 
arms. Then the two mothers disputed toge- 
ther, each sapng that the living babe was her's, 
aad the dead babe her neighbour's. 

King Solomon heard all they had to say, 
but how could he tell to which mother the 
Kving baby really belonged ? So he called for 
a sword, and it was brought. Doubtless both 
the women stood looking on, and marvelling 
what the king was going to do. Then Solo- 
mon said, " Divide the living child in two, and 
give half to the one, and half to the other.*' 

Of course the baby's mother would rather 
see another person take her child than have it 
killed : " her bowels yearned upon her child," 
and she made haste to cry out, " O my lord, 
pve her the living child, and in no wise slay 



188 READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIFTURB. 

it 1" But the other woman said, '* Let it be 
neither mine nor thine, but divide it." 

Then the king directly ordered the child to 
be given to her who would rather part with it 
than see it hurt, saying, '* Give her the Uving 
child, and in no wise slay it : she is the mother 
thereof." 

All the people admired and feared greatly 
when they heard of this judgment, seeing that 
their king received all his wisdom and power 
to judge rightly from the Lord. 



THE QUEEN OF SHEBA. 

Among the great people who came to see 
Solomon, to hear his wisdom, and to see the 
wonders and riches of his court, was the Queen 
of Sheba, herself a very great, rich, and wise 
monarch. She came to Jerusalem with a very 
large train in her company, and with many 
camels, bearing quantities of gold and precious 
stones, and spices, such splendour as had never 
been seen in Jerusalem, as a present to the 
king. The queen's object in coming seems to 
have been, not merely curiosity to see a noble 
king, of whose state and power she bad heard 
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loueh ; there appears to have been something 
better and deeper in her motives. She was a 
heathen, but probably she had heard of the 
great and glorious Lord God of Israel; and 
though darkly and afar off^she longed to know 
more of Himi and His holy worship. That she 
came in a holy and humble spirit, seeking to 
learn» is very plain ; since our Blessed LiOrd 
Himself, when teaching His disciples, spake of 
her in terms of praise, as having come from 
the ends of the earth to learn of King Solo- 
mon. Accordingly, the queen " communed 
with Solomon of all that was in her heart,'* 
asking him many questions. King Solomon 
answered everything that she asked, and there 
was nothing hid from him that he could not 
tdl her. The queen saw all the wonders of his 
court, his palace, his great ministers of state, 
his numberless attendants, cup-bearers and 
others in gorgeous apparel, and the splendour 
and luxury of his table. But when she saw 
the beauty of his worship, his going up into 
the House of the Lord, her heart failed her for 
srery wonder and admiration. Then she said 
to the king, *' It was a true report which I 
iieard in mine own land of thine acts, and of 
thy.wisdom ; howbeit I believed not their words 
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until I came, and mine eyes had Been it ; and 
behold, (he one half of thy greatness was not 
told me, for thou exceedest the fame that I 
heard. Happy are thy men, and happy are 
these thy servants, which stand continuaUy 
before thee, and hear thy wisdom.*' 

One cannot help thinking that the Queen of 
Sheba must have been converted from her 
heathen state to the worship of the One True 
God, Jehovah, the Lord ; for we find her 
saying, " Blessed be the Lord thy God, Which 
delighted in thee to set thee on His throne, to 
be king for the Lord thy God ; because thy 
God loved Israel, to establish them for ever, 
therefore made He thee king over them, to do 
judgment and justice.*' 

King Solomon gave, the queen all manner of 
costly presents, and then she and her train left 
him, and went back to their own country. 
The sacred history tells us nothing more about 
her ; but our Blessed Lord has told us that in 
the Day of Judgment, when we all shall have 
to give account for the advantages and privi- 
leges each of us has enjoyed, the Queen o( 
Sheba will stand better before the Great White 
Throne than many of us, who have the blessing 
of knowing One greater than SojiomoUi even 
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Jb8us Christ our Lord, and yet do not seek 
Him with our whole heart, — do not take all our 
difficulties to Him, learn of Him, give Him of 
our best, and pour out our hearts in blessing 
to. Him, as this heathen queen did to King 
Solomon. 



SOLOMON'S TEMPLE. 

This great work of King Solomon's reign 
was building the Temple of the Lord. We 
have seen what costly materials were prepared 
for him by his father David, and to these So- 
lomon added whatever most precious the world 
could afford. He sent to Hiram, King of 
Tyre, for cedar- wood, and also for skilful work- 
nien, — as the Tyrians were famous for their 
beautiful work in gold and silver, and also for 
dyeing the best colours, purple, crimson, and 
blue, that could be found anywhere. When 
everything was prepared, Solomon began to 
build the Temple at Jerusalem on Mount 
Moriah, in the place that his father David had 
prepared and sanctified, which had once been 
the threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 

Nothing could be more gorgeous than the 
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Temple was, within and without. All the 
stones of which it was built were hewn before 
they were brought to Mount Moriah ; so that 
no hammer or axe, or noisy tool might rudely 
break upon the consecrated stillness of the 
spot — 

*' No workman's steel, no ponderous axes rung : 
Like some tall palm the noiseless fabric sprung.**^ 

God had already vouchsafed to give very pre- 
cise orders and patterns to David, and He con- 
tinued to direct Solomon how to fulfil them. 

The walls of the Temple were lined with 
cedar-wood, and all the inside was overlaid 
with gold, and garnished with precious stones. 
Deep within the Temple was the Oracle, where 
the Ark should rest. That, too, was overlaid 
with pure gold, and before it Solomon placed 
two cherubim of gold, their faces turned in- 
wards towards the altar, and their outstretched 
wings reaching from one wall to another. 
There were also pillars before the holy place, 
and a veil, to screen it from general view, of 
fine linen, blue, purple, and crimson, with 
cherubim worked upon it. The altar was of 
cedar- wood, covered with gold. 

^ Bishop Heher. 
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There was also a " sea/' as it is called, for 
the priests to wash in before offering sacrifices. 
It was supported by twelve oxen in metal, and 
the brim was wrought like the brim of a cup, 
with lily flowers. There were, besides, ten 
lavers, where the things used in sacrificing 
were washed. Solomon also made ten golden 
candlesticks ; and all the other articles that 
were used in the holy place were of pure 
gold,— lamps, tongs, snuffers, basons, spoons, 
and censers. The very hinges of the doors 
were of pure gold. The pots, and shovels, and 
basons that were used without were all of 
bright, burnished brass. 

King Solomon also built a noble house for 
himself, with cedar beams and pillars, and a 
great throne of ivory, overlaid with gold. Two 
lions were made beside it, and twelve more by 
the sides of six steps, which went up to the 
ttu^ne. The king likewise built a very beau- 
tiful palace for his wife, who was an Eg)^ptian 
princess, the daughter of the King of Egypt. 



II. 
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THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE^ 

When at length the Temple and all its < 
work was finished, Solomon called togetl 
the elders of Israel, the heads of the tribei 
chief men and princes, that they might 
the Ark of the Lord into it, with all di 
verence and pomp. 

These all gathered together, and the L 
took the Ark and brought it up. King 
mon and the whole congregation of Israel 
before it, and ofiered sacrifices which coal 
be told or numbered for multitude. Thep 
carried the Ark of the covenant of the 
unto the holy place, within the oracle» 
the wings of the cherubim, and solemnly ] 
it therein. As soon as the priests came 
tne holy place, all the Levites which were si 
standing at the east end of the altar ai 
in white linen garments, with cymbal 
psalteries and harps, and a hundred and t 
priests with trumpets, all burst forth to 
in a song of praise. 

When this glorious music broke fort 
the hymn was raised, "Praise the Lob 
He is good : for His mercy endureth for 
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then all the house of the Lord was filled with 
a cloud. This cloud veiled what no human eye 
might see, even the Glory of the Lord ; but 
^wen there the priests could not stand to minis- 
ter^ because of the glorious cloud. Then So- 
Imnon spake, sa3ring, *' The Lord said that He 
^iroiild dwell in the thick darkness, but I have 
btdlt Thee a house to dwell in, a settled place 
for Thee to abide in for ever/* The king then 
tamed to all the congregation who stood before 
bim and blessed them, reminding them of God's 
promise to his father David, saying, " The Lord 
bath performed His word that He spake, and I 
*Da risen up in the room of David my father, 
and sit upon the throne of Israel, as the Lord 
Irtotiiised, and have built a house for the Name 
'Itf'the Lord God of Israel, and in it I have put 
ifhc Ark, wherein is the covenant of the Lord, 
that He made with the children of Israel.'' 
'Solomon went and stood before the Altar 
^tif the Lord, and. then kneeling down, he 
^f^read forth his hands to heaven, and offered 
^]^ a most solemn prayed to God in the name 
of all his people as well as of himself. He be- 
•gan by humbly thanking God for His great 
Inercy in thus fulfilling His promise to David, 
and went on to say, " But will God in very 
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deed dwell with men on the earth ? Behold, 
heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot oon* 
tain Thee, how much less this house which I 
have built ! Have respect, therefore, to the 
prayer of Thy servant, and to his suppUcatioD, 
O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and 
the prayer which Thy servant prayeth before 
Thee ; that Thine Eyes may be open upon this 
house day and night, upon the place whereof 
Thou hast said that Thou wouldest put Thy 
Name there. Hearken, therefore, unto the 
supplications of Thy servant, and of Thy people 
Israel, which they shall make towards this place, 
even from heaven; and when Thou hearest, 
forgive." 

Solomon ended his long prayer, with the pe- 
tition, "Now, therefore, arise, O Lord God, 
into Thy resting place, Thou, and the Ark of 
Thy strength : let Thy Priests, O Lord God, 
be clothed with salvation, and let Thy Saints 
rejoice in goodness. O Lord God, turn not 
away the face of Thine Anointed.'* 

When Solomon ceased praying, God sent 
down fire from heaven, which consumed the 
burnt-offerings and sacrifices, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the house. Then all the people 
bowed themselves with their faces on the pave- 
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ment, and worshipped ; praising the Lord, and 
sayingi " He is God, for His mercy endureth 
for ever/* 

For seven days King Solomon kept high 
festival with all the people, and then sent them 
back to their homes, ^' glad and merry in heart 
for the goodness that the Lord had showed 
unto David, and unto Solomon, and to Israel 
His people." 



SOLOMON'S LATTER YEARS. 

After all the Dedication feast was over, the 
Lord appeared a second time to Solomon, and 
said, " I have heard thy prayer and thy suppli- 
cation, that thou hast made before Me." He 
jNTomised to bless Solomon, his children, and 
people, so long as they continued to obey Him. 
Bot if they forsook the Lord, He said that this 
noble temple, now their pride and glory, should 
he cast out of His sight, and become a by- 
word among nations. This terrible threat was 
fulfilled in after times, when for the sins of 
Israel, the Temple was overthrown. 

Solomon was twenty years building the Tem- 
ple and his own palace. After that he did 
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many other great things for his people, reiMi^^ 
ing the walls of Jerusalem, and building ttMky 
cities. 

It is mournful to turn to the dark sideoiF 
Solomon's character, which, in spite of idl tb^ 
great favours of God, was not all that the 
Lord would have had it ** He went not fully 
after the Lord as did David his father/' He 
was led away by his affection for heathen wo- 
men, whom he took to wife, and when he ^w 
old, they persuaded him to build them altars 
to their strange gods. Then the Lord was bu^ 
gry with Solomon, and He said that beoanse of 
this sin. He would rend the kingdom front-Sp* 
lomon, and give it to His servant. But for 
David's sake, the Lord added, this should not 
be in Solomon's time, but in his son's time 
Even then God promised to leave something to 
Solomon's son, for David's sake. 

After this various foes arose to trouble Solo^ 
mon. The most dangerous of these was Jero- 
boam, the son of Nebat. He was both a valiant 
and industrious youth, and Solomon had raised 
him to high office. The Prophet Ahijah told 
Jeroboam that it was God's will to rend the 
kingdom from Solomon's family, and to raise 
him to be king. Then Solomon tried to kill 
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Jerojboam, but he made his escape into Egypt, 
aod femained there as long as Solomon lived. 

For forty years King Solomon reigned, and 
tiben he '* slept with his fathers," and was buried 
9t ^Jerusalem in King David's burial-place. 



KING EEHOBOAM. 

. As soon as Solomon was dead, his son Re- 
hoboam went to Shechem to be anointed King. 
J^xiboam returned from Egypt on Solomon's 
deatii» and now he, and all the congregation of 
Israel came to Reboboam, saying, '* Thy father 
made bur yoke grievous, now therefore make 
thou the grievous service of thy father, and his 
heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and 
me will serve thee." 

Behoboam bade them depart for three days, 
«md then return for his answer. Meanwhile he 
took counsel with his father's old servants, and 
i^y all advised him to yield to the men of 
Jsrad, and be friendly to them, so as to win 
itbeir fidelity. But in an evil moment, Reho- 
Jbaam also consulted with the young hot-headed 
men who were his own friends and companions, 
and they gave him very diflferent advice. Im- 
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patient of aDyopposition, they advised him to 
rebuke the men of Israel by telling them that 
he would rather add to his father's yoke than 
lessen it. 

Rehoboam took this bad advice, and thus the 
word of the Lord was fulfilled, and as He had 
said, all Israel, save the one tribe of Judab, left 
Rehoboam. " What portion have we in David ?" 
they asked, " to your tents, O Israel ; now see 
to thine own house, David 1'' And when the 
king sent his servant Adoram, the collector of 
tribute-money, to them, they stoned him to 
death. Then Rehoboam was afraid, and fled 
to Jerusalem. There he called together as 
strong an army as be could muster, to go^ and 
fight with the rebels, but the Lord stopped 
him, forbidding any war, ** because this thing 
is from Me." 

Rehoboam obeyed the word of the Lord, and 
returned to Jerusalem, and busied himself in 
strengthening the kingdom of Judah, which was 
left to him. For five years all was well with 
him, but then he and his people forsook the 
law of the Lord and worshipped false gods, and 
in consequence the Lord permitted Shishak, 
king of Egypt, to come up against Jerusalem. 
Shishak took away the treasures both of the 
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temple- and of the king's palace, and greatly 
humbled Jerusalem and her king. Then King 
Rehoboam humbled himself, and returned to 
the service of Gtod, and the Lord turned His 
wrath away from him, and strengthened him. 
for the rest of his reign, which altogether lasted 
seventeen years. 



JEROBOAM, KING OF ISRAEL. 

Afi soon as King Rehoboam had sent away 
the men of Israel with his rude answer, they 
made Jeroboam their king, and he dwelt at 
Shechem in Mount Ephraim. Jeroboam was 
i^raid that if his subjects went constantly up to 
Jemsalem to worship in the temple, and offer 
sacrifice, they would forsake him and return to 
Refaoboam's service. He would not trust to 
the Lord, who had promised that he should be 
king of Israel. So, telling the people that it was 
too much for them to have to go up to Jeru- 
salem, he made two calves of gold, and set 
them before the people, saying, " Behold thy 
gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of 
Egypt." 

One of these idols was placed at Bethel, and 
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the other in Dan, and Jeroboam went on to 
make an imitation of the house of the Lobb/ 
and as of course none of the Levites, God's 
appointed priests and ministers, could or would 
serve these idols, he cast them all off| and jNre^* 
tended to ordain priests of the lowest of the 
people. So that in fact the people of Israel 
were deprived of all true worship and all real 
priests. 

But the Lord did not leave this gross rebel- 
lion against His Majesty unpunished. One day 
as Jeroboam stood by the altar he had raised 
at Bethel, and burnt incense upon it, there 
came a prophet from Judah, sent by the Lord, 
with a message of wrath. He cried out| say*- 
ing, " O altar, altar, thus saith the Loan, Be* 
hold, a child shall be born unto the house of 
David, Josiah by name ; and upon thee shall 
he offer the priests of the high places that bum 
incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be 
burnt upon thee." 

When Jeroboam heard this sentence against 
himself, and his deeds, he was very angry, and 
put forth his hand in his fury, bidding those 
who stood around seize the prophet. But Gob 
caused Jeroboam's hand, which had presumed 
to pollute His worship, to wither and dry up 
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like n ^ead thing, so that he could not move it 
back . again. Then the prophet gave a sign 
from, the LoBD, saying, '^ Behold, the altar shall 
be loot, and the ashes that are upon it shall be 
poured out/' And even so it came to pass. 
Then Jeroboam was afraid, and said to the man 
of God, '^ Intreat now the face of the Lobd thy 
Odd, and pray for me, that my hand may be 
restored me again.'' 

When the man of God prayed to God, He 
waa mercifully pleased to restore Jeroboam's 
haad ; and the king, partly perhaps from grati- 
tude, and partly wishing to make favour with 
the Lord's messenger, asked him to go home 
with him, and refresh himself, and offered to 
give him a reward. But the man of God an- 
siwered, ^' If thou wilt give me half thine house, 
I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat 
bread nor drink water in this place ; for so was 
it charged me by the word of the Lord, saying, 
^* Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again 
by the same way thou camest." 
[a Then Jeroboam let the man of God depart, 
iaking a different road from that by which he 
bad come to Bethel. But we learn from this 
man's history a solemn lesson against self- 
confidence, and fancying that because up to a 
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certain point we have withstood temptation, 
and been steady in well-doing, we may slacken 
our care and watchfulness. 

The man of God journeyed on his way from 
Bethel, satisfied perhaps, that now all his temp- 
tation to neglect his Master's bidding was over, 
and instead of pushing on as fast as he could, 
he sat down to rest beneath an oak tree. Mean- 
while an old prophet who dwelt at Bethel heard 
what had happened, and as it would seem, from 
a good motive, hastened after the traveller. 
Most probably he was one of " the remnant left 
in Israel,'' who mourned over the king's idola- 
try, and was rejoiced at the thought of seeing a 
true minister sent by God. Anyhow this old 
prophet made haste to mount his ass, and 
follow the man of God, whom he found sitting 
under the oak. Then the old prophet invited 
the stranger to return and eat bread at his 
house. But he received the same answer as 
Jeroboam did. In his anxiety to gain his point 
the old prophet now presumed to tell a lie. " I 
am a prophet as thou art," he said, " and an 
Angel spake unto me by the Word of the 
Lord, saying. Bring him back with thee into 
thine house, that he may eat bread and drink 
water." 
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Simple duty would have led the man of God 
to keep to his direct orders, or at least to ask 
what his Master would have. him do. But he 
trusted in his own strength, and probably wish- 
ing to enjoy the refreshment offered, and per- 
haps also his vanity being gratified at being so 
sought, he yielded, and went back to Bethel 
with the old prophet. 

His sin was soon to find him out. Even as 
they sat at table together, the Word of the 
Lord came upon the old prophet, and forced 
him to denounce the guest, whom he himself 
had enticed into disobedience. 

'^ Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the 
Mouth of the Lord, and hast not kept the 
commandment which the Lord thy God com- 
manded thee, thy carcase shall not come unto 
the sepulchre of thy fathers." 

It was too late now, the sin was committed, 
and doubtless with a heavy heart the man of 
God started again upon his journey, riding the 
old prophet's ass. But before he had gone 
.&r, the Lord's sentence was fulfilled; for he 
met a lion, which slew him, and remained 
standing beside the carcase, without offering to 
devour its prey, or to kill the ass, which also 
stood by the dead body. Some travellers passed 
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by, who told in the city what they had seen. 
And the old prophet when he heard th^ tid- 
ings, said, *' It is the man of Gtod, who was dis- 
obedient unto the Word of the Lord, therefore 
ihe Lord hath delivered him unto the fion 
which hath devoured him." 

So he went forth, and found the body, — the 
lion and the ass still standing beside it, as wit- 
nesses to the Word of the Lord. The old 
prophet brought the body back to the city, and 
buried it in his own grave, mourning greatly. 
He also bade his sons carry him beside the 
man of God, when he should himself die, add 
he prophesied that all the sentence against 
Bethel and Jeroboam's other idol altars should 
indeed be fulfilled. 



JEROBOAM'S DEATH. 

Jeroboam would not be warned. He went 
on worse and worse, and God's anger waxed 
more fierce against him. At last it came to 
pass that his son Abijah fell sick, and though 
Jeroboam had forsaken his God, now in trouble, 
his heart told him that He alone held the issues 
of life and death in His Hand. Jeroboam re- 
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membered how Ahijah the prophet had fore- 
told that he should become king of Israel ; and 
in his anxiety about Abijah, he wished to con- 
sult the prophet. But Jeroboam dared not 
9p^nly appeal to the Lord Whom he had 
offended. So he bade his wife disguise herself 
80 as not to be known, and taking with her a 
present of bread, cracknels and honey, go to 
Shiloh to Ahijah the prophet, and inquire how 
their child's sickness should end. Then Jero- 
boam's wife went forth upon this errand, and 
came to the house where the aged Ahijah lived. 
He was now very old, and quite blind. But 
the Lord gave him warning of what would 
happen, telling him who the woman who would 
shortly come to him, really was ; and bidding 
him what to answer her. 

Accordingly so soon as Ahijah heard the 
sound of her footsteps coming in, he spoke to 
her by name, saying, " Come in, thou wife of 
Jeroboam, why feignest thou thyself to be an- 
other ? for I am sent to thee with heavy tid- 
ings/' Then Ahijah sent back a terrible mes- 
sage to her husband, reminding him how the 
LoBD had exalted him to the kingdom of David, 
aad how he had requited the Lord with dis- 
obedience and idolatry. Therefore the Lord 
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would utterly destroy the house of Jeroboam. 
" Him that dieth in the city shall the dogs eat, 
and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls 
of the air eat, for the Lord hath spoken it." 
Moreover Ahijah bade the queen go back to 
her own house, telling her that as her feet 
entered the city, her son should die. For him, 
because he was pleasing in the Lord's sight, 
all Israel should mourn, and give him burial ; 
but no other of Jeroboam's house should ever 
rest in a quiet grave. Ahijah went on to say 
that the Lord would punish Israel severely for 
their idolatry,— they should be rooted up out 
of the good land given to their fathers, and a 
new king over them should be raised up, who 
would cut off Jeroboam's family. 

Then the queen returned home, and as she 
reached the threshold of her own door, her son 
died. He was decently buried, and mourned 
for by the people, as the Lord had promised. 
And in truth he might well be counted the 
happiest of his race. 

After this Rehoboam died, and his son Abijah 
became king of Judah. Abijah raised a power- 
ful army, and went to Mount Ephraim, re- 
proaching Jeroboam and the men of Israel with 
their rebellion against his father, with their ido- 
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latries, and false priests. He ended by saying, 
" We keep the charge of the Lord our God, 
but ye have forsaken Him. And behold, God 
Himself is with us for our Captain, and His 
priests with sounding trumpets to cry alarm 
against you. O children of Israel, fight ye not 
against the Lord God of your fathers, for ye 
shall not prosper." 

Jeroboam planned the battle with great skill, 
sending a secret force or ambushment round so 
as to come behind Abijah's army, while he and 
the chief Israelite army were in front. Thus 
the king of Judah and his men were quite sur- 
rounded with foes, but they did not lose heart. 
They cried unto the Lord, and the priests 
sounded with the trumpets ; the men of Judah 
gave a mighty shout, and God heard them, and 
8D30te Jeroboam and his army, so that they 
fled. Then the Lord delivered them into the 
hands of Judah, and Abijah and his people pur- 
sued and slew five hundred thousand chosen 
men. Abijah also took Bethel, and other of 
Jeroboam's cities. In all that the men of 
Judah undertook they prospered and prevailed, 
"because they relied upon the Lord God of 
their Others.'' 

After this Jeroboam never recovered any 
II. p 
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Strength, and in a while ''the Lord struck 
him " and he died. He had reigned twenty- 
two years. 



ASA, KING OF JtJDAH. 

Abijah's reign was very prosperous, but it 
was short. He died about a year before Jero- 
boam, after three years' reign, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son Asa. King Asa did that 
which was right and good in the sight of the 
Lord, and he was blessed accordingly. For 
ten years God gave rest to the land, and Asa 
used the time in pulling down all heathen 
temples, and putting away all false gods. He 
also built fenced cities, and made his kingdo^i 
strong. After a time the Ethiopians came up 
.against Judah with a very large army, and 
King Asa went forth to meet them with a 
powerful, but much smaller army. He had a 
strength, however, beyond any that his foes 
could have ; for he had the Lord on his 
side. 

Before going to battle, King Asa cried to his 
God, saying, '' O Lord, it is nothing with Thee 
to help, whether with many, or with them that 
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have fio power. Help us, O Lord our God, 
for we rest on Thee, and in Thy Name we go 
against this multitude. O Lord, Thou art our 
God ; let not man prevail against Thee." 

The battle is not to the strong, as men count 
strength, but rather to those of whom David 
says, " They called upon Thee, and were holpen : 
they put their trust in Thee, and were not con- 
founded/' So now the Lord fought for His 
people, and they smote the Ethiopians, de- 
stroyed them and their cities, and took very 
gieat spoil of them. 

As Asa returned in triumph, the Spirit of 
God came upon one Azariah, a prophet ; send- 
ing him forth to meet the king, and to remind 
him of his duty. "The Lord is with you," 
Azariah said, " while ye be with Him, and if ye 
seek Him, He will be found of you ; but if ye 
forsake Him, He will forsake you." He fur- 
ther urged Asa to be strong and resolute in 
putting away all idolatry out of the land. So 
Asa offered up a solemn sacrifice of the spoil 
he had taken from the Ethiopians, and he and 
his people entered into a covenant to seek the 
LoBD God of their fathers with all their heart 
and with all their soul ; that whosoever would 
not seek the Lord God of Israel should be 
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put to death, whether small or great, ms 
woman. 

King Asa's own mother, Maachah, had n 
an idol temple. He cut down the grov 
trees, and burnt the idol by the brook Kic 
and removed Maachah herself from being q\ 
so as not to allow idolatry anywhere withii 
reach. 

But a time was coming when Asa's ' 
failed him, and he fell from his high esta 
God's favour ; and as a punishment, he an( 
people were visited with war all the rest of 
days. 

King Jeroboam had been succeeded by 
dab, his son, a wicked king, who only rei§ 
two years, and was then murdered by 
Baasha, who fulfilled God's curse upon 
house of Jeroboam by killing every membe 

Sthat family. Baasha made himself king, in 
third year of Asa's reign . There was never 
III friendship between Asa and Baasha ; and Ba; 
built a strong city at Ramah, in order to c 
mand Asa's position in Judah. Asa lost 
courage ; and, ceasing to trust in the Lor 
¥^ -I his protector, he made a league with Benha 
»'^ ;! king of Syria, to defend himself against Baa 
= This seemed a successful alliance ; for Baj 
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left off building, and Asa took of his building 
stores for his own purposes. But Asa's pros- 
perity was only outward. God sent the pro- 
phet Hanani to rebuke him, for having relied 
on the king of Syria rather than on his God ; 
reminding him how he had been delivered from 
the huge host of the Ethiopians. Hanani ended 
by saying, " The eyes of the Lord run to and 
fro throughout the whole earth, to show Him- 
self strong in the behalf of them whose heart is 
perfect towards Him. Herein thou hast done 
foolishly, therefore from henceforth thou shalt 
have wars.'* 

Asa did not receive the heaven-sent rebuke 
with meekness and penitence, as David did 
when Nathan and Gad brought messages of 
reproof to him. He was very angry, and put 
the prophet Hanani into prison in his rage. 
His angry spirit once roused, he also oppressed 
his people ; and the close of his reign is dark 
and painful. During the two last years of his 
Kfe, God afflicted him with a sore disease in his 
feet ; perhaps thereby giving him a final call 
to repentance. But Asa sought his physicians 
for help, instead of seeking that of his God ; 
and so he died, in the forty-first year of his 
reign. 

I 
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He was buried with great pomp in the se- 
pulchre he had prepared in Jerusalem ; and his 
son Jehoshaphat succeeded him. 



KINGS OF ISRAEL. 

There were several kings of Israel during 
the long reign of Asa over Judah. 

Baasha was so evil in the sight of the LoRn, 
that he received sentence of the entire destruc- 
tion of himself and his family, as Jeroboam had 
done. He reigned twenty-three years, and was 
followed by his son Elah, who in the second 
year of his reign was murdered by his own 
captain, Zirari, while drinking himself drunk at 
his steward's house. 

Zimri made himself king, and the first thing 
he did was utterly to destroy every one belong- 
ing to the family of Baasha and Elah. Zimri's 
reign was very short. The people would not 
have him for their king, and they went up, 
under Omri, captain of the host, to Tirzah, 
and took the city. When Zimri saw that he 
was beaten, he shut himself up in the palace, 
and burnt it over his own head. Then the 
people were divided, some wishing to have 
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Omri for their king, and others wishing for one 
Tibni. But Omri had the strongest party, and 
he became king for between six and seven years* 
He ** wrought evil in the eyes of the Lord, and 
did worse than all that were before him/' Yet 
his son and successor Ahab was still more sinful 
than himself, and, together with his wicked 
wife Jezebel, who was a daughter of the king 
of the Zidonians, *' did more to provoke the 
Lord Gtod of Israel to anger than all the kings 
of Israel that were before him.'' 



THE PROPHET ELIJAH. 

God sends warnings and opportunities for 
repentance to every sinner, and if Ahab would 
have heeded them, he might have turned and 
sought the Lord. The holy Prophet Elijah 
Hved in his reign, and was sent by God with a 
message to Ahab, telling him that for three 
years neither dew nor rain should fall upon the 
land of Israel, so that there should be a sore 
famine in it. 

When Elijah's message had been given, the 
Lord desired him to go and hide himself by a 
certain brook called Cherith^ saying that He 
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had commanded the ravens to feed him. The 
Prophet obeyed, nothing doubting; and the 
ravens brought him bread and flesh every morn- 
ing and evening, and he drank of the brook. 
But after awhile, the brook dried up, as no rain 
ever fell to feed it, and then Elijah was desired 
by God to go to a city named Zarephath, (or 
Sarepta,) where he should be supported by a 
widow dwelling there. So he arose and went 
to Zarephath. As Elijah came to the city gate 
he saw the widow gathering sticks, and he 
called to her and asked her to give him a little 
water to drink. The poor woman hastened to 
fetch the water, which was a proof of great 
obedience and charity in such a time of dearth : 
and when Elijah saw how obedient she was to 
the Lord's Word speaking through him, he 
further asked her for a morsel of bread. But 
this was not in her power to give. The poor 
widow told him that she had not a cake of 
bread left, and that nothing remained to her but 
a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil 
in a cruse. She was now gathering sticks that 
she might dress this as a last meal for her and 
her son, and after that nothing was left for them 
but to die. Then Elijah said to her, " Fear 
not ; go and do as thou hast said, but make me 
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thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, 
and after make for thee and for thy son : for thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel : The barrel of 
meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of 
oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain 
upon the earth." , 

The poor woman went and did as the Prophet 
bade her, never stopping to question how that 
which seemed insufficient to support herself and 
her child, could be so wonderfully increased as 
to supply a third person. She is another of 
those striking instances we find in Holy Scrip- 
ture, like the Queen of Sheba, and Rahab of 
Jericho, of persons to whom, although heathen 
by birth, a saving grace and strong faith seems 
to have been given, so that they should both 
be saved themselves, and set forth a powerful 
lesson of salvation to others. Our blessed 
Lord Himself mentioned this Zidonian widow 
in teaching His disciples, thus confirming the 
belief that she in her simple faith, has an im- 
portant teaching for us. It is also remark- 
able that this poor, pious widow was of the 
same country with the wicked Queen Jezebel, 
whose sins (with those of her husband) were 
being punished by this very famine. Truly the 
blessing promised by Christ on a cup of cold 
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water given in His Name seems to have been 
anticipated in this case, for when the widow 
took Elijah to her home, relying on his pro- 
mise, the barrel of meal did not waste, or the 
cruse of oil fail, during the many days which 
he spent with her. 

But the widow's faith was to be yet more 
searchingly tried. She found favour in the 
Lord's sight, and He would lead her on by the 
paths of trial and suffering in which He ever 
leads His own. jMuch of the mystery of the 
One True Faith had been made known to her ; 
— how the Lord provides for His own ; how 
man doth not live by bread alone, and how 
there is a Bread of Life, they who eat of which 
are indeed fed to everlasting life. She was 
now to learn a further lesson concerning one of 
the greatest mysteries of the Faith, which had 
as yet only been shadowed forth dimly to God's 
faithful servants, and should not be made fully 
])lain until Christ Himself should burst the 
bonds of death and the grave. She was to 
learn in a figure the mystery of the Resurrec- 
tion of the Dead. 

" After these things," Holy Scripture tells us, 
' ' the son of the woman fell sick, and his sick- 
ness was so sore, that there was no breath 
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left in him." Her words to the Prophet Elijah 
show that she had heen learning yet another 
lesson, a deeper knowledge of the fearfulness 
of sin, and its consequences; that ''of sin, 
comes death.'' Her only child was taken from 
her, and she seems to have looked upon his 
loss as a punishment for her own past sins. 
'' What have I to do with thee, O thou man 
of God !" she cried, " Art thou come to call 
my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son ?" 
Doubtless Elijah himself was grieved at what 
seemed on first sight to be trouble and sorrow 
mimixed, brought upon her who had dealt so 
kindly with him. But he knew his God was 
powerful to save, and his only answer to the 
weeping mother was, " Give me thy son.'* 
Then he took the dead child out of her bosom, 
and carried him up into the loft where he 
dwelt, and laid the body on his own bed. Then 
he cried unto the Lord, and said, '' O Lord 
my God, hast Thou also brought evil upon the 
widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her 
son?" Strengthened by prayer, and full of 
fidth, he then stretched himself three times 
upon the dead body, crying, "O Lord my 
GoD, I pray Thee, let this child's soul come 
into him again." 



I 
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And the Lord heard Elijah's prayer, the 
child's soul came into him again, and he re- 
vived. Then Elijah took the child, and brought 
him down to his mother, and gave him to her, 
saying, " See, thy son liveth." Holy men have 
seen in this a touching type of Baptism, wherein, 
as S. Paul tells us, we are buried with Christ 
unto death, and raised again in the likeness of 
His Resurrection. 

The widow receiving her son, thus restored 
to life again, made to Elijah a fuller declaration 
of her faith than she had yet done. ** Now by 
this I know that thou art a man of God, and 
that the Word of the Lord in thy mouth is 
truth." 

Elijah probably remained in the widow's^ 
house during the remainder of the famine, 
which, according to the Lord's Word, lasted 
three years. In the third year God told the 
Prophet that He would send rain upon the 
earth again, and bade him go with a message to 
King Ahab. It was a work of danger to do 
this, as the heathen Queen Jezebel put to death 
every prophet of the Lord whom she could 
seize. Nevertheless Elijah went boldly where 
his God sent him. As he was setting forth 
King Ahab called the governor of his housei 
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Obadiah, and bade him go through the land, 
and see if there were no brooks or fountains 
yet flowing, in hopes of finding some grass, as 
otherwise all the horses and mules were likely 
to be lost. Now Obadiah was a good man, 
and a sincere worshipper of the Lord. He had 
saved as many as a hundred prophets from the 
wrath of his mistress Jezebel, hiding them in 
caves, and feeding them there. 

As Obadiah went on his errand, he met Eli- 
jah, and knew him, and did reverence to him. 
The prophet bade him go and tell Ahab that 
he was there. Then Obadiah was afraid, and 
told Elijah that Ahab sent everywhere to try 
and find him ; and now he feared that while he 
should go and tell the king that he had found 
Elijah, the Spirit of God would carry His pro- 
phet away, and Ahab, disappointed again, would 
slay the messenger. But Elijah promised to 
show himself that same day to Ahab, and then 
Obadiah went back to the king. 

When they met, Ahab was probably some- 
what afraid of the prophet ; for instead of try- 
ing to harm him, he asked, "Art thou he that 
troubleth Israel?" And Elijah boldly an- 
swered, " I have not troubled Israel ; but thou 
and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken 
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the commandments of the Lord, and thou- hast 
followed Baal." 

Elijah then proposed that there should be a 
trial between himself as the prophet of Ood 
and the false prophets of Baal. Ahab agreed, 
and called all the people of Israel together to 
Mount Carmel to witness the contest between 
Elijah and tbe priests of Baal. Of these last 
there were four hundred and fifty — many of 
whom ate at the queen's table. 

When all were assembled, Elijah came before 
the people, and said to them, *^ How long halt 
ye between two opinions ? if the Lord be God, 
follow Him ; but if Baal, then follow hinu'' 

The people answered not; many of them 
must have felt how wicked they were in follow* 
ing strange idols, and yet they were probably 
afraid to turn against the king and queen and 
their powerful party. 

Elijah spake again to them. ^^I, even I 
only," he said, " remain a prophet of the Lord, 
but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty 
men. Let them therefore give us two bullocks, 
and let them choose one bullock for them- 
selves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, 
and put no fire under; and I will dress the 
other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire 
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under. And call ye on the name of your gods, 
and I will call on the Name of the Lord, and 
the God that answereth by fire, let him be God.'" 

The people agreed to this, saying, " It is well 
spoken/' Then the priests of Baal took a 
bollock, and prepared it for sacrifice, and for 
hoars — even from morning until noon, they 
went on calling to Baal, saying, '^ O Baal, hear 
OS !" But there was no answer, no voice was 
heard ; and the priests in their eagerness leaped 
wpoa the altar. When noon came, and there 
was no sign that Baal heard his priests, the pro- 
pliet Elijah began to mock them, saying, *' Cry 
aloud, for he is a god ; either he is talking, or 
he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or per- 
adventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked !" 
The idol-worshippers grew frantic ; they cried 
aloud, and cut themselves with knives and lan- 
cets, till the blood gushed out upon them. 
So it went on until the evening, and still there 
waB no fire from Baal, nor any sign of an an- 
swer. 

it was now Elijah's turn. He called all the 
peqple round him, and then began by repairing 
the altar of the Lord, which had been broken 
down by the idolaters. For this purpose he 
took twelve stones, one for each tribe of Israel, 



Bacrifice, and the wood on which it v 
This be caused to be done three i 
everytbtDg was running with watei 
treocb arouod was full. It was nc 
tomary hour for the evening sacrifice, 
came before the altar, and prayed t 
"LoHD God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
it be known this day that Thou s 
Israel, and that I am Thy servant, 
have done all these things at Thy wc 
me, O Lord, hear me, that this p 
know that Thou art the Lord God 
Thou hast turned their heart bac 
The answer to Elijah's prayer was i 
and plain. The fire of the Lord fell 
sumed the burnt sacrifice, and the 
the stones, and the dust, and lickr 
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was put to death by the brook Kishon. Ahab 
does not seem to have sought to defend them ; 
he was probably firightened and overawed. 
Whea the prophet bade him, " Get thee up, 
eat and drink, for there is a sound of abund-^ 
ance of rain ;" — Ahab seems to have believed 
him, and to have obeyed at once. Then 
Elijah went to the top of Mount Carmel, and 
cast himself down upon the earth, and put his 
&ce between his knees. After awhile he called 
his servant and bade him, "Go up now, and 
look toward the sea." The man went, and 
returned, saying, " There is nothing.*' Elijah 
bade him go seven times, and the seventh time 
the servant came back and told him, " Behold, 
there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a 
man's hand.'' 

Then Elijah sent his servant to Ahab with 
this message, "Prepare thy chariot, and get 
thee down, that the rain stop thee not." Mean- 
time the heavens grew black with clouds, the 
wind arose, and there was a great rain. Ahab 
went down to Jezreel in his chariot, and Elijah 
hastened down also on foot, and arrived there 
before the king. 



II. 
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ELIJAH ON MOUNT HOREB. 

It seems as if Ahab might have given v^ his 
striving against the Lord, if he had been left 
to himself after the solemn lessons of Mount 
Carmel. He was a weak man, cowardly and 
mean even in his wickedness. Jezebel was far 
more resolute in her evil deeds, and throughout 
the history of this miserable king and queen, 
we always find her suggesting acts of sin, and 
urging her husband on in them/ 

On this occasion Ahab told Jezebel all that 
had passed on Mount Carmel, and how Elijah 
had slain the priests, of Baal. But so &r from 
her seeing in these events a proof that Baal was 
' no God, she only felt a burning desire for re- 
venge. Jezebel sent a message to Elijah, say- 
ing, '' So let the gods do to me, and more also, 
if I make not thy life as the life of one of them 
by to-morrow about this time.'* On hearing 
this, the prophet arose to save his life, and 
went to the wilderness of Beersheba. There 
he sat down under a juniper tree, weary and 
spent, discouraged as to the cause he strove 
for, and fancying, as men are ever apt to fancy, 
that because he saw no way out of the danger, 
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the Lord's hand was not powerful enough to 
bring him safely forth. In his grief and fear 
he requested that he might die, and prayed, 
saying, ** It is enough, now, O Lord, take away 
my life, for I am not better than my fathers.*' 
Worn out in body and mind, Elijah slept under 
the juniper tree, until an angel touched him, 
and bade him arise and eat. Elijah had been 
too often fed by a miracle already to wonder at 
seeing there in the wilderness a cake of baked 
bread, and a cruse of water. He ate and 
drank, and then slept once more. A second 
time the angel of the Lord touched him, and 
said, " Arise, and eat ; because the journey is 
too great for thee.'' 

Truly this heaven-sent bread was a type of 
that of which our Blessed Lord told His dis- 
ciples, that those who ate, should never hunger ; 
since in the strength of this food the prophet 
went for forty days and forty nights unto Horeb, 
the Mount of God. Even as before God had 
communed wonderfully with His servant Moses 
on Mount Sinai for forty days and forty nights ; 
and as later we read of our Blessed Saviour 
being led for forty days and forty nights in the 
wilderness ; so now was it with Elijah. But 
little of the mysterious dealings of God with 
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His servant is revealed to us. The prophet 
rested in a cave, and while there, the Lord 
came to him, and said, ^' What doest thou here, 
Elijah ?" 

Then Elijah's sorrow and despair broke forth, 
and he answered, " I have been very jealous for 
the Lord of Hosts, for the children of Israel have 
forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down Thine al- 
tars, and slain Thy prophets with the sword; 
and I, even I only, am left ; and they seek my 
life, to take it away." 

The Lord did not answer Elijah's trouble at 
once. ** Go forth, and stand upon the Mount 
before the Lord," was His bidding. And a3 the 
prophet stood there waiting his Master's will, 
behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and 
strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in 
pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord 
was not in the wind. And after the wind an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earth- 
quake. And after the earthquake a fire, but 
the Lord was not in the fire. And after the 
fire, a still, small voice. 

When Elijah heard That, he knew that the 
Lord was there ; and he wrapped his face in his 
mantle, and went out, and stood in the cave's 
mouth. Then there came a Voice, saying again, 
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« What doest thou here, Elijah ?" Again Elijah 
poured forth his lament, in the same sad words 
as before. But this time the Lord rebuked 
him for saying that he alone was left, telling 
him, " Yet have I left Me seven thousand in 
Israel, all the knees that have not bowed unto 
Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed 
him." 

The Lord also gave Elijah some important 
charges. He w^s to anoint Hazael to be King 
of Syria, instead of Benhadad, King Asa's ally ; 
and Jehu, a captain in the Israelite host, to be 
king over Israel. The Lord also bade him 
anoint Elisha the son of Shaphat to be prophet 
instead of himself. Elijah went at once to 
Abelmeholah, where, as the Lord had said, he 
found Elisha in his father's fields, ploughing 
with a yoke of oxen, and eleven other yoke of 
oxen ploughing before him. Then Elijah passed 
by, and cast his mantle upon Elisha, and the 
Holy Spirit of God came upon him, so that 
he ran after the prophet at once, saying, " Let 
me, I pray thee, kiss my father and mother, 
and then I will follow thee." Elisha offered up 
a yoke of oxen as a sacrifice, and then he rose 
up and followed Elijah, and ministered to him 
during the remainder of his days. 
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THE DEFEAT OF THE SYRIANS. 

Benhadad, King of S^ia, had been led by 
Asa to take his side and fight against Baasha ; 
and ever since that the Syrians were enemies 
to Israel. Benhadad now gathered together a 
large army— thirty-two kings, or princes of the 
land, were with him, and a mighty host of 
chariots and horses. With all these Benhadad 
came up to Samaria, and besieged it. He sent 
an insolent message to King Ahab, saying, 
" Thy silver and gold is mine ; thy wives also 
and thy children, even the goodliest, are mine." 
Ahab hoped to soothe the wrath of this power- 
ful king, so he sent back a humble answer, 
saying, " My lord, O king, according to thy 
saying, I am thine and all that I have." So 
far, however, from being satisfied, Ahab's timid 
submission only made Benhadad bolder in his 
insolence. His messengers speedily came back, 
saying, that besides taking all Ahab's silver and 
gold, wives and children, his Syrian servants 
should come and search the palace and all the 
place, and take away whatsoever they would. 

Ahab's anger was stirred by this fresh de- 
iDand^ and with the advice of his elders, he 
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sent back a refusal. Then Benhadad sent a 
boastful defiance, to which Ahab answered, 
** Let not him that girdeth on his harness boast 
himself as he that putteth it off." This mes- 
sage reached the King of Syria while he was 
drinking himself drunk in his tents with the 
princes that were of his company. He gave 
orders for immediate battle. Meanwhile the 
Lord sent a prophet to tell Ahab that He 
would deliver the Syrians into his hand ; and 
it was 80 that Benhadad could only escape with 
difficulty in the slaughter. 

But God warned Ahab by His prophet that 
the Syrians would come upon him again the 
next year. Even so it came to pass. The 
Syrians said that Israel's God was Lord of the 
hills, but that if they fought in the valleys, He 
could not save His people. So they kept in 
the low country, and filled it with their count- 
less hosts. Israel was pitched before them like 
two little flocks of kids. The Lord sent a mes- 
sage this time also to Ahab, saying, '' Because 
the Syrians have said. The Lord is God of the 
hills, but He is not (jod of the valleys, there- 
fore will I deliver all this great multitude into 
thine hand, and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord." 



232 READINGS FROM BOLT BCRIPTURB. 

On the seventh day the two armies came to 
battle, and the children of Israel slew a hun- 
dred thousand Syrians ; the rest fled to Aphek, 
and there a wall fell upon twenty-seven thousand 
more, and killed them. Benhadad hid himself 
but he let some of his servants go to the King 
of Israel, and plead for his life. They came to 
Ahab wearing sackcloth, and with ropes on 
their necks, and made petition for the King d 
Syria's life. Now God had desired Ahab to 
destroy Benhadad, so that when Ahab made a 
covenant with him, and spared his life, it dis- 
pleased the Lord greatly. And the Lord sent 
one of His prophets in disguise, who professed 
to be an Israelitish soldier. He told the king 
that a prisoner had been committed to his 
charge, life for life, but that he had let the man 
escape. What was to be done to him ? King 
Ahab gave judgment against him, and then the 
prophet told him how he had been speaking in 
a parable, and said, " Thus saith the Lord ; 
Because thou hast let go out of thy hand a 
man whom I appointed to utter destruction, 
therefore thy life shall go for his life, and thy 
people for his people." 

Although Ahab was an idolater, he must 
have been conscious that the only Powerful 
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God was the God of Israel, after the many 
proofs he had seen ; and now, though he was 
not moved to do better, and seek to win the 
Lord's favour, he trembled under fear of His 
wrath, and went back to Samaria, heavy and 
displeased in spite of his great victory and 
triumph over the Syrians. 

"There is no peace, saith my God, to the 
wicked." 



NABOTH'S VINEYARD. 

Deeper and deeper the wretched King of 
Israel went on plunging into guilt and sin ; 
urged forward in all his iniquities by his wicked 
queen, Jezebel. 

Close to the royal palace at Jezreel lay the 
vineyard of one Naboth, and Ahab coveted it 
for a garden of herbs. He began fairly enough, 
by offering to buy it, or to give Naboth a better 
vineyard elsewhere in exchange. But the Law 
of Moses forbade the Israelites to sell their in- 
heritances, and Naboth refused to disobey this 
law. Ahab does not seem at first to have 
thought of taking what he coveted by violence ; 
but he gave way to a peevish anger at his dis- 
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appointment. He came home heavy and dis- 
pleased ; he would not eat, but lay down upon 
his bed, and turned away his face in sullen 
vexation. 

Surely, if there be one sin more fearful and 
odious than another, it is when any person 
wilfully tempts and leads on their brother to 
wickedness, perilling two souls at onoe. Bat 
we know that, to those who do not resist the 
beginnings of evil, Satan is ever ready to send 
such tempters, from the day that he tempted 
Eve until this present moment. So now, while 
Ahab brooded over the disappointment of his 
covetous desires, his constant temptress Je- 
zebel was ready at his side. She taunted him 
for fretting at such an unfulfilled wish, he, the 
king of Israel 1 and bade him rise up, eat and 
be merry ; for^she would deliver Naboth's vine- 
yard into his hand. Again we see the weak* 
ness of Ahab, for he must have known very 
well that Jezebel could only do this by foul 
means ; yet he suffered her to take his royal 
seal, and use it as an authority to the letters 
which she wrote in his name. Without a mo- 
ment's doubt or fear the wicked queen wrote 
orders that a fast be proclaimed, and Naboth 
set forth as a prisoner. She went on to direct 
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that two £dse witnesses should be set up, who 
riumld say that he had blasphemed God and 
the king. " Then/* she wrote, " carry him out, 
and stone him, that he die." 
. Her hateful orders were obeyed ; and when 
tidings were brought to the queen that all was 
done as she desired, she went in triumph to the 
scarcely less guilty Ahab, and said, '^ Arise, 
take possession of the vineyard of Naboth, the 
Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee for 
moo^ ; for Naboth is not alive, but dead !" 

Ahab made no scruples. He had not cou- 
rage to do the deed of blood by himself, but he 
was willing to profit by it when done, and thus 
folly to share his wife's guilt. He went down 
to the vineyard to take possession of it ; but 
before he could delight himself in the gains of 
vfickedness, he was met with the sentence of 
his punishment. The Lord had sent Elijah to 
meet Ahab ; and well the wicked king must 
have known the prophet's errand, for his first 
greeting was one of mingled defiance and fear : 
" Hast thou found me, O mine enemy ?" 

"I have found thee,'* was Elijah's solemn 
uiswer, ^'because thou hast sold thyself to 
work evil in the sight of the Lord." The 
prophet then gave the Lord's sentence, how 
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evil should come upon Ahab, and his posterity 
be uprooted, and how " in the place where dogs 
licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy 
blood, even thine/* Upon Jezebel, too, sen- 
tence was given : '' The dogs shall eat Jezebel 
by the wall of Jezreel." 

When Ahab heard this, some real touch of 
penitence seems to have come upon him ; for 
he rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth, fast- 
ing and ^^ going softly," as one humbled and 
subdued. Then the Lord, Whose mercy never 
faileth, and Who is ever ready to receive the 
least sign of penitence and return from any 
sinner, however great, looked pitifully upon 
Ahab, and spoke to Elijah, saying, ^'Seest 
thou how Ahab humbleth himself before Me ? 
Because he humbleth himself before Me, I will 
not bring the ^vil in his days ; but in his son's 
days will I bring the evil upon his house/' 



THE DEATH OF AHAB. 



When Asa, king of Judah, died, he was suc- 
ceeded by his son Jehoshaphat, who was a good 
roan, and "sought to the Lord God of his 
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father, and walked in His commandments." 
Therefore the Lord stablished the kingdom in 
his hand, and he had riches and honour in 
abundance. Jehoshaphat made an alliance 
with Ahab, and for the first time since the 
kingdom was divided, there was peace between 
the kings of Israel and Judah. Ahab wished 
to go and take Ramoth Gilead from the king 
of Syria, and he asked Jehoshaphat to join 
him. The king of Judah agreed, saying, ''I 
am as thou art, and my people as thy people, 
and we will be with thee in the war." Je- 
hoshaphat wished Ahab to inquire the Lord's 
will before they went to war ; and, probably to 
please him only, Ahab called together four 
hundred priests or prophets, and asked, '* Shall 
we go to Ramoth Gilead, or shall we forbear ?" 
They were all false prophets ; and because 
Ahab wished to go to battle, they answered, 
" Go up, for the Lord will deliver it into the 
king's hand." 

It seems as if the king of Judah was not alto- 
gether satisfied, but mistrusted these prophets ; 
for he inquired, " Is there not here a prophet 
of the Lord besides, that we might inquire of 
him?" Ahab said that there was one Micaiah^ 
the son of Imlah, but that he hated him, her 
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cause Micaiah always prophesied evil to him. 
However, Jehoshaphat urged for Micaiah's 
sumrooDS, and Ahab was forced to yield, and 
send for him. The two kings sat each on a 
throne, in an open place near the gate of Sa- 
maria, where all these false prophets came to 
them, and there the true prophet Micaiah 
came. The messenger who was sent to fetch 
him told the prophet what was going on, and 
entreated him to speak fair words to the king, 
as all the others had done. But Micaiah an- 
swered, "As the Lord liveth, even what my 
God saith, that will I speak." 

When he came before the kings, and Ahab 
asked the same question of Micaiah, he first 
repeated the words of the false prophets, but 
probably in a manner which showed that he did 
not mean it ; since Ahab, who would gladly have 
taken such a prophecy, answered, " How many 
times shall I adjure thee that thou say nothing 
but the truth to me in the Name of the Lord ?" 

Then, indeed, Micaiah gave a very dilBTerent 
answer. " I saw all Israel scattered upon the 
mountains," he said, "as sheep having no 
shepherd ; and the Lord said. These have no 
master ; let them return therefore every roan 
to his house in peace." 
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Ahafo indignanUy asked Jehoshaphat, ^' Did 
I not tdl thee that he would not prophesy 
good unto me, but evil ?" 

Micaiah broke forth again with awfiil words, 
5' I saw the Lord sitting upon His throne, and 
$11 the host of heayen standing on His right 
hand and on His left. And the Lord said, 
Who shall entice Ahab, king of Israel, that he 
may go up, and fall at Ramoth Gilead ? And 
one spake, saying after this manner, and an- 
other saying after that manner. Then there 
oame out a spirit, and stood before the Lord, 
and said, I will entice him. And the Lord 
said unto him. Wherewith ? And he said, I 
will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth 
of all his prophets. And the Lord said, Thou 
thalt entice him, and thou shalt also prevail : 
go out, and do even so. Now, therefore, be- 
holdy the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the 
mouth of these thy prophets, and the Lord 
hath spoken evil against thee." 

One of the false prophets^ Zedekiah by 
oame, struck Micaiah, tauntingly asking him 
if the Spirit of the Lord spoke through him ? 
Micaiah answered with a prophecy of the 
Uasphemer's own fate. Ahab was angry, and 
desired that Micaiah might be kept in prison 
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on bread and water, until he retomed in 
peace. But Micaiah said, " If thou return at 
all in peace, the Lord hath not spoken by 



me. 



So the two kings went up to battle, and 
Ahab went into it in disguise, but Jehoshaphat 
wore his royal robes. The king of SynsL had 
given special orders to every man to try and 
kill the king of Israel : and at first his captains 
pursued Jehoshaphat, but he cried to God, and 
the Lord helped him, and when they saw it 
was not Ahab, they left him. Ahab could not 
avoid the Lord's sentence. All disguised as be 
was, he fell. A man drew his bow at a venture, 
and the arrow smote the wicked king, and 
pierced him with a mortal wound. Ahab bid 
the driver of his chariot take him out of the 
battle's fury; he "stayed himself up in his 
chariot" till the evening, and then just about 
the time of the sun going down, he died. 

Ahab's body was brought back to Samaria, 
and buried there; and the prophet Elijahs 
words that in the same place where the dogs 
had licked the blood of Naboth, they should 
lick that of his murderer, were fulfilled. The 
chariot in which Ahab died was brought to the 
pool of Samaria to be washed ; and as that and 
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the king's armour was washed, the dogs came, 
and licked up his blood. 

Thus ended the history of one famous in 
Sacred history, as the most wicked among the 
many bad kings that reigned in Judah and Israel. 
** There was none like Ahab, which did sell 
himself to work wickedness in the sight of the 
Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up." 



KINGS OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL. 

When Jehoshaphat returned to Jerusalem 
after the battle was ended and Ahab dead, he 
was met by one of his prophets who rebuked 
him, ^saying; " Shouldest thou help the ungodly, 
and love them that hate the Lord ? therefore 
is wrath upon thee from the Lord." But he 
also said that God saw good in Jehoshaphat, 
and that he had prepared his heart to seek God. 
Soon afterwards, the Moabites and Ammonites, 
and other heathen nations came to make war 
upon Jehoshaphat — but he put his trust in God, 
saying, " We have no might against this great 
company, neither know we what to do ; but our 
eyes are upon Thee.'' The Spirit of the Lord 

II. R 
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came upon a Levite called Jahaziel, and be bade 
the king and all the people, '^ Be not afiaid or 
dismayed, for the battle is not your's, but 
God's." They went out to battle with the 
singers in front, praising the beauty of holiness, 
and singing, '' Praise the Lord, for His marcy 
endureth for ever." And God gave tiiem an 
abundant victory over their enemies, and very 
great spoil. 

When Ahab died, his son Ahaziah came to 
the throne. He was a bad man, and followed in 
the evil ways of his parents. He met his death 
by falling from the lattice of an upper chamber 
in which he seriously injured himself. Ahaziah 
sent messengers to inquire of Baalzebub whether 
he would die or recover ; but the messengers 
met Elijah, who was sent by the Lord to ask, 
"Is it because there is not a God in Israel, 
that ye go to inquire of Baalzebub ?" Elijah 
also answered their question, telling them that 
the king would die. When Ahaziah's servants 
told him what had happened, he inquired what 
the man was like who had thus spoken ? They 
replied, ** He was an hairy man, and girt with 
a girdle about his loins." Then the king said, 
*' It is Elijah the Tishbite." In his anger he 
sent fifty soldiers with their captain to take 
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Elijah. They found the prophet at the top of 
a hill, and the captain bade him come down, 
saying, " Thou man of God, the king hath said, 
Come down.*' 

Elijah answered^ " If 1 be a man of God, then 
let fire come down from heaven, and consume 
thee and thy fifty." Then there came fire 
which consumed them all. The same thing 
happened to a second company. When Aha- 
ziah sent a third captain, this man came and 
fell on his knees before the prophet, and be- 
sought that he and his men might not likewise 
be destroyed. This time the angel of the Lord 
spok6 to Elijah, bidding him not to fear, but to 
go down to the king. So he went and repeated 
to Ahs^ah the sentence of the Lord. 

His words were fulfilled, and the king of Israel 
neve* rose up from his bed of sickness, dying 
two years after his father Ahab. Ahaziah had 
no son, but his brother Jehoram or Joram suc- 
ceeded him. There was at the same time with 
this king a king Jehoram in Judah, Jehosha- 
phat having raised his eldest son of that name 
to share his throne in the fifth year of Jehoram 
of Israel. Jehoshaphat's son was a wicked man, 
after his father's death he slew all his own bre- 
thren, and many of the princes of Israel. More- 



( 
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over, iie had maiTied a daughter of Ahat, and he 
followed in all the wicked courses of Ahab and 
Jezebel. For these sins the L-ord sent ateavy 
judgment upon him. Foreign enemies came 
up against Jehoram and carried away all Hs 
property, and alt bis family, except his youngert 
son. Jehoram himself was afflicted with a very 
sore disease, of which he died after two years' 
suffering. At the end of that time he " de- 
parted without being desired," and the people 
made no solemn faneral for him. He was suc- 
ceeded by his only surviving son, Ahaziah. 



ELIJAH TAKEN UP INTO I1EA\'EN. 

It is a relief to turn from the troubled 
blood-stained history of all these wicked kings, 
to the Prophet Elijah. His earthly mission wk 
now ended, and the Lord saw fit to take His 
faithful servant up to heaven, without causing 
him to suffer the pangs of death, appointed as 
the lot of all men. A solemn scene passed be- 
tween the venerable Prophet and his fkitfafiil 
servant Elisba. Probably Elijah knew what 
the Lord was a\>oiil \.o 4o fex Vi\ti\, -wbA ita his 
humility would l««e dista\a%eA c^«q. *e^a •'**^ 
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to his glory. He begged Elisha to stay at 
;al, saying that the Lord had sent him to 
heL 

Elisha seems also to have foreseen something 

what was coming, for he refused to leave 

ijah ; and when the prophets at Bethel came 

him, saying, ^^ Knowest thou that the Lord 

ill take away thy master from thy head to- 

ay?" he answered, "Yea, I know it, hold thou 

Jby peace." 

At Bethel Elijah again begged Elisha to 
tarry, as the Lord sent him to Jericho. But 
again Elisha answered, " As the Lord liveth, 
and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee." 
At Jericho too, the sons of the prophets spoke 
to Elisha as those of Bethel had done, and he 
made the like answer. At Jericho once more, 
Elijah spoke to Elisha saying, '' Tarry here, I 
pray thee, for the Lord hath sent me to Jordan." 
But Elisha refused. And they two went on, 
and stood by the river Jordan. Then EUjah 
took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and 
smote the waters, and they were divided hither 
and thither, so that they two went over on dry 
ground. Fifty of the sons of the prophets of 
Jericho remained afar oflf watching, and saw the 
wonders that befel. When they had passed the 
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river Jordan, Elijah said to Elisha, '' Ask what 
I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from 
thee/' Then Elisha said, " I pray thee, let a 
double portion of thy spirit be upon me." Eli- 
jah answered, " Thou hast asked a hard things 
nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken 
from thee, it shall be so unto thee ; but if not, 
it shall not be so." 

And it came to pass, as they still went on, 
and talked, that behold, there appeared a chariot 
of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them 
asunder, and Elijah went up by a whirlwind 
into heaven. Thus, as in the raising of the 
Zidonian widow's child, Elijah had typified our 
Blessed Lord's Resurrection, so he now was 
himself a type of His Ascension. Once more 
was Elijah seen by mortal eyes, even on Mount 
Tabor, at the Transfiguration of the same 
Blessed Saviour, of Whom the Prophet was a 
forerunner. Moses and Elias were permitted 
to appear there in glory wuth Him, and the 
three holy Apostles, S. Peter, S. James, and S. 
John were allowed to behold that exceeding 
great glory, although they could not enter into 
its mysteries. 

When Elisha saw his master thus taken up 
in this wondrous fiery chariot, he cried out, 
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" My ftither, my father I the chariot of Israel, 
and the horsemen thereof!*' Then all the hea- 
venly vision was lost to Elisha's sight, and in 
his sorrow he rent his clothes. But seeing 
Elijah's mantle, which had fallen from the 
Prophet as he was taken up, Elisha returned 
with it to the river Jordan, and smote the 
waters, saying, " Where is the Lord God of 
Elijah ?" Then the waters divided, as they had 
done for Elijah, and Elisha passed over. By 
this both he and the prophets who were watch- 
ing knew that his prayer was granted, and that 
Elijah's spirit rested on Elisha. 

Elisha knew that his master was gone not to 
return, but the prophets of Jericho did not see 
so far into the heavenly counsels. They there- 
fore begged to be allowed to send men to seek 
Elijah, saying, " Lest peradventure the Spirit of 
the Lord hath taken him up, and cast him upon 
some mountain, or into some valley." At first 
Elisha refused, but when they urged the point, 
he consented, and for three days they sought 
Elijah, but found him not. Then they saw 
that God had indeed taken His faithful servant 
for ever to Himself. 



1 
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ELTSHA. 

Elisha's new power to work miracles was 
soon called upon. The men of Jericho com- 
plained that though their city was pleasant, 
they suffered much from having bad water^and 
barren land. Elisha bade them bring him a 
new cruse of salt, and going to the spring, he 
cast the salt into it, saying, '^ Thus saith the 
Lord, I have healed these waters ; there shall 
not be from thence any more death or barren 
land." And from that day the waters were 
good. 

After this Elisha left Jericho to go to Bethel, 
and on this journey a very different and more 
terrible instance of the power given him by God 
appeared. A number of little children ran out 
of the city after Elisha, mocking him, and 
calling out, " Go up, thou bald head 1" The 
Lord holds all irreverence done to His Min- 
isters as done to Himself, of Whom they are 
but the servants and ambassadors, and now He 
caused Elisha to turn back and curse these 
children in the Name of the Lord. Then there 
came two she-bears out of the wood, and tore 
forty-two of the children ; a solemn warning to 
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all who read the history of how fearful punish- 
ments God sometimes sends upon what careless 
people are apt to call trifling ^sins. It cannot 
be too often repeated that no sin against our 
Pure Holy God can be little. " Whoso des- 
piseth small things shall fall by little and 
Uttle." 

The next time that we are told of Elisha's 
using his miraculous power, is in the exercise 
of mercy ^ and pity. A widow woman who 
feared the Lord came to Elisha to intreat help, 
as her husband's creditor was going to seize her 
two sons for bondsmen, because she could not 
pay her debt. Elisha answered, " What shall 
I do for thee ? tell me, what hast thou in the 
house ?'' She said, *' Thine handmaid hath not 
anything in the house, save a pot of oil." Then 
Elisha bade her borrow as many empty vessels 
as she could, and then, having shut her door, 
she was to pour the oil into them. The widow 
obeyed, and went on pouring until her son had 
no more vessels to bring her. Then the oil 
was stayed, and ceased to flow. The widow 
hastened to tell Elisha what had come to pass, 
and he bade her sell the oil, and having paid 
her debt, to take the rest of its produce for 
horself and her children. 

I 
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Another time, a number of the sons of the 
prophets at Gilgal began to eat some pottage 
into which by mistake some poisonous wUd 
gourds had been put. When the men had 
tasted the pottage, they cried out to himj ** 0' 
thou ihan of God, there is death in the pot I" 
But Elisha directly called for some meal, and 
having put it into the pot, he said, " Pour out 
for the people, that they may eat ;*' and they 
ate, and it was now good and wholesome food. 

Another miracle recorded is still more strik- 
ing, as being a very wonderful type of our 
Blessed Lord, when He fed the multitude in 
the wilderness. A man brought Elisha twenty 
barley loaves, and some full ears of corn, as a 
first-fruit offering, and he commanded that the 
food might be given to the people. Just as in 
after days the disciples asked our Saviour how 
it was possible to feed so many with a few 
loaves, so now Elisha's servant asked, " What, 
should I set this before an hundred men?" 
But the Prophet answered, " Give the people 
that they may eat, for thus saith the Lord, 
They shall eat, and shall leave thereof." So 
the food was set before them, and they did eat, 
and left thereof, according to the Word of the 
Lord. 
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Another time, one of the sons of the pro- 
phets, hewing wood by the Jordan, lost his axe- 
head in the water. He cried out, "Alas, 
master!" for it was a borrowed axe. Then 
Elisha asked, "Where fell it?'' and when he 
knew the place, he cut a stick, and cast it into 
the water, and forthwith the iron did swim and 
rose up, so that the man took it again. All 
these wonders caused Elisha to have a very 
great fame in Israel, and in the countries 
round. 



THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN. 

There lived at Shunem a " great woman," a 
person of great riches and importance, with her 
husband. She seems also to have been a woman 
of piety and good works, and rejoicing in the 
presence of God's Prophet, for having once in- 
duced Elisha to eat in her house, he continued 
to stay there every time that he passed by. 
Then the woman said to her husband, " Behold 
now, I perceive that this is a holy man of God, 
which passeth by us continually ; let us make 
a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall, and 
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let US set for him there a bed and a table» tod 
a stool, and a candlestick, and it shall be, when 
he Cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither/' 

Her husband agreed, and the little chamber 
was prepared with its simple furniture. One 
day when the Prophet was resting therein, he 
sent 'for his hostess, and asked her how he 
could reward her for her kindness, saying, 
*' Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all 
this care, what is to be done for thee ? Wouldst 
thou be spoken for to the king, or to the cap- 
tain of the host ?'* 

But the Shunammite woman had no ambition, 
she was content to remain in the position 
given her by God ; and she answered, " I dwell 
among mine own people." She did not press 
forward with what was probably the real wish 
of her heart, but Elisha's servant Gehazi an- 
swered his master's *' What then is to be done 
for her ?'\ by saying that she had no child, and 
doubtless that was the thing she most desired 
Once more Elisha sent for the woman and told 
her that God would give her a son. The pro- 
mise was fulfilled, and in course of time a son 
was born to her. 

Years passed on, and then one harvest, when 
the hoy was well-grown, he went out to his 
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father, who was with the reapers, and became 
suddenly ill, owing probably to the heat of the 
sun. He said to his father, " My head ! my 
head I" The father told a lad that was near to 
carry the boy to his mother, and then this 
cherished only child sat upon her knees till 
noon, and died. The poor mother in her an- 
guish of spirit, still turned to God and His 
Prophet as her only help. She carried the 
little corpse up to Elisha's room, and laid it on 
his bed, and having carefully shut the door, 
went to her husband. She did not tell him 
what had happened, she only asked him to let 
her have one of the asses, and one of his ser- 
vants to attend on her that she might go to the 
man of God, and come again. 

Her husband was rather surprised at her 
wish, as it was no day appointed to be kept 
holy; but she answered, "It shall be well,'* 
and he let her go. She went with al^the speed 
possible towards "Mount Carmel ; and it came 
to pass, that when the man of God saw her 
afer oflF, he said to Gehazi, " Behold, yonder is 
that Shunammite ; run now, I pray thee, to meet 
her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee ? is 
it well with thy husband ? is it well with the 
child ?" 
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Gehazi did as Elisha bade him, but the Sha- 
nammite would not stop to talk with him. 
Merely answering, " It is well,*' she pressed on 
to Elisha ; and when she came to him, she fell 
at his feet in the fulness of her heart, crying 
out, " Did I desire a son of my lord ? Did I 
not say, do not deceive me ?'* Gehazi would 
have thrust her away, but Elisha said, "Let 
her alone, for her soul is vexed within her ; 
and the Lord hath hid it from me, and hath 
not told"me." 

When Elisha knew what was her trouble, he 
sent Gehazi forward. ** Gird up thy loins," 
he said, "and take my staff in thine hand, and 
go thy way : if thou meet any man, salute him 
not ; and if any salute thee, answer him not 
again, and lay my staff upon the face of the 
child.'* 

But the child's mother would not return 
with Gehazi : she seemed to feel that only the 
prophet himself could help her in this her ex- 
treme need, and she said, ** As the Lord livetb, 
and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee." 
Then Elisha rose up and went with her. Ge- 
hazi passed on before them, and laid the staff 
upon the face of the child; but there was 
neither voice nor hearing in him. So he went 
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back and met them, saying, '' The child is not 
awaked/' When Elisha reached the house, he 
found the child lying on his own bed, quite 
dead. So he shut himself up with the dead 
child, and prayed unto the Lord. Then he 
laid himself upon the child, putting his mouth 
upon the child's mouth, and his eyes upon the 
child's eyes, and his hands upon the child's 
liands. And as Elisha stretched himself on 
the child's body, his flesh waxed warm. Elisha 
walked to and fro, and then again stretched 
himself on the child's body ; and this time the 
boy sneezed seven times, and opened his eyes. 
Then Elisha bade Gehazi call the mother, and 
when she came, he gave her living son back to 
her bosom. Once again she fell at his feet, but 
this time it was in overflowing joy and thank- 
fulness. Thus it was given to Elisha, as well 
as to Elijah, to set forth a striking type of the 
Besurrection of the dead. 



NAAMAN, THE LEPER. 

At this time there was frequent war between 
the kings of Israel, and Benhadad, king of 
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Syria. And the captain of the Syrian host, 
called Naaman, was a very great and mighty 
man, high in the king's esteem ; but he was a 
leper, and by reason of this loathsome disease, 
he had no enjoyment of his many advantages. 
It chanced that Naaman's wife had a little 
Israelitish maid, who had been brought a cap- 
tive by some of the parties making war np^n 
Israel. She had probably seen some of Eli- 
sha's miracles, for she said to her mistress, 
•'Would to Gon my lord were with the pro- 
phet that is in Samaria ! for he would recover 
him of his leprosy." 

When Naaman heard this, he wished to seek 
the prophet ; so he set out, taking with him a 
very large sum of money, and ten changes of 
raiment. Moreover, because the king of Syria 
prized his chief captain very much, he gave 
him a letter to the king of Israel, saying, " Now 
when this letter is come to thee, behold, I have 
therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, 
that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy." 
Naaman brought Benhadad's letter to the king 
of Israel, who was troubled at it, and rent his 
clothes, saying, "Am I God, to kill and to 
make alive, that this man doth send unto me 
to recover a man of his leprosy ? Wherefore 
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consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a 
quarrel against me/' 

But when Elisha heard of it, he sent to the 
king, saying, " Wherefore hast thou rent thy 
clothes? Let him come now to me, and he 
shall know that there is a prophet in Israel." 
So Naaman came in state, with his chariot and 
hprses, to Elisha's house. 

The prophet did not come forth : he only 
sent a message to Naaman, saying, '' Go and 
wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh 
shall come again unto thee, and thou shalt he 
clean." 

But Naaman was angry at being treated, as 
he thought, with so little respect, and at having 
so simple a remedy offered him. " Behold, I 
thought," he said, " he will surely come out to 
me, and stand and call on the Name of the 
Lord his God, and strike his hand over the 
place, and recover the leper ! Are not Abana 
and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than 
all the waters of Israel ? May I not wash in 
them, and be clean ? So he turned, and went 
away in a rage." 

But his servants soothed him, and reasoned 
with him, saying, " My father, if the Prophet 
had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest 

n. fr 
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thou not have done it ? how much rather then, 
when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean ?" 
Then Naaman let himself be persuaded, and he 
went to the river Jordan, and washed seven 
times in its waters ; and his flesh became clean, 
like the flesh of a Uttle child. Naaman was 
now convinced that the God of Israel was in- 
deed mighty to save. He went back to Elisha 
with all his train, and said, ^* Behold, now I 
kaow that there is no God in all the earth, but 
in Israel ; now therefore, I pray thee, take a 
blessing of thy servant.'* But the Prophet 
would not receive any payment for Naaman's 
cure. Naaman wholly gave up his heathen 
worship, saying that he would never again offer 
up sacrifice to any save the One True God of 
Israel, and he begged Elisha to let him have 
two mules' burden of earth from Mount Carmel, 
whereon to offer his sacrifices. He also asked 
that he might be permitted to attend his royal 
master as usual to the temple of the god Rim- 
mon, and that when he bowed there, because 
the king leant upon him, he might not be ac- 
cused of worshipping Rimmon himself. Then 
be departed with the Prophet's blessing. 

But Gehazi was sorry that his master had 
allowed the rich Syrian to depart without ac- 
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ceptmg any of his costly gifts. Gehazi's co- 
vetousness grew so keen as he thought upon 
them that he resolved to follow Naaman, and 
get something yet. So he hastened to overtake 
the Syrian party. As soon as Naaman saw 
Gehazi following, he stopped, and got out of 
his chariot to receive him, asking, '' Is all 
well?" Gehazi answered, "All is welL My 
master hath sent me, saying, fiehold, even now 
there came to me from Mount Ephraim two 
young men of the sons of the prophets ; — give 
them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two 
changes of garments.'* 

Naaman was ready to give, and made Gehazi 
take the garments and two talents of silver, 
sending two of his servants back to carry them. 
Gehazi dismissed the men without their being 
seen, and hid the gifts in the house, and then 
went before his master as though nothing had 
happened. But Elisha could not be deceived, 
and he asked, " Whence comest thou, Gehazi ?" 
Grehazi was afraid, and told a lie. " Thy ser- 
vant went no whither," he said. But Elisha 
sternly rebuked him, saying, " Went not mine 
heart with thee, when the man turned again 
from his chariot to meet thee ?" And then 
the Prophet told the guilty man of God's sen- 
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tence upon his covetousness and falsehood. 
" The leprosy of Naaman shall cleave unto thee 
and unto thy seed for ever." And Gehazi went 
out from his presence a leper as white as snow. 



THE SIEGE OF SAMARIA. 

Fresh wars arose between the kings of 
Israel and Syria. God constantly sent warning 
to the Israelites by Elisha as to their enemies' 
movements, so that they were saved. Ben- 
hadad could not understand this, and thought 
he must have traitors in his camp. But his 
servants, who knew Elisha*s fame well, told 
him that it was ** Elisha the Prophet that is in 
Israel, who telleth the king of Israel the words 
that thou speakest in thy bedchamber." Then 
Benhadad thought to seize Elisha, and hearing 
that he was in Dothan, the king sent a great 
host with chariots and horses by night. The 
next morning, when Elisha's servant went out 
early, he found the city quite surrounded by 
the Syrian host. He went to his master in 
great alarm, crying out, " Alas ! my master ! 
what shall we do ?" But Elisha was calm and 
fearless, and he answered saying, "Fear not, 
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for they that be with us are more than they 
that be with them." Then Elisha prayed, say- 
ing, " Lord, I pray Thee, open his eyes, that he 
may see." 

And the Lord opened the eyes of the young 
man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain 
was full of horses and chariots of fire round 
about Elisha* It was even as David had said, 
**He shall give His angels charge over thee." 
And surely, though it be not given to us to see 
His angels round us, we know from almost 
every page of His Sacred Word, that they are 
round us, and ready to help and strengthen 
the weakest and feeblest, and to fight with us 
against every temptation and trial, even though 
these should press upon us, like the Syrian 
chariots and horses that seemed to close en- 
tirely round Dothan, 

It is a remarkable part of this story, that 
although at the i^rophet's prayer God per- 
mitted his servant to see the fiery chariots and 
horses, and the heavenly host which encom- 
passed them, it was not by means of these that 
Elisha was delivered. As though to teach us 
that while our Heavenly Father has legions of 
angels waiting to do His pleasure. He often 
works His Will by simple, and what we call 
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common means. It was by a miracle, 
ever, that Elisha was set free. He prayed 
God would smite the Syrians with blinc 
and then Elisha himself led them all to San 
and they found themselves in the hands of 
enemies. King Joram would have slain t 
but Elisha forbade this, and having fee 
soldiers, he sent them back to their maste 
But soon afterwards the Syrians laid 
to Samaria, and the inhabitants were in 
great suffering for want of food, so that 
the most disgusting food was sold at very 
prices. One day as the king passed by, s 
man cried out to him for help, and whe 
inquired what she wanted, he heard how 
and another woman had agreed in their ] 
dening hunger to eat their own childreuT 
woman's child had been taken first, and 
the other had hidden her child, and woulc 
give him up. When the king heard this di 
ful story, he was horror-struck, he rent 
clothes, and put on sackcloth. The kin{ 
not look to God as having brought this trc 
upon him, he laid it all on Elisha, and S( 
messenger to kill him. But the Lord wa 
Elisha, and while as yet no man had appei 
the Prophet said to the elders who sat 
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him in the house, '* See ye how this son of a 
murderer hath sent to take away my head? 
Look when the messenger cometh, shut the 
door, and hold him fast. Is not the sound of 
his master's feet behind him?" And almost 
directly the messenger came. Then Elisha 
rose up and went to the king, and told him 
that by the same hour on the morrow there 
should be plenty in Samaria. One of the 
king's lords, on whose arm Joram leant, 
mocked Elisha, saying, '* Behold, if the Lord 
would make windows in heaven, might this 
thing be?" Then Elisha told him, "Behold, 
thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but thou 
shalt not eat thereof." 

The deliverance was indeed close at hand, 
but it came in a way that no one could possi- 
bly have foreseen. Four lepers who sat in the 
gate, (because people afflicted with leprosy 
were not allowed to mix with others,) talked 
together, and proposed going to the Syrian 
host. " If they save us alive, we shall live," 
they said, " and if they kill us, we shall but 
die." So they went to the Syrian camp in 
the morning twihght, and to their amazement 
found no one there. During the night the 
Lord had caused the Syrians to hear very 
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fearful noises as of a mighty host of chariots 
and horses, and they were seized with a panic, 
and fled, leaving behind all their tents oxiA 
properties. Then the four lepers went all 
about the camp, eating and drinking, and hid- 
ing great spoil of gold, and silver, and raiment 
as long as they dared. But after a while they 
returned to the city, and gave notice of what 
had happened. The king of Israel thought at 
first that the Syrians were only hiding, in hopes 
of surprising him if he left the city, but on 
sending out messengers, it was plain that they 
had really taken their flight. Then all the peo* 
pie fell upon the forsaken camp, and spoiled it 
And Elisha's prophecies about the low prices 
of food were fulfilled by the time he spoke of. 
His words about the Samaritan lord who had 
mocked him were fulfilled also. This man was 
appointed to have charge of the gate, and the 
people, in their eager pressing, trod upon him, 
and killed him, so that he did indeed see the 
plenty, but he did not share in it. 

At last the close of Benhadad's life was come. 
He was sick ; and hearing that Elisha was in 
Damascus, he sent his captain, Hazael, with a 
splendid present, to inquire of the Prophet 
whether he should recover. This was the 
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same Hazael of whom the Lord had told Elijah 
long ago that he should be king of Syria, in 
the room of Benhadad. So now Elisha knew 
that Hazael was about to be king, and he re- 
plied, " Go, say unto him, Thou mayest cer- 
tainly recover;*' meaning, probably, that Ben- 
hadad would not die of his disease. But then 
Elisha added, " Howbeit the Lord hath showed 
me that he shall surely die." Then, looking 
into the future with a prophet's sight, Elisha 
wept ; and Hazael asked, " Why weepeth my 
lord ?" Elisha answered, ** Because I know the 
evil that thou wilt do to the children of Israel : 
their strongholds wilt thou set on fire, and then- 
young men wilt thou slay with the sword, and 
thou wilt dash their children, and rip up their 
women with child." Hazael was amazed, and 
asked, *' But what, is thy servant a dog, that 
he should do this great thing?" Elisha an- 
swered, " The Lord hath showed me that thou 
shalt be king over Syria." 

So Hazael went back to Benhadad, and when 
the king asked what Elisha said, Hazael an- 
swered, " He told me that thou shouldest 
surely recover." But the next day Hazael 
took a thick cloth, and dipped it in water, and 
spread it over Benhadad's face, and smothered 
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him. And Hazael became king in bis stead, 
aB the Lord had said by Elijah and Elisha. 

Hazael went to war with Joram, king of 
Israel, directly, and the king wiis wounded in 
battle. 



\ 



THE CONSPIRACY OF JEHU, AND DEATH OF 
JEZEBEL. 

At the same time when the Lord told Elijafi 
that Hazael should be king of Syria, He also 
said that Jehu, the son of Nimshi, should be 
king of Israel. Jehu was one of the captains of 
Joram's host. 

The time was now come for this to be ful- 
filled ; and accordingly Elisha called one of the 
sons of the prophets, and gave him a box of 
oil, and bade him go to Ramotb-Gilead, take 
Jehu apart from his fellow captains, and anoint 
him king over Israel. Then the prophet was 
to open the door, flee, and not tarry. 

He obeyed exactly. The captains of the 
host were sitting in council, and the yooog 
man called Jehu away, and poured the oil upon 
bis head, declaiing Vhe ■w^ q1 "Ooft \iots>. He 
said the Lord viouU raake 3«\i».Vai%.Na.«^«s 
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to smite the house of Ahab, and avenge the 
blood of the Lord's servants at the hand of 
Jezebel. And of Jezebel herself he said, " The 
dogs shall eat Jezebel in the portion of Jezreel, 
and there shall be none to bury her/* Then 
the young man opened the door, and fled. 

When Jehu went back to his fellow officers, 
they asked what " that mad fellow " wanted of 
him ? He thought they had known, but they 
said they did not ; and then he repeated the 
prophet's words, and how he had just been 
anointed king over Israel. 

Then they all made haste, putting their gar- 
ments under Jehu, in sign of honour, and they 
went to the top of the stairs, and blew with 
trumpets, crying, " Jehu is king !" Jehu bade 
them take heed that no one should go out of 
the city and carry the tidings to Jezreel, where 
King Joram and his mother Jezebel were. 

Then Jehu himself set forth in a chariot for 
Jezreel. The watchman on the tower of Jez»- 
reel saw Jehu's company coming, and told the 
king. Joram sent a horseman to meet them, 
and ask, " Is it peace ?" Jehu said, " What hast 
thou to do with peace? Turn thee behind 
me." And the watchman told Joram, "The 
messenger came to them, but he cometh not 
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again/' Then Joram sent another horsem 
but Jehu kept him also ; and now, as the co 
pany drew nearer, and the watchman saw m 
plainly, he said, " The driving is like the di 
ing of Jehu, the son of Nimshi ; for he driv 
furiously.*' 

Then Joram bade them make ready 
chariot, and called his nephew Ahaziah, king 
Judah, (who had come to Jezreel to see hi 
and they went forth each in their own chaj 
to meet the conspirators. 

Now it came to pass that the spot where 
two kings met Jehu was in the portion of 
murdered Naboth. As soon as he was n< 
Joram called out, "Is it peace, Jehu ?" J 
answered, " What peace, so long as the wh( 
doms of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcr 
are so many ?" Then Joram was afraid, 
turned his chariot and fled, crying out to 
king of Judah, " There is treachery, O A 
ziah !" 

But Jehu drew his bow with his full strenj 
and smote Joram between the shoulders, 
that the arrow went out at his heart, and 
sank down dead in the chariot. Then J 
said to his captain, Bidkar, "Take and i 
bim in the portion of the field of Naboth 
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Jezreelite ; for remember how that, when I and 
thou rode together after Ahab his father, the 
Lord laid this burden upon him. Surely I 
have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth and 
the blood of his sons, saith the Lord ; and I 
will requite thee in this plot, saith the Lord. 
Now, therefore, take and cast him into the plot 
of ground, according to the word of the Lord/' 

That mighty Word was fulfilled upon Jezebel 
too. As Jehu entered Jezreel, she looked out 
of a window at him, having painted her face 
and tired her head. She called out to him, 
" Had Zimri peace, who slew his master ?" 
(Zimri had murdered his master, Baasha, the 
last king of Israel save one before Ahab.) 
Then Jehu looked up to the window, and called 
out, " Who is on my side ? who ?" Several 
of the servants belonging to the palace looked 
out in answer, and he bade them throw her 
down from the window. Probably Jezebel had 
no friends even in her own household, owing to 
her pride anij cruelty. At any rate, her ser- 
vants threw her down quickly at Jehu's bid- 
ding. Some of her blood was sprinkled on the 
wall, and some on the horses, which trod her 
under foot. 

When Jehu had come into the palace^ and 
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bad eaten and drunk, he sent people out, 
ing, " Go, see now this cursed woman, 
bury her ; for she is a king's daughter.'* 
when the men came to the spot, they 1 
that the dogs had eaten all but her skul 
feet, and the palms of her hands. When 
told Jehu, he answered, " This is the Wc 
the Lord, which He spake by His se 
Elijah the Tishbite, sa3dng, In the porti< 
Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel 
the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung 
the face of the field in the portion of Je: 
so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel. 
Thus awfully ended the wicked life oi 
heathen queen ; a life in which no one s 
good point is ever recorded. And yet she 
warnings and opportunities of learning 
God's prophets ; but she shut her eyes, 
would not see ; she closed her ears, and ^ 
not hear. An awful warning, surely, Jeze 
history should be to us all, how God " 
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lis same time. He was a wicked man ; and 
is taking part with Joram, whom God had 
ppointed for destruction^ was displeasing to 
le Lord, Who therefore suffered Jehu to cause 
im to be smitten as he fled from Jezreel 
irough the garden house. But his servants 
ave Ahaziah bunal in Jerusalem, among his 
tthers, " because,*' they said, " he is the son of 
ehoshaphat, who sought the Lord with all his 
eart." 



JEHU, KING OF ISRAEL. 

Jehu's first acts were to destroy every one 
emaining of Ahab's family. His next aim was 
destroy Baal's worship throughout the land. 
^or this purpose he went to work by craft, say- 
Qg, *' Ahab served Baal a little, but Jehu shall 
erve him much. Now, therefore, call unto 
06 all the prophets of Baal, all his servants, 
nd all his priests ; let none be wanting, for I 
lave a great sacrifice to do unto Baal ; whoso - 
!ver shall be Wanting, he shall not live." So 
11 the priests and worshippers of Baal gathered 
ogether according to the king's proclamation, 
ind Baal's temple was full from one end to an- 



1 



orougni up ui» suiuitsrs, auu cau»eu i;n' 
slay every person there with the edge • 
sword ; he also broke Baal's image into \ 
and pulled down his temple, and thus 
gether destroyed the worship of Baal in I 

Then the Lord said to Jehu, " Becaus( 
hast done well in executing that which ii 
in Mine Eyes, and hast done unto the he 
Ahab all that was in Mine Heart, thy eh 
of the fourth generation shall sit upo 
throne of Israel." 

But Jehu did not go on taking heed tc 
in God's law with all his heart — he con 
to use the temples of Jeroboam's golden 
at Bethel and Dan ; j)robably out of prid 
choosing to go up to Jerusalem to worshi 
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and for this end she pnt to death all the heirs of 
her son except one. This was a baby only one 
year old, called Joash, who was saved by his 
aunt Jehosheba. When she saw what Athaliah 
was doing, she took the little child and his 
nurse, and hid them in her bedchamber, and 
kept him hidden for six years. During this 
time Queen Athaliah reigned ; but all the while 
Jehoiada the priest, (who was Jehosheba's hus- 
band,) was planning with the other great men 
in Judah how to restore the little king to his 
rights. At last, when Joash was seven years 
old, Jehoiada felt strong enough for the attempt. 
He brought a strong force to Jerusalem, and 
surrounded the temple. Then, when every- 
thing was prepared, Jehoiada brought forth the 
royal child, and crowned and anointed him be- 
fore all the people ; and they clapped their 
hands, and cried, " God save the King !" 
Athaliah heard the tumult, and hastened to the 
temple, in time to see the little King Joash 
standing in his regal place, and hear the trum- 
pets and the rejoicings of the people. Then 
she rent her clothes, and cried, "Treason, 
treason 1" But it was she herself who was 
guilty of treason, and now her punishment was 
come. Jehoiada bade the soldiers take her forth 

II. T 
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from the temple, and put her to death, 
this Jehoiada put away all the worship of 
in Judah, he ruled the land well for Joash 
there was great peace and contentment o 
sides. 

As long as Jehoiada lived Joash prosp 
He gathered tribute through the land in 
to restore the Temple, and was very ste? 
in serving the Lord. But when Jehoiada 
being a very old man, Joash let himself I 
astray by some of his nobles, and fell 
with them to idol w^orship. The Lord 
them warnings by His Prophets, but they t 
not listen. Then the Spirit of God came 
Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada, and he spc 
the king and all the people, saying, " 
saith God, Why transgress ye the comn 
ments of the Lord, that ye cannot prosper 
cause ye have forsaken the Lord, He hatl 
forsaken you." Then in his anger Joasl 
got how he owed his throne and everythi 
Zechariah's father, and he conspired aj 
Zechariah, and caused him to be ston 
death in the court of the Lord's house. 
God sent judgment upon the wicked king, 
the end of that same year the Syrians can 
ag-ainst Jerusalem, and with a small con 
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of men destroyed a very great host of the men 
of Judah, because the Lord delivered His dis- 
obedient people into their hand. Joash mean- 
while was lying in bed, very sick, and two of 
his own servants killed him there, to avenge 
Zechariah« 



THE DEATH OF ELISHA. 

When Jehu died, his son Jehoahaz came to 
the throne. He was a wicked man, and for his 
sins and those of his people, the Lord gave 
them into the hands of Hazael, king of Syria. 
Jehoahaz reigned seventeen years, and left his 
kingdom in a very poor state to his son Jehoash, 
who was no better than his father. During the 
king's reign Elisha's last sickness came on, and 
when he was dying, Jehoash came to see him, 
and wept over the downfall of Israel, saying, 
" O my father ! my father ! the chariot of 
Israel and the horsemen thereof I" 

Then the Prophet bade Jehoash take bow 
and arrows, and open the window eastwards. 
Elisha put his hands upon the king's hands and 
bade him shoot. And as Jehoash shot, Elisha 
said, *' The arrow of the Lord's deliverance, 
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upon the ground. Jehoash Obeyed, b 
only smote three times, and Elisha was 
and said, " Thou shouldest have smitte 
or six times, then hadst thou smitten Sy 
thou hadst consumed it ; whereas now 
shall smite Syria but thrice." 

This was the last living act of the ven 
Prophet. He died and was buried. It 
year after, that, as certain of the people 
carrying a corpse to burial, they were al 
at seeing a band of Moabites in the dis 
and in their haste they cast the dead 
into Elisha's sepulchre. As soon as th< 
man touched Elisha's bones, he revivec 
stood up alive. Thus even after deatl 
wonderful power with which the Lori 

-_:ri._j tt:_. A. :-.:--.j Tj. 1 
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son Amaziah. Once again war between Judah 
and Israel began. Amaziah had conquered the 
Edomites, and he sent a challenge to Jehoash. 
Israel gained the battle, and coming upon 
Jerusalem, Jehofj^ broke down the wall, and 
pillaged the temple, and the king's palace. 
God permitted all this, because Amaziah chose 
to follow his own will in his wars instead of 
obeying the Lord's Voice. From that time 
Amaziah never prospered, and his own servants 
conspired against him. He fled from Jerusalem 
to Lachish, but they pursued and killed him 
there. 

Then the people took Amaziah's son, a lad 
of sixteen, called Uzziah, (or Azariah,) and 
made him king. He was a good man, and 
during his long reign,— of fifty-two years, — he 
did much to strengthen and improve the land 
of Judah. But towards the end of his life, 
Uzziah 's heart was lifted up with pride at his 
prosperity, and through that pride came his 
destruction. The king took upon himself to 
usurp the priest's oflSce, and went to the 
Temple to burn incense upon the altar. Then 
the High Priest Azariah, and eighty other 
priests, went in after the king, and withstood 
bim^ saying, " It appertaineth not unto thee, 
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Uzziah, to burn incense unto the Lord, but to 
the priests, the sons of Aaron, that are conse- 
crated to burn incense. Go out of the sanc- 
tuary, for thou hast trespassed, neither shall it 
be for thine honour from thejibORD God." 

But Uzziah was angry, and stood there 
holding the censer in which he was about to 
burn incense. Then God's Hand was seen 
punishing his presumption and irreverence, for 
as he stood there in his anger, the leprosy rose 
up on Uzziah 's forehead in the sight of all the 
priests. They made haste to put him out of 
the sanctuary, and he himself, now awestruck, 
and conscious that the Lord had smitten him, 
hasted to go away. From that hour Uzziah 
was a leper, and spent the rest of his days in a 
house apart, cut off from entering the temple 
because of his loathsome disease, and obliged 
to give up the government of the kingdom to 
his son Jotham, who became sole king when 
Uzziah died. 

There is little told us about Jotham, king of 
Judah, but that little is very important. " He 
became mighty, because he prepared his ways 
before the Lord his God." Sixteen years he 
reigned, and then his son Ahaz became king. 
'Ahaz forsook the Lord for Baal, and therefore 
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God gave him into the hand of the Syrians, 
and that of the king of Israel. Then Ahaz did 
worse still, for instead of repenting and turn- 
ing to God for help, he sent to the king of 
Assyria for helj^ The Assyrians came up to 
Judah, but they only added to his troubles. 
Then Ahaz offered sacrifice to the Syrian gods. 
But they were the ruin of him, and of all his 
country. He had an unhappy reign of sixteen 
years, and then on his death his son Hezekiah 
became king of Judah. 



KINGS OF ISRAEL FROM JOASH TO THE 

CAPTIVITY. 

JoASH, king of Israel, was succeeded by his 
son Jeroboam, a very wicked man. ; Neverthe- 
less the Lord saved Israel from being quite de- 
stroyed by means of Jeroboam, and gave him 
power in battle. The Prophet Jonah lived 
during Jeroboam's reign. He reigned forty- 
two years, and his son Zachariah became king, 
while Uzziah was reigning over Judah. This 
made the fourth generation of Jehu's family, to 
which God had promised the kingdom of Israel 
as a reward for Jehu's obedience in casting out 
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Ahab's family. Zachariah was murdere< 
six months by a rebel called Shallum. \ 
man in his turn was murdered after one mon 
reign, by Menahem, who reigned ten years, 
did great harm to Israel, making them beo 
tributary to the king of Assyria. His 
Pekahiah, followed him for two years, and 
murdered by his captain Pekah, who reig 
twenty years, while Jotham reigned over 
dah. Pekah fought against Judah, and t 
was murdered by Hoshea, during whose n 
the Assyrians altogether conquered Israel, 
carried the people captive to Babylon in Assj 
and put their own people into their cities. 



HEZEKIAH, KING OF JUDAH. 

Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz, had reig 
four years when the king of Assyria came 
against Samaria ; and it was in the ninth j 
of his reign that Israel was carried captive i 
Assyria. Encouraged by this success, the . 
Syrians next attacked Judah, and in the fc 
teenth year of Hezekiah, Sennacherib, kinj 
Assyria, laid siege to some of the fenced ci 
of Judah, and took them. Hezekiah was for 



HSZBKIAH, KING OF JUDAH. 281 

to pay tribute, and to take even the gold off the 
Temple doors, and from other parts of the 
Lord's house for the Assyrians. But Hezekiah 
was not to be delivered up into his enemies' 
hands, as the king of Israel had been. He was 
a very good man, and feared the Lord very ear- 
nestly and heartily. He had from the first 
done all in his power to restore the Temple and 
its solemn services to what they had been in 
Solomon's time.. Moreover the king did his 
utmost to bring back the people to serve the 
Lord, bidding them take warning from the 
Bufferings of their Israelite brethren, " whom 
God gave up to desolation." Hezekiah even 
held out a hope that for their sakes Israel might 
be restored, saying, " For if ye turn again unto 
the Lord, your brethren and your children shall 
find compassion before them that lead them 
captive, so that they shall come again into this 
land ; for the Lord your God is merciful and 
gracious, and will not turn away His Face from 
you, if ye return unto Him." 

After this return to the service of their God, 
the men of Judah were much more ready to 
meet trouble and overcome it, than Israel had 
been. The King of Assyria sent a great host 
against Jerusalem. They came round the city, 
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and Rabshakeh, Sennacherib's general, spoke 
with Hezekiah's chief men on the wall; he 
taunted the men of Jerusalem with their help- 
lessness, saying, that they expected help from 
the king of Egypt, who was but a bruised reed, 
that would pierce the hand which leant upon it ; 
and as to the Lord of Hosts, Rabshakeh asked, 
" Who are they among all the gods of these 
countries, that have delivered their country out 
of mine hand, that the Lord should deliver Je- 
rusalem out of mine hand ?" 

When Hezekiah heard all this he was trou- 
bled ; he rent his clothes and put on sackcloth, 
but he knew where to seek for help and 
strength, and he went up to the Lord's House 
there to gain both. He also spoke cheeringly 
to the people, saying, " Be strong and courage- 
ous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of 
Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with 
him ; for there be more with us than with him, 
— with him is an arm of flesh, but with us is 
the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our 
battles." Meanwhile the king sent messengers 
to the Prophet Isaiah, to ask his prayers, and 
to inquire the Lord's Will. Isaiah sent back 
an encouraging answer, " Thus saith the Lord, 
Be not afraid of the words which. thou hasi 
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heard, with which the servants of the king of 
Assyria have blasphemed Me. Behold, I will 
send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a ru- 
mour, and shall return to his own land, and I will 
cause him to fall bv the sword in his own land.'* 

So Babshakeh went away that time, but soon 
after Sennacherib made another attempt, appeal- 
ing to the people, and trying to lead them into 
rebellion, saying, "Let not Hezekiah deceive 
you, nor persuade you; neither yet believe 
him ; for no god of any nation or kingdom was 
able to deliver his people out of mine hand, and 
out of the hand of my fathers ; — how much less 
shall your God deliver you ?'* They tried also 
in every way to frighten the people, and to 
trouble them. Sennacherib also sent insulting 
letters to Hezekiah, reviling both him and the 
Lord. When the king of Judah had read 
these letters, he went up into the House of the 
Lord and spread the cause of his anxiety be- 
fore the Lord. 

And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and 
said, "O Lord God of Israel, Which dwellest 
between the cherubims, Thou art the God, 
even Thou Alone, of all the kingdoms of the 
earth. Thou hast made Heaven and earth. 
Lord, bow down Thine Ear, and hear ; open 
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Lord, Thine Eyes, and see, and hear the words 
of Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach 
the Living God. Of a truth, Lord, the kings 
of Assyria have destroyed the nations and 
their lands ; and have cast their gods into the 
fire : for they were no gods, but the work of 
men's hands, wood and stone, therefore have 
they destroyed them. Now, therefore, O Lord 
our God, I beseech Thee, save Thou us out of 
his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know that Thou art the Lord Gtod, even 
Thou only.'' 

Then Hezekiah received the Lord's gracious 
answer, through the Prophet Isaiah. " That 
which thou hast prayed to Me against Senna- 
cherib, king of Assyria, I have heard." Isaiah 
then prophesied the future destruction of that 
great Assyrian empire; and for Hezekiah's 
present need, he said, '* He shall not come 
into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor 
come before it with shield, nor cast a bank 
against it. By the way that he came, by the 
same shall he return, and shall not come into 
this city, saith the Lord. For I will defend 
this city to save it for Mine Own Sake, and for 
My servant David's sake." 

Very wonderful indeed was the salvation He 
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wrought for His people. That night the Des- 
troying Angel was sent forth into the Assyrian 
camp, and he smote one hundred and eighty- 
five thousand men, so that the next morning 
the camp was but as one vast charnel-house. 
Sennacherib could do nothing but return as fast 
as possible to Nineveh, and soon after, he was 
murdered in a heathen temple by two of his 
own sons. 

" Thus the Lord saved Hezekiah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of the 
king of Assyria, and from the hand of all other, 
and guided them on every side." From this 
time Hezekiah prospered exceedingly, and 
** was magnified in the sight of all nations.*' 

After a while, the Lord visited King Heze- 
kiah with a dangerous boil, and he was sick unto 
death. The Lord sent Isaiah to bid him, 
'* Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die, 
and not live." Then Hezekiah turned his face 
to the wall, and prayed unto the Lord, saying, 
** I beseech Thee, O Lord, remember now how^ 
I have walked before Thee in truth and with a 
perfect heart, and have done that which is 
good in Thy sight." And Hezekiah wept 
sore. 

Very speedily did God hear and answer His 
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faithful servant. Even while Hezekiah lay 
there with his face to the wall, weeping and 
praying, Isaiah was stopped as he left the 
palace by the Word of the Lord, which said to 
him, "Turn again, and tell Hezekiah, the Cap- 
tain of My people, Thus saith the Lord, the 
God of David thy father, I have heard thy 
prayer, I have seen thy tears ; behold, I will 
heal thee ; on the third day thou shalt go up 
into the House of the Lord. And I will add 
unto thy days fifteen years." 

The prophet brought back this gracious mes- 
sage, and at the same time he bade the king's 
servants place a plaister of figs upon the boil, 
which should cure it. Isaiah promised a sign 
that the "Lord would do as He had said, and he 
gave Hezekiah his choice, whether the sun's 
shadow should go forward or backward upon 
the sundial ten degrees ? Then Hezekiah said, 
** It is a light thing for the shadow to go down 
ten degrees; nay, but let the shadow return 
backwards ten degrees." 

Isaiah cried unto the Lord, and the Lord 

was pleased to grant this wonder, and the sun's 

shadow went back upon the dial ten degrees. 

In the Book of Isaiah's Prophecies, we find the 

psalm of thanksgiving which Hezekiah poured 
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out, after this wonderful recovery from the 
gates of death, how he cried, " O Lord, Tam 
oppressed, undertake for me!" and how the 
Lord raised him up. "The Lord was ready 
to save me, therefore we will sing my songs 
to the stringed instruments all the days of our 
life in the House of the Lord." 

Holy Scripture is full of lessons that the 
safest path to heaven is rather that of trial and 
adversity, than of unmixed prosperity. We 
have another proof of this in Hezekiah's story. 
Delivered from all his enemies, raised, up by 
God's special miracle from a dying bed, and 
surrounded on all sides with riches and honour, 
he " rendered not again according to the benefit 
done unto him, for his heart was lifted up." This 
pride of heart was shown when the king of 
Babylon sent ambassadors to congratulate He- 
zekiah on his recovery. The king not only re- 
ceived them courteously, as was due, but he 
gave way to vainglory, and displayed all the 
costliness of his palace, his precious things, his 
silver and gold, his armouries, and all his trea- 
sures ; failing to acknowledge that he did but 
hold these things for a few short years as a 
trust from his Master, to Whom he must ac- 
count for their use. Then the prophet Isaiah 
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was sent again to Hezekiah, and he asked, 
" What said these men, and from whence came 
they unto thee ?" Hezekiah answered, " They 
are come from a far country, even from Ba- 
bylon. All the things that are in mine house 
have they seen ; there is nothing among my 
treasures that I have not showed them." Bat 
Isaiah reproved the king, and told him that all 
these treasures of which he boasted should be 
carried away by that very kingdom of Babylon, 
and Jerusalem should be despoiled. But this 
was not to be m Hezekiah's lifetime. The 
king humbled himself before the prophet, and 
answered,' *' Good is the word of the Lord 
which thou hast spoken." It was as the Lord 
promised: there was peace and truth in the 
land during Hezekiah's reign. He brought 
water into the city of Jerusalem, and did many 
things for the good of his kingdom ; for the 
Lord prospered him in all his works. When, 
after twenty-nine years' reign, Hezekiah died, 
he was buried in the chief joyal sepulchre of 
David, and all Judah and Jerusalem did him 
honour. 
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KING MANASSEH. 

Hezekiah was succeeded by his son Ma- 
nassehy who was only twelve years old when he 
became king of Judah. He reigned fifty-five 
years, but it was not a happy reign ; for Ma- 
nasseh did evil in the Lord's Sight, and restored 
the worship of Baal and other gods, building 
many altars, and undoing the good his father 
had done. Even in the Lord's own temple 
Manasseh set up one of his idols ; and as idol- 
aters are generally cruel, he shed much inno- 
cent blood. In vain the Lord sent warnings 
by His prophets to Manasseh and to the people. 
They would not turn from their evil ways ; and 
soon there came the awful sentence of God's 
judgment: ** Behold, I am bringing such evil 
upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever 
beareth of it, both his ears shall tingle. . . . 
And I will forsake the remnant of Mine in- 
heritance, and deliver them into the hand of 
their enemies ; and they shall become a prey 
and a spoil to all their enemies : because they 
have done that which was evil in My Sight, and 
have provoked Me to anger, since the da^ 
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their fathers came forth out of Egypt, even 
unto this day.'* 

Accordingly, the Assyrians came again upon 
Jerusalem, and this time, the Lord not being 
with His disobedient people, they fell into their 
enemies' hands. Manasseh was taken pri- 
soner, and carried in chains to Babylon. He 
had no reason to regret this tribulation, how- 
ever. In these chains he broke through the 
more terrible chains of sin. " When he was 
in affliction, he besought the Lord his God, 
and humbled himself greatly before the God of 
his fathers, and prayed unto Him. And He 
was intreated of Manasseh, and heard his sup- 
plication, and brought him again to Jerusalem, 
into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that 
the Lord He was God." 

After his restoration, the king sought to 
undo, as far as possible, all the evil he had 
done. He took away the strange gods, the 
idols and altars he had set up, and restored 
the altar of the Lord, worshipping and offering 
sacrifices there himself, and doing all he could 
to bring back the people to the only true God. 

When Manasseh died, his son Amon suc- 
ceeded him. He ouVy td^xv^A V^o years, during 
which he followed Viis i^.\\\^x'^ ^^\Vj ^'^^xx^^^^ 
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sin, but not his later repentance. He was 
murdered by his servants. But the people 
took the part of Amon's young son Josiah : 
they slew the traitors, and made Josiah king. 
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CAPTIVITY. 

Josiah was only eight years old when he 
became king of Judah ; but from his childhood 
he did right in the sight of the Lord, walking 
in the ways of David, turning neither to the 
right hand nor the left. He* took great pains 
to put away all heathen worship from among 
the people; and when this was done, in the 
eighteenth year of his reign, he began to re- 
store the Temple and all its services. 

During the works that were carried on in the 
Temple, Hilkiah, the priest, found the Book 
of the Law given by Moses, which had been 
neglected and lost. Hilkiah sent this book to 
the king; and when Josiah read it, he was 
troubled, and rent his clothes. And the king 
bade Hilkiah and other of his chief servants 
inquire of the Lord concerning the words of 
the book. " For great *\a XXi^ nri^!^ ;^^ ^^'^^ 
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Lord that is kindled against us," he said, ^^ be- 
cause our fathers have not hearkened unto the 
words of this book." 

Hilkiah and his companions went to a holy 
woman, the prophetess Huldah, on whom God's 
Spirit was sent, and communed with her. Then 
Huldah said, " Tell the man that sent you to 
me. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring 
evil upon this place, and upon all the inhabit- 
ants thereof, even all the words of the book 
which the king of Judah hath read, because 
they have forsaken Me. . . . Therefore My 
wrath shall be kindled against this place, and 
shall not be quenched." This awful message, 
however, was made lighter to the good king 
Josiah, by a special message to him : '^ Because 
thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled 
thyself before the Lord, when thou heardest 
what I spake against this place, and against the 
inhabitants thereof, that they should become 
a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy 
clothes, and wept before Me : I also have heard 
thee, saith the Lord. Behold, therefore, I will 
gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou shalt be 
gathered into thy grave in peace, and thine 

eyes shall not see a\Y iVve eV\\ ^\\Aah I will bring 

upon this place. 
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Josiah died in battle, after a reign of thirty- 
one years. He had gone out against the king 
of Egypt, and was killed by an arrow. His 
people gave him a royal burial, and mourned 
very heartily over him. The prophet Jere- 
miah, who lived in Josiah's reign, mourned 
with them, and in his book of Lamentations 
speaks of King Josiah's death, saying, " The 
breath of our nostrils^ the anointed of the Lord, 
was taken in the enemy's pits, of whom we 
said. Under his shadow we shall live among 
the heathen.'* 

The people anointed Josiah's son Jehoahaz 
for their king, but in three months the king of 
Egypt carried him captive, and placed his bro- 
ther Jehoiakim on the throne. This king was 
a mere slave to Egypt, paying heavy taxes, 
which almost ruined the land, and adding to 
the people's oppression by his own wickedness. 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, next came 
against Judah, and also the Chaldees, the 
Syrians, and Moabites ; so that the unhappy 
land was indeed heavily punished for her sins. 
Jehoiakim's reign lasted eleven years, and then 
his son Jehoiachin succeeded. 

In his reign Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jeru- 
salem, and took the \dn^ ^mo\sa\> ^>&CL^c>a* 
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aother, his wives, his officers, all the mighty 
)f the land. These, and all the best crafts- 
men and smiths, and all the treasure of the 
city, Nebuchadnezzar carried to Babylon. 

Well might the prophet Jeremiah cry out, 
''How doth the city sit solitary, that was AiU 
of people 1 how is she become as a widow ! she 
that was great among nations, and princess 
among the provinces, how is she become tri- 
butary ! . . , Her adversaries are the chief, 
her enemies prosper ; for the Lord hath afflicted 
her for the multitude of her transgressions; 
her children are gone into captivity before the 
enemy." 

Nebuchadnezzar placed a younger son of 
Josiah's upon the throne — Zedekiah. Zede- 
kiah was as bad as any of his forefathers. He 
would not hearken to the warnings which the 
Lord spoke by Jeremiah, and threw the pro- 
phet into prison because he foretold the trou- 
bles that were coming. He was still in prison 
when the king of Babylon took Jerusalem. 
This was in the ninth year of Zedekiah 's reign 
when, because the king of Judah rebelled 
against his master, Nebuchadnezzar besiege 
the city. After fout moiiVXx^' ^Aa^e, the kir 
tried to escape, but Yve ^^^ \.^eTL\it\%^\i^\^'? 
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brought to Babylon, where his eyes were put 
out and his children killed. Nebuchadnezzar 
also broke down the walls of Jerusalem, and 
burnt the Temple, the king's palace, and all the 
great men's houses in the city. The people 
who had escaped the sword were carried pri- 
soners to Babylon, and Jerusalem was left ut- 
terly desolate and ruined.* 

" The Lord hath accomplished His fury ; 
He hath poured out His fierce anger, and hath 
kindled a fire in Zion, and it hath devoured the 
foundations thereof." 

The Lord had fulfilled His threats, but how 
He yet loved His chosen people, we know. 

*• O Jerusalem, Jerusalem ! thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not." 
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